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Preface 

!
"#$!%#$&!'()*!+,!-&)$./!0!1&23&4&!'(&$&!5).!)!67&5!8&.')%&*'!
9)''&$*:!;!.<&=3>3=)22-!()43*?!'#!@#!53'(!'(3*?.!<&$')3*3*?!'#!=(A$=(!
%3*3.'$-B!0!.'322!1&23&4&!'()'/!1A'!6'(&!9)''&$*:!3.!&..&*'3)22-!@3>>&$&*'!
'#!5()'!0!<$&43#A.2-!A*@&$.'##@B!0!(#<&!'#!&C<2)3*!'()'!6&..&*'3)2!
@3>>&$&*=&:!3*!'(3.!)$'3=2&B!
!!
8#!%)*-!#>!%-!>$3&*@.!5(#!5#A2@!.)-D!68(&$&!3.!*#!7&5!
8&.')%&*'!9)''&$*!3*!'(&!.=$3<'A$&.:/!%-!$&.<#*.&!5).D!6E#A!
#143#A.2-!*&&@!'#!.'A@-!'(&!.=$3<'A$&.!%#$&B:!0!.)5!'(&!?#)2!#>!
=(A$=(!%3*3.'$-!).!1&3*?!'(&!$&.'#$)'3#*!#>!6'(&!!7&5!8&.')%&*'!
9)''&$*B:!"#$!0!1&23&4&@!'()'!'(&!7&5!8&.')%&*'!.=$3<'A$&.!3*.'$A='!
A.!#*!5#$.(3<!3*!F<3$3'!)*@!8$A'(!3*!>A2>322%&*'!#>!5()'!G&.A.!
')A?('!3*!G#(*!+B!0!.'322!1&23&4&!'(3.B!HA'!0!()4&!=#%&!'#!'(&!
$&)23I)'3#*!'()'!6'(&!9)''&$*:!3.!J($3.'!K3%.&2>!;!*#'!'(&!2&''&$!#>!'(&!
.=$3<'A$&B!K#5&4&$/!'(&!F<3$3'!#>!J($3.'!*&4&$!=#*'$)@3='.!'(&!7&5!
8&.')%&*'!.=$3<'A$&.!5(3=(!'(&!K#2-!F<3$3'!3*.<3$&@!'#!'&.'3>-!#>!
J($3.'B!!L*@/!'(&$&>#$&/!*&3'(&$!@#!'(&!7&5!8&.')%&*'!.=$3<'A$&.!
&4&$!=#*'$)@3='!'(&!J($3.'!5(#%!'(&!K#2-!F<3$3'!().!$&4&)2&@!
'($#A?(!'(#.&!3*.<3$&@!.=$3<'A$&.B!“The testimony of Jesus is the 

Spirit of prophecy”.(Revelation 19:10)!8(&!7&5!8&.')%&*'!
.=$3<'A$&.!)$&!8$A'(B!HA'!G&.A.!.<#M&!#>!5#$.(3<!3*!F<3$3'!)*@!

 
1 John 15:26; Cf. 14:26; Acts 5:32; 1 John 5:6-8 
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8$A'(B!8(&!F<3$3'!#>!J($3.'!;!“the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 

Jesus” (Romans 8:2)!3.!'(&!6F<3$3':!@3%&*.3#*/!3>!-#A!5322B!9)A2!'(&!
)<#.'2&!3*.'$A='&@!A.!'()'!'(&!7&5!J#4&*)*'!G&.A.!().!<$#43@&@!
>#$!A.!3.!“according to the Spirit, not according to the letter” (2 

Corinthians 3:6)B!L*@!G#(*!'(&!)<#.'2&!&C<2)3*&@/!“It is the Spirit 
who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are three 
that testify: 8 the Spirit and the water and the blood; and the three 
are in agreement.” (1 John 5:6-8)!!
!
K#5&4&$/!)2#*?!53'(!.&*@3*?!'(&!F<3$3'!'#!'&.'3>-!#>!J($3.'/!'(&!N#$@!
?34&.!'(&!?3>'!#>!'(&!F<3$3'!'#!3*@5&22!'(&!1&23&4&$!3*!>A2>322%&*'!#>!K3.!
<$#%3.&!#>!'(&!7&5!J#4&*)*'!;!*)%&2-/!“26 Moreover, I will give 
you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove 
the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of 
flesh. 27 And I will put My Spirit within you and bring it about 
that you walk in My statutes, and are careful and follow My 
ordinances. ” (Ezekiel 36:26-27)!J($3.'!%A.'!1&!'(&!9)''&$*!
'($#A?(!“the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”!;!'(&!2&''&$!3.!
3*.A>>3=3&*'B!H&3*?!3*.<3$&@!1-!'(&!K#2-!F<3$3'/!'(&!2&''&$!#>!.=$3<'A$&!
3.!*&4&$!5$#*?"!;!3'O.!PA.'!3*.A>>3=3&*'!;!*#'!=#%<2&'&B!8(&!”law of 

Christ” (1 Corinthians 9:21; Galatians 6:2)!()@!'#!1&!5$3''&*!#*!
(A%)*!(&)$'.#!3*!#$@&$!'#!'$A2-!234&!'(&!J($3.'3)*!23>&B!8(&!2)5!#>!
2&''&$.!5$3''&*!#*!')12&'.!5).!65&)M:$!;!3*.A>>3=3&*'/!3*=#%<2&'&B!

 
2 Romans 7:12 
3 2 Corinthians 3:3 
4 Romans 8:3 

http://www.atchriststable.org/
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Q#$.(3<!3.!*#'!)!<$&.=$31&@!.&'!#>!$&23?3#A.!)='343'3&.!5(3=(!)$&!'#!
1&!=)$$3&@!#A'!6'#!'(&!2&''&$:B!7&5!J#4&*)*'!5#$.(3<!3*!F<3$3'!)*@!
8$A'(!3.!“a living sacrifice”!;!)!23>&!234&@!3*!.A$$&*@&$!)*@!.&$43=&!
'#!R#@!ST#%)*.!UVDUW!;!*#'!PA.'!3*!=(A$=(!%&&'3*?.!3*!=(A$=(!
1A32@3*?./!1A'!3*!&4&$-@)-!23>&/!V+XYB!8(&!9)''&$*!3.!)!9&$.#*/!*#'!)!
=#@&!#>!2&''&$.B%!!!!!
!

  

 
5 I have written on these things in much more detail in other articles. 
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Perception 
!
L1#A'!)!@&=)@&!)?#/!'(&!K#2-!F<3$3'!).M&@!%&!'(3.!ZA&.'3#*D!
6Q()'!3.!3'!'()'!-#A!'(3*M!-#A!.&&!3*!'(&!7&5!8&.')%&*'!

.=$3<'A$&.[:!\#&.!-#A$!<&$=&<'3#*!#>!5()'!-#A!)$&!$&)@3*?!
=#*')3*!)*-!>32'&$./!<$&=#*=&<'3#*./!<$&.A<<#.3'3#*./!#$!

)..A%<'3#*.[!!

!
An Example of a “Filter” 
!
F=$3<'A$)22-!.<&)M3*?/!'(&!65#$.(3<:!')M3*?!<2)=&!3*!=(A$=(&.!3.!
1).&@!#*!5()'!5&!$&)@!3*!#*&!#>!'(&!=#$&!<)..)?&.!A.A)22-!?34&*!
>#$!6$&.'#$3*?!'(&!7&5!8&.')%&*'!9)''&$*:!]!L='.!VD+U]+YD!
41 “So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and 
that day there were added about three thousand souls. 42 They 
were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
43 Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders 
and signs were taking place through the apostles. 44 And all the 
believers were together and had all things in common; 45 and 
they would sell their property and possessions and share them 
with all, to the extent that anyone had need. 46 Day by day 
continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, they were taking their meals together with 
gladness and sincerity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor 
with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number 
day by day those who were being saved.” 

http://www.atchriststable.org/
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8(&!>#22#53*?!<$)='3=&.!)$&!@&$34&@!>$#%!'(3.!<)..)?&D!
• 9$)3.&!
• 8&)=(3*?!
• 9$)-&$!
• "&22#5.(3<!
• H)<'3.%!
• H$&)M3*?!#>!H$&)@!

!
0*@&&@/!'(&.&!)='343'3&.!)$&!*#'!#*2-!=#%%#*!3*!=(A$=(&./!1A'!
%)*-!)2.#!<$&.=$31&!'()'!'(&.&!)='343'3&.!1&!<$&.&*'!>#$!)!
?)'(&$3*?!'#!1&!=#*.3@&$&@!6)!=(A$=(:B!!
!
HA'!)1.&*'!>$#%!'(3.!23.'!)$&!=&$')3*!#'(&$!)='343'3&.!5(3=(!5&$&!
<)$'!#>!'(&!23>&&!#>!'(&!>3$.'!=&*'A$-!=(A$=(/!)'!2&).'!)'!'()'!?34&*!
'3%&!;!*)%&2-/!“were together and had all things in common”, “sold 
their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as 
anyone might have need”, were “day by day continuing with one mind 
in the temple”, and “were taking their meals together”.!Q(-!)$&*O'!
'(&.&!)='343'3&.!)2.#!<$&.=$31&@!).!<)$'!#>!#A$!=#*4&*'3#*)2!
5#$.(3<!<$)='3=&.[!L$&!'(&-!<)$'!#>!'(&!7&5!J#4&*)*'[!\#!'(&-!
1&2#*?!3*!'(&!^2@!J#4&*)*'[!8(&.&!)='343'3&.!)$&!3*!'(&!7&5!
8&.')%&*'!.=$3<'A$&.!;!(#5!)$&!5&!'#!3*'&$<$&'!'(&%[!0.!3'!
3*=#*?$A#A.!'#!3*'&$<$&'!'(&%!@3>>&$&*'2-!'()*!'(&!#'(&$!)='343'3&.[!

 
6 And therefore, part of the worship, since “worship” is a life lived in surrender and service to 
God. 
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Reading the New Testament 
WD Furioso ~ At Christ’s Table ~ ACTpublications (2015) ~ https://www.AtChristsTable.org  

8 

0>!.#/!5(-!.#[!_)$3#A.!13123=)2!.=(#2)$.!()4&!4)$3#A.!'(&#2#?3=)2!
#$!@#='$3*)2!$&).#*.!>#$!'(&3$!4)$3#A.!3*'&$<$&')'3#*.B!!
!
0'!.&&%.!'#!%&!'()'/!3>!5&!)$&!?#3*?!'#!<$&.=$31&!)!23.'!#>!7&5!
J#4&*)*'!5#$.(3<!<$)='3=&.!1).&@!#*!)!<)$'3=A2)$!<)..)?&/!5&!
.(#A2@!*#'!<3=M!)*@!=(##.&!=&$')3*!)='343'3&.!3*!'(&!<)..)?&B!Q&!
.(#A2@!3*=2A@&!)22!'(&!)='343'3&.!3*!'(&!<)..)?&B!0>!5&!<3=M!)*@!
=(##.&/!5&!)$&!>#$=&@!'#!1).&!#A$!=(#3=&.!)*@!#%3..3#*.!#*!
.#%&!'(&#2#?3=)2!'(&#$-!;!>#$!&C)%<2&/!6J&..)'3#*3.%:!S#$!
6\3.<&*.)'3#*)23.%:W/'!5(3=(!3.!.=$3<'A$)22-!3*@&>&*.312&B!!
!
F#/!5()'!@#!0!'(3*M[!0!'(3*M!)22!'(&!)='343'3&.!3*!'()'!<)..)?&!)$&!#*!
6&ZA)2!?$#A*@:/!.#!'#!.<&)MB!0!'(3*M!)22!'(&!)='343'3&.!3*!'()'!
<)..)?&!=)*!1&!&C)%<2&.!;!@&.=$3<'3#*./!*#'!<$&.=$3<'3#*.!]!#>!
7&5!J#4&*)*'!5#$.(3<!<$)='3=&./!3>!2&@!1-!'(&!F<3$3'!3*!'(&!23>&!#>!
'(&!J($3.'3)*.B!HA'!0!)2.#!'(3*M!'()'!*#*&!#>!'(#.&!)='343'3&.!)$&!
&C)%<2&.!#>!7&5!J#4&*)*'!5#$.(3<!3>!(A%)*2-!.&<)$)'&@/!.&'!
)<)$'/!.<&=3>3&@/!(A%)*2-!#$?)*3I&@/!)*@!<$#?$)%%&@!#*2-!3*'#!
6=(A$=(!%&&'3*?.:B!!
!
!

 
7The theory that God intended that certain spiritual gifts and practices were to exist only in the 
first century and then pass away.  This theory is most often based on a poor exegesis of one verse 
of scripture, 1 Corinthians 13:10. I have addressed this theory in Christ-centered Ministries for 
Discipling & Equipping, “Until the ‘Perfect’ Comes, p.20.    
 

http://www.atchriststable.org/
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!
An Example of Reading the New Testament Scriptures  
with Preconceptions, Presuppositions, or Assumptions  
 
“The Collection” 
 
 “On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together 
to break bread, Paul began talking to them ….” Acts 20:7 8(3.!
.&*'&*=&!'&22.!A.!'()'!“breaking bread”!#*!'(&!>3$.'!@)-!#>!'(&!5&&M!
5).!1&3*?!<$)='3=&@!.<&=3>3=)22-!1-!J($3.'3)*.!3*!8$#).!5(3=(!9)A2!
43.3'&@!#*!(3.!`()!%3..3#*)$-!P#A$*&-/!<$#1)12-!)1#A'!a+!LB\B*!
Q&$&!J($3.'3)*.!3*!#'(&$!<2)=&.!)2.#!?)'(&$3*?!'#?&'(&$!#*!'(&!
>3$.'!@)-!#>!'(&!5&&M!'#!1$&)M!1$&)@[!9#..312-B!92&).&!*#'&!'()'!
NAM&!@#&.!*#'!.)-!'()'!'(&!J($3.'3)*.!3*!8$#).!)2.#!“took a 

collection”!#*!'(&!>3$.'!@)-!#>!'(&!5&&MB!!
!
“1Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the 
churches of Galatia, so you are to do as well. 2 On the first day of 
every week, each of you is to put aside and save as he may 
prosper, so that no collections need to be made when I come.”  

1 Corinthians 16:1-2 
!
L<<$#C3%)'&2-!#*&!-&)$!1&>#$&!9)A2!43.3'&@!8$#).!5(&$&!'(&-!
5&$&!1$&)M3*?!1$&)@!#*!'(&!>3$.'!@)-!#>!'(&!5&&M/!9)A2!5$#'&!'(&!

 
8 Approximately one year before Paul wrote his first Letter to the Corinthians, and 2 years before 
he wrote his Letter to the Galatians. 

http://www.atchriststable.org/
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<)..)?&!)1#4&!'#!'(&!J#$3*'(3)*.!)1#A'!“the collection for the 

saints”.!K&!.<&=3>3=)22-!'#2@!'(&%!'#!“put aside and save9, as he may 

prosper”. SQ&!5322!2##M!%#$&!=2#.&2-!)'!'(3.!<($).&!.(#$'2-BW!K&!'#2@!
'(&%!'#!@#!'(3.!“on the first day of the week”B!92&).&!*#'&!(&!@3@!*#'!
%&*'3#*!5(&'(&$!#$!*#'!'(&!J#$3*'(3)*.!?)'(&$&@!'#?&'(&$!#*!'(&!
>3$.'!@)-!#>!'(&!5&&M!'#!1$&)M!1$&)@B!9)A2!@3@!.)-!'()'!(&!()@!
<$&43#A.2-!)2.#!?34&*!'(&!.)%&!@3$&='3#*!)1#A'!“the collection”!'#!
“the churches in Galatia”.!Q()'!()@!(&!@3$&='&@!'#!=(A$=(&.!3*!
R)2)'3)!'#!@#[!“Put aside and save10, as he may prosper.”!\3@!(&!'&22!
'(&!=(A$=(&.!3*!R)2)'3)!'#!@#!3'!#*!“the first day of the week”? 

F&&%.!<2)A.312&b!1A'!5&!$&)22-!@#*O'!M*#5B!!
!
Q(&*!5).!3'!'()'!(&!()@!'#2@!“the churches in Galatia”!'#!@#!'(3.[!
^*!(3.!>3$.'!%3..3#*)$-!P#A$*&-!1&'5&&*!+Y!)*@!+c!LB\B!8(3.!5).!
c!#$!d!-&)$.!1&>#$&!(&!()@!5$3''&*!'(&!N&''&$!'#!'(&!R)2)'3)*.!
5)$*3*?!)?)3*.'!“the elementary principles of the world”B!!!9)A2!
&*=#A$)?&@!'(&!=(A$=(&.!3*!J#$3*'(!)*@!R)2)'3)!'#!(&2<!'(&!
=(A$=(!3*!G&$A.)2&%!%)'&$3)22-!1&=)A.&!#>!'(&!>)%3*&!'(&-!5&$&!
&C<&$3&*=3*?!)'!'(&!'3%&B!9)A2!5).!)@@$&..3*?!'(3.!.<&=3)2!)*@!
<)$'3=A2)$!*&&@B!K&!5).!7^8!&.')123.(3*?!)!65&&M2-!=#22&='3#*:!

3*!'(&!=(A$=(&./!).!5&!M*#5!3'!'#@)-B!

 
9 Literally, “put by himself” (NASB reference). 
10 Literally, “put by himself” (NASB reference). 
11 Admittedly, there are two theories regarding the destination and dating of the Letter to the 
Galatians: To Southern Galatia in 49 A.D. or to Northern Galatia in 56/57 A.D.  

http://www.atchriststable.org/
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!
9)A2!%)@&!=2&)$!'()'!(&!@3@*O'!5)*'!'#!')M&!)!6=#22&='3#*:!5(&*!(&!
=)%&B!92&).&!*#'&!(&!\0\!7^8!'&22!'(&!J#$3*'(3)*.!'#!6')M&!)!
=#22&='3#*:!#*!'(&!>3$.'!@)-!#>!'(&!5&&MB!K&!'#2@!'(&%!'#!“put aside 

and save12, as he may prosper”B!8(3.!3.!5()'!'5#!%)P#$!R$&&M!
.=(#2)$.!()4&!'#!.)-!)1#A'!'(3.!<($).&D!!!!!
!
eBTB!_3*=&*'D!!
6N)-!1-!(3%!3*!.'#$&!Sfgh!igjkl!kmnokp!nqrgjstupvW!
N3'B/!<A'!1-!(3%.&2>!'$&).A$3*?B!9A'!1-!)'!(#%&B:!#!
!
LB8B!T#1&$'.#*D!!
6N)-!1-!(3%!3*!.'#$&!S<)$w!(&)A'x3!'3'(&'x!'(y.)A$3Ix*WB!H-!(3%.&2>/!
3*!(3.!(#%&B!8$&).A$3*?!3'!S=>B!e)''(&5!zDUd!>#$!'(y.)A$3IxWB!K)4&!
'(&!()13'!#>!@#3*?!3'/!'3'(&'x!S<$&.&*'!3%<&$)'34&WB:!$!
!
9)A2!5).!7^8!&.')123.(3*?!)!5&&M2-!=#22&='3#*!)'!)!5&&M2-!

=(A$=(!.&$43=&B!8#!.)-!'()'!(&!5).!3.!%&$&2-!)*!)..A%<'3#*B!
!
!
!
!

 
12 Literally, “put by himself” (NASB reference). 
13 Vincent’s Word Studies 
14 Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures 

http://www.atchriststable.org/
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Another Example of Reading the New Testament 
Scriptures with Preconceptions, Presuppositions, or 
Assumptions:  
!
“Body Ministry”15(1 Corinthians 14:26) 
 
J#*=&$*3*?!'(&!6H#@-!e3*3.'$-:!<3='A$&@!3*!U!J#$3*'(3)*.!U+DVzD!
K#5!2#*?!@3@!'(&!J#$3*'(3)*.!<$)='3=&!.A=(!)='343'3&.!3*!'()'!5)-[!
9)A2!@3@*O'!%&*'3#*!'(&.&!)='343'3&.!#$!'(3.!<)$'3=A2)$!'-<&!#>!
%&&'3*?!3*!(3.!.&=#*@!2&''&$!'#!'(&!J#$3*'(3)*.B!Q&!=)*/!)*@!%)*-!
@#/!)..A%&!'()'!'(3.!5).!)*!&.')123.(&@!5#$.(3<!<$)='3=&/!1A'!5&!
)='A)22-!@#!*#'!M*#5!(#5!2#*?!'(&!J#$3*'(3)*.!=#*'3*A&@!3*!'(&!
5#$.(3<!<$)='3=&.!<3='A$&@!3*!'()'!4&$.&B!0'!3.!=&$')3*2-!)!4)23@!
A*@&$.')*@3*?!'()'!3*!'(3.!<)..)?&!9)A2!3.!*#'!=#%%)*@3*?!#$!
&4&*!.A??&.'3*?!'()'!'(&-!.(#A2@!@#!'(&.&!)='343'3&.!;!(&!.3%<2-!
5$#'&!'()'!5(&*!'(&-!=)%&!'#?&'(&$!'(&-!5&$&!@#3*?!'(&.&!
)='343'3&.B!L!@&.=$3<'3#*/!$)'(&$!'()*!)!<$&.=$3<'3#*B!\3@!'(&!
=(A$=(&.!3*!T#%&/!R)2)'3)/!{<(&.A./!9(323<<3/!J#2#..)&/!)*@!
8(&..)2#*3=)!)2.#!<$)='3=&!'(&.&!)='343'3&.!)*@!()4&!'(3.!<)$'3=A2)$!
'-<&!#>!%&&'3*?.[!Q&!@#*O'!M*#5!;!9)A2!@#&.*O'!%&*'3#*!'()'!3*!
(3.!&<3.'2&.!'#!'(&.&!=(A$=(&.B!Q&!6^$?)*3=:!)*@!6K#A.&:!=(A$=(!
<&#<2&!5#A2@!23M&!'#!'(3*M!'()'!)22!#>!'(&!J($3.'3)*!=(A$=(&.!@A$3*?!

 
15 I use the term, “Body Ministry” to describe the ministry when each member of the Body may 
bring forth something from the Holy Spirit of the life of Christ to share with and edify His Body. 
Others may prefer to use different terms to refer to this type of ministry. 
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'(&!)<#.'#23=!<&$3#@!=#*@A='&@!'(&.&!)='343'3&.!)*@!%&&'3*?.B!HA'!
'(3.!3@&)!&%&$?&.!>$#%!)!<$&=#*=&<'3#*!#$!<$&.A<<#.3'3#*B!
e)M3*?!.A=(!)*!)..&$'3#*!=)*!#*2-!1&!1).&@!#*!)*!)..A%<'3#*B!
^>!%#$&!.3?*3>3=)*=&/!%)M3*?!.A=(!)*!)..&$'3#*!3.!3*!)==#$@)*=&!
53'(!“the elementary principles of the world”B!K#5!.#[!8#!(#2@!
'(&!<&$.<&='34&!'()'!)22!'(&!J($3.'3)*!=(A$=(&.!?)'(&$&@!)'!
.&<)$)'&@/!.&'!)<)$'/!.<&=3)2!'3%&.!)*@!<2)=&.!)*@!<$)='3=&@!
6H#@-!e3*3.'$-:!)==#$@3*?!'#!'(&!2&''&$!#>!U!J#$3*'(3)*.!U+DVz/!)*@!
'()'!9)A2!()@!.#%&(#5!&.')123.(&@!'(3.!).!)!5#$.(3<!<$)='3=&!3*!
)22!'(&!>3$.'!=&*'A$-!=(A$=(&./!)*@!'()'!3'!3.!'(&!67&5!8&.')%&*'!
9)''&$*:!>#$!A.!'#!>#22#5!'#@)-/!)22!$&4&)2.!)!<$#=2343'-!>#$!
6'&=(*3ZA&:!;!)!<$&@32&='3#*!>#$!(A%)*!.-.'&%)'3I3*?/!#$@&$3*?!
)*@!<$#?$)%%3*?!)='343'3&.!>#$!'(&!=(A$=(/!A.A$<3*?!'(&!<2)=&!#>!
'(&!23>&!>2#5!#>!'(&!K#2-!F<3$3'!)*@!'(&!K&)@.(3<!#>!J($3.'B!!!!!!!
!
F#/!5()'!@#!0!'(3*M!#>!U!J#$3*'(3)*.!U+DVz[!0!'(3*M!'(&!6H#@-!
e3*3.'$-:!<3='A$&@!3*!'()'!<)..)?&!=)*!1&!)*!&C)%<2&!#>!7&5!
J#4&*)*'!5#$.(3</!3>!2&@!1-!'(&!F<3$3'!3*!'(&!23>&!#>!'(&!J($3.'3)*.B!
HA'!0!)2.#!'(3*M!'()'!.A=(!)!%&&'3*?!3.!*#'!)*!&C)%<2&!#>!7&5!
J#4&*)*'!5#$.(3<!3>!(A%)*2-!.&<)$)'&@/!.&'!)<)$'/!.<&=3>3&@/!
(A%)*2-!#$?)*3I&@/!)*@!<$#?$)%%&@!#*2-!3*'#!6=(A$=(!%&&'3*?.:B!!!
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Descriptive or Prescriptive? 
 

Both are “the Letter”. Neither is the whole story. Both fall short of the glory. 
 
F#/!3>!$&)@3*?!'(&!7&5!8&.')%&*'!.=$3<'A$&.!53'(!>32'&$./!
<$&=#*=&<'3#*./!<$&.A<<#.3'3#*./!)*@!)..A%<'3#*.!3.!3*.A>>3=3&*'/!
'(&*!5()'!3.!*&&@&@[!0*!).M3*?!'(3.!ZA&.'3#*/!5&!)$&!.3%<2-!
).M3*?!'#!M*#5!5()'!5&/!).!=#*'&%<#$)$-!J($3.'3)*./!*&&@!'#!@#!
).!'(&!>3$.'!=&*'A$-!J($3.'3)*.!@3@!3*!'(&!7&5!8&.')%&*'/!)*@!5()'!
5&!@#!*#'!*&&@!'#!@#!&4&*!'(#A?(!'(&!>3$.'!=&*'A$-!J($3.'3)*.!@3@B!
8(3.!3./!3*@&&@/!)!$&).#*)12&!ZA&.'3#*B!8(&#2#?3=)22-/!'(3.!
ZA&.'3#*!3.!<A'!>#$5)$@!).D!60*!'(&!7&5!8&.')%&*'!.=$3<'A$&./!&!
5()'!3.!|<$&.=$3<'34&O!S5&!*&&@!'#!@#!3'W!)*@!5()'!3.!%&$&2-!
|@&.=$3<'34&O!S5&!@#*O'!()4&!'#!@#!3'!'W[:!8(&!)*.5&$!'#!'()'!
ZA&.'3#*!3.!*#'!).!.3%<2&!).D!60>!3'O.!3*!'(&!7&5!8&.')%&*'/!-#A!
*&&@!'#!@#!3'!;!'()'O.!'(&!|7&5!8&.')%&*'!9)''&$*OB:!!
!
F#%&!1&23&4&!'()'!&4&$-'(3*?!5&!$&)@!3*!'(&!L='.!#>!'(&!L<#.'2&.!!
3.!5()'!'(&!K#2-!F<3$3'!'#2@!'(&!)<#.'#23=!=(A$=(!'#!@#B!8(&!
)..A%<'3#*!(&$&!3.!'()'!'(&!)<#.'#23=!=(A$=(!@3@!&4&$-'(3*?!'(&!

 
16 Another theological question is: “What is the relevance of the Old Testament Law in the life of 
Christians?” There are various views. Some of the main views are presented in the Zondervan 
Counterpoints book, “Five Views on Law and Gospel”, previously titled, “The Law, the Gospel, 
and the Modern Christian”. 
17 In the case of the “descriptive”, often there is nothing wrong in doing it; but sometimes there is 
– if it intrinsically contradicts the New Covenant principle “according to the Spirit”. Whereas, 
with the “prescriptive”, the principle “according to the letter” is not in accord with the essence of 
the New Covenant.  
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K#2-!F<3$3'!'#2@!'(&%!'#!@#B!8(&!$&)23'-!3.D!Q()'!5&!$&)@!3*!'(&!
L='.!#>!'(&!L<#.'2&.!3.!.3%<2-!5()'!'(&!)<#.'#23=!=(A$=(!@3@B!0'!
$&%)3*.!'#!1&!@3.=&$*&@!6Q(-!'(&-!@3@!5()'!'(&-!@3@[:!0*!&)=(!
3*.')*=&/!5&$&!'(&-!$&.<#*@3*?!'#!)!K#2-!F<3$3'!=#%%)*@!#$!
=A2'A$)2!=A.'#%[!!!!!!!
!
L!.A$4&-!)*@!.'A@-!#>!'(&!7&5!8&.')%&*'!5322!$&4&)2!'()'!.#%&!
<)..)?&.!=#*'$)@3='!#'(&$!<)..)?&.!53'(!$&?)$@.!'#!5()'!'(&!>3$.'!
=&*'A$-!J($3.'3)*.!5&$&!@#3*?!)*@!5()'!'(&!)<#.'2&.!5&$&!5$3'3*?B!
"#$!&C)%<2&/!.#%&!#>!5()'!9)A2!5$#'&!3*!(3.!&<3.'2&.!=#*'$)@3='.!
5()'!J($3.'3)*.!;!G&53.(!)*@!R&*'32&!;!)$&!>#A*@!@#3*?!3*!'(&!
L='.!#>!'(&!L<#.'2&.B!0*!>)='/!).!0O4&!<#3*'&@!#A'!3*!L!7&5!)*@!
N343*?!Q)-!*/!.#%&!#>!5()'!5&!.&&!9)A2!(3%.&2>!@#3*?!3*!L='.!3.!
=#*'$)@3='&@!1-!5()'!(&!5$#'&!3*!(3.!&<3.'2&.B!8(3.!#143#A.2-!
3*@3=)'&.!'()'!J($3.'3)*.!5&$&!.#%&'3%&.!@#3*?!.#%&'(3*?!#'(&$!
'()*!5()'!'(&!K#2-!F<3$3'!5)*'&@B!J#*.&ZA&*'2-/!5&!A.A)22-!=)*!
>3*@!<)..)?&.!3*!'(&!&<3.'2&.!5(&$&!)*!)<#.'2&!3.!5$3'3*?!'#!$&='3>-!
'(#.&!.3'A)'3#*.B!L?)3*/!6<$&.=$3<'34&:!3.!65()'!5&!*&&@!'#!@#:/!
)*@!6@&.=$3<'34&:!3.!65()'!'(&-!@3@/!1A'!5&!@#*O'!*&=&..)$32-!()4&!
'#!@#!3':B!
!
Q(&*!'(&#2#?3)*.!3*'&$<$&'!'(&!7&5!8&.')%&*'!.=$3<'A$&.!'($#A?(!
'(3.!6<$&.=$3<'34&!;!@&.=$3<'34&:!2&*./!'(&-!%A.'!&%<2#-!.#%&!

 
18 “Old Covent Undertow in the Early Church”, p. 44 
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@#='$3*)2!$A2&.!1-!5(3=(!@&=3.3#*.!=)*!1&!%)@&!'#!@&'&$%3*&!
65(3=(!3.!5(3=(:B!0!>3*@!3'!)%)I3*?!(#5!'(&!$&.A2'3*?!
=)'&?#$3I)'3#*.!4)$-}!HA'!(&$&!)$&!.#%&!$A2&.!5(3=(!%)M&!.&*.&!
'#!%&B!8(&-!)$&!A2'3%)'&2-!3%<&$>&='!)*@!3*.A>>3=3&*'/!>#$!'(&!
3*.<3$)'3#*!#>!'(&!K#2-!F<3$3'!3.!<$&]$&ZA3.3'&D!
• "3$.'2-/!5&!)$&!A''&$2-!@&<&*@&*'!A<#*!'(&!K#2-!F<3$3'!'#!?34&!
A.!'(&!A*@&$.')*@3*?!#>!'(&!.=$3<'A$&.!K&!K3%.&2>!3*.<3$&@B!+!
"#$!'(3.!'#!()<<&*/!5&!%A.'!()4&!)!'&)=()12&!.<3$3'!
=()$)='&$3I&@!1-!(A%323'-/!)*@!)!@&.3$&!>#$!'(&!6'(&!%3*@!#>!
J($3.':!5(3=(!=(##.&.!#1P&='343'-!#4&$!#A$!>32'&$./!#A$!
<$&=#*=&<'3#*./!#A$!<$&.A<<#.3'3#*./!)*@!#A$!)..A%<'3#*.B!!

• ^A$!)<<$#)=(!'#!'(&!.=$3<'A$&.!().!'5#!?#)2.D!8(&!
3*'&$<$&')'3#*",!#>!'(&3$!%&)*3*?!)*@!'(&3$!)<<23=)'3#*!>#$!#A$!
234&.B!Q()'!5&!)$&!<$3%)$32-!=#*=&$*&@!53'(!3*!'(3.!)$'3=2&!3.!
'(&!ZA&.'3#*!#>!)<<23=)'3#*!;!5()'!3*!'(&!7&5!8&.')%&*'!
.=$3<'A$&.!3.!6*#$%)'34&:!>#$!'(&!=(A$=(!)?&[!{4&*!53'(3*!'(&!
=2)..3=!{4)*?&23=)2]9&*'&=#.')2!<&$.<&='34&/!'(&$&!=)*!1&!
)?$&&%&*'!#*!3*'&$<$&')'3#*!-&'!4)$3)*=&!#*!)<<23=)'3#*B!
L?)3*/!'(3.!)$'3=2&!3.!@&)23*?!&..&*'3)22-!53'(!)<<23=)'3#*B!!!!!!

• 8(&!?#.<&2.!5&$&!5$3''&*!53'(!'(&!3*'&*'3#*!#>!1&3*?!

 
19 1 Corinthians 2:10-16 
20 It is not in the scope of this article to discuss principles of interpretation. There are many good 
articles available about principles of sound biblical hermeneutics. Here are two: “Principles of 
Biblical Interpretation” by James Davis -  https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-6-principles-
biblical-interpretation and “Hermeneutical Principles” by R.C. Sproul - 
https://www.monergism.com/hermeneutical-principles  

http://www.atchriststable.org/
https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-6-principles-biblical-interpretation
https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-6-principles-biblical-interpretation
https://www.monergism.com/hermeneutical-principles


 

Reading the New Testament 
WD Furioso ~ At Christ’s Table ~ ACTpublications (2015) ~ https://www.AtChristsTable.org  

17 

(3.'#$3=)2!$&=#$@.!;!'()'!3./!$&=#$@.!5(3=(!)$&!@&.=$3<'34&!#>!
'(&!23>&/!%3*3.'$-/!@&)'(/!1A$3)2/!)*@!$&.A$$&='3#*!#>!G&.A.!#>!
7)I)$&'(B!K#5&4&$/!'(&.&!$&=#$@.!)2.#!=#*')3*!'(&!
'&)=(3*?.!#>!J($3.'/!5(3=(/!#>!=#A$.&/!5#A2@!1&!=#*.3@&$&@!
<$&.=$3<'34&B!HA'!3'!%A.'!1&!$&%&%1&$&@!'()'!G&.A.O!
)A@3&*=&!5).!'(&!G&53.(!<&#<2&b!)*@!(&!.<#M&!'#!'(&%!).!
<&#<2&!A*@&$!'(&!^2@!J#4&*)*'B"!!HA'!K&!.<#M&!'#!'(&%!).!
()43*?!6%#$&!)A'(#$3'-:!'()*!'(&!^2@!8&.')%&*'!N)5""/!).!
^*&!5(#!5).!6$)3.3*?!'(&!1)$:/!).!3'!5&$&/!1-!3*'$#@A=3*?!
*&5!3*5)$@!$&ZA3$&%&*'.!'()'!1&)$!#*!<$&43#A.2-!&.')123.(&@!
=#%%)*@%&*'.!5(&*!K&!.)-.D!“You have heard that it was 
said, but I say to you ….”  

• 8(&!L='.!#>!'(&!L<#.'2&.!$&=#$@.!)!%3C'A$&!#>!5()'!
<&$')3*&@!'#!'(&!G&5.!A*@&$!'(&!^2@!J#4&*)*'!)*@!5()'!
<&$')3*&@!'#!'(&!!R&*'32&.!3*=2A@&@!3*!'(&!7&5!J#4&*)*'B!
\A$3*?!'(&!>3$.'!=&*'A$-/!'(&$&!5)./!3*!>)='/!)!'3%&!#>!
'$)*.3'3#*/!5(&$&!).<&='.!#>!1#'(!=#4&*)*'.!5&$&!
<$)='3=&@B"#!!

• 8(&!{<3.'2&./!5(3=(!5&$&!#143#A.2-!5$3''&*!)>'&$!'(&!7&5!
J#4&*)*'!5).!&.')123.(&@/!)$&!6*#$%)'34&:!>#$!J($3.'3)*.!
'($#A?(#A'!'(&!=(A$=(!)?&B!!

• 8(&!#$3?3*)2!3*'&*'3#*!#>!'(&!5$3'&$!3.!M&-!>#$!)==A$)'&!
 

21 Matthew 15:24; 10:5-6 
22 Matthew 7:28-29 
23 See A New & Living Way, “Old Covent Undertow in the Early Church” and “Led by the 
Spirit”. 
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3*'&$<$&')'3#*!)*@!)<<23=)'3#*!#>!.=$3<'A$&B!!

• G&.A.O!0*'&*'3#*D!J#*.3@&$3*?!5(&'(&$!#$!*#'!.#%&'(3*?!
G&.A.!.)3@!3*!'(&!?#.<&2.!3.!6*#$%)'34&:!#$!6<$&.=$3<'34&:!>#$!
J($3.'3)*.!3*!'(&!=(A$=(!)?&!5#A2@!$&ZA3$&!@3.=&$*3*?!G&.A.O!
3*'&*'3#*!3*!'(&!?34&*!<)..)?&/!).!'#!5(&'(&$!#$!*#'!3'!
61&2#*?.:!'#!'(&!7&5!J#4&*)*'B!^>!=#A$.&/!3>!5&!.&&!'()'!
5()'!G&.A.!.)3@!3.!)2.#!=2&)$2-!6<$&.=$31&@:!1-!)*!)<#.'#23=!
5$3'&$!3*!)*!&<3.'2&/!'(&*!'()'!)2.#!3*@3=)'&.!3'!'#!1&!
6*#$%)'34&:!#$!6<$&.=$3<'34&:!>#$!J($3.'3)*.!'($#A?(#A'!'(&!
=(A$=(!)?&B!9)A2!'(&!)<#.'2&!.<&=3>3&.!'()'!5&!J($3.'3)*.!)$&!
*#'!A*@&$!'(&!^2@!J#4&*)*'!N)5/!1A'!“under the law of 

Christ:"$/!5(3=(!3.!'(&!'&)=(3*?!#>!J($3.'!>#A*@!3*!'(&!?#.<&2./!
5(&$&!G&.A.!3.!$&4&)2&@!).!'(&!N343*?!Q#$@/!'(&!'&2&3#."%!#>!
'(&!.=$3<'A$&./!'(&!?#)2!#>!'(&!2)5!)*@!>A2>322%&*'!#>!'(&!2)5B"&!

• NAM&O.!0*'&*'3#*D!0!)%!#>!'(&!#<3*3#*!'()'!NAM&!%)@&!3'!=2&)$!
3*!'(&!#<&*3*?!23*&.!#>!(3.!?#.<&2!)*@!8(&!L='.!#>!'(&!
L<#.'2&.!'()'!3'!5).!(3.!3*'&*'3#*!'#!$&=#$@!(3.'#$-!;!*#'!'#!
<$&.=$31&!@#='$3*&B"'!F#!0!'(3*M!L='.!.(#A2@!1&!')M&*!).!
<$3%)$32-!6@&.=$3<'34&:!$)'(&$!'()*!6<$&.=$3<'34&:B!0*!.')'3*?!
'(3.!<&$.<&='34&/!0!)%!7^8!3%<2-3*?!'()'!'(&!.A<&$*)'A$)2!
@3.<2)-.!#>!'(&!K#2-!F<3$3'!3*!8(&!L='.!#>!'(&!L<#.'2&.!)$&!*#'!

 
24 1 Corinthians 9:21; Galatians 6:2, Romans 8:2 
25 Greek, teleios, Strong’s # 5046: that which is perfect, complete, consummate 
26 Romans 10:4; Matthew 5:17. 
27 Luke 1:1-4 & Acts 1:1-2 
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6*#$%)'34&:!>#$!'(&!=(A$=(!)?&B!0*!%-!%3*@!'()'!3.!)!.&<)$)'&!
3..A&!>$#%!'(&!6@&.=$3<'34&:!X!6<$&.=$3<'34&:!<)$)@3?%B!0!)%!
*#'!)!6J&..)'3#*3.':!]!0!@#*O'!1&23&4&!)*-'(3*?!)1#A'!R#@!().!
6=&).&@:!;!3*=2A@3*?!K3.!.A<&$*)'A$)2!<#5&$B!H&3*?!&'&$*)2/!
'(&!K#2-!F<3$3'!=)**#'!1&!23%3'&@!'#!^2@!J#4&*)*'!)*@!7&5!
J#4&*)*'!'(&#2#?3&.B!0'!3.!K3.!*)'A$&!'#!1&!.A<&$*)'A$)2!;!K&!
)25)-.!5).!)*@!)25)-.!5322!1&!.A<&$*)'A$)2B!L*@!'(3.!
.A<&$*)'A$)2!<#5&$!5).!@3.<2)-&@!^7!)*@!8KT^~RK!
(A%)*!1&3*?.!3*!'(&!^2@!8&.')%&*'!)*@!07!)*@!8KT^~RK!
(A%)*!1&3*?.!3*!'(&!7&5!J#4&*)*'B!8(&!6@&.=$3<'34&:!X!
6<$&.=$3<'34&:!<)$)@3?%!>)22.!.(#$'!#>!'(&!?2#$-!;!5(3=(!3.!
J($3.'B!!!!

• 8(&!L<#.'2&.O!0*'&*'3#*D!N).'2-/!5&!%A.'!=#$$&='2-!@3.=&$*!
'(&!3*'&*'3#*!#>!'(&!)<#.'2&.!3*!'(&3$!&<3.'2&.!3*!#$@&$!'#!
)==A$)'&2-!3*'&$<$&'!5(&'(&$!#$!*#'!<)$'3=A2)$!'(3*?.!'(&-!
5$#'&!5&$&!3*'&*@&@!1-!'(&!K#2-!F<3$3'!'#!1&!6*#$%)'34&:!#$!
6<$&.=$31&@:!>#$!J($3.'3)*.!'($#A?(#A'!'(&!=(A$=(!)?&B!^*=&!
)?)3*/!0!%A.'!)@@!0!)%!7^8!3%<2-3*?!'()'!)*-!#>!'(&!?3>'.!#>!
'(&!F<3$3'!%&*'3#*&@!3*!'(&!&<3.'2&.!)$&!%&$&2-!6@&.=$3<'34&:!
#>!'(&!>3$.'!=&*'A$-!=(A$=(!1A'!2)'&$!6=&).&@:B!0'!3.!3%<#..312&!
'#!@&>&*@!'(&!6J&..)'3#*3.':!'(&#$-!53'(!.#A*@!&C&?&.3.B!8(&!
?3>'.!#>!'(&!F<3$3'!)$&!)!.&<)$)'&!3..A&!>$#%!'(&!6@&.=$3<'34&:!X!
6<$&.=$3<'34&:!<)$)@3?%B!8(&!K#2-!F<3$3'!;!6'(&!{'&$*)2!
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F<3$3':"*!]!5).!<#A$&@!#A'!#*!'(&!\)-!#>!9&*'&=#.'!)*@!'(&!
$&.A$$&='&@!J($3.'!“gave gifts to men”!;!'#!&)=(!“a measure of 

Christ’s gift”B"+!8(3.!3.!*#'!#*2-!)*!).<&='!#>!'(&!7&5!
J#4&*)*'b!'(3.!3.!)*!).<&='!#>!“the riches of His grace and 

glory”#,!B!8(&!6@&.=$3<'34&:!X!6<$&.=$3<'34&:!<)$)@3?%!>)22.!
.(#$'!#>!'(&!?2#$-!;!5(3=(!3.!J($3.'B!E&'/!'(&!?2#$-!#>!J($3.'!3.!
#143#A.2-!*#'!23%3'&@!'#!'(&!?3>'.!#>!'(&!F<3$3'!)*@!>)$!&C=&&@.!
.A<&$*)'A$)2!<#5&$!@3.<2)-.B!

  
  

 
28 Hebrews 9:14 
29 Ephesians 4:7-16; 1 Peter 4:10-11 
30 Ephesians 1:7, 3:8 & 16 
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The Glory of Christ 
 
The ”Letter” Falls Short of the Glory of Christ 
!
4 “Such confidence we have through Christ toward God. 5 Not that 
we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from 
ourselves, but our adequacy is from God, 6 who also made us 
adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter but of 
the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 7 But if 
the ministry of death, in letters engraved on stones, came with 
glory, so that the sons of Israel could not look intently at the face 
of Moses because of the glory of his face, fading as it was, 8 how 
will the ministry of the Spirit fail to be even more with 
glory? 9 For if the ministry of condemnation has glory, much more 
does the ministry of righteousness abound in glory. 10 For indeed 
what had glory, in this case has no glory because of the glory that 
surpasses it. 11 For if that which fades away was with glory, much 
more that which remains is in glory. 12 Therefore having such a 
hope, we use great boldness in our speech, 13 and are not like 
Moses, who used to put a veil over his face so that the sons of 
Israel would not look intently at the end of what was fading 
away. 14 But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at 
the reading of the old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, 
because it is removed in Christ. 15 But to this day whenever Moses 
is read, a veil lies over their heart; 16 but whenever a person turns 
to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, 
and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, 
with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to 
glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.” 2 Corinthians 3:4-18 
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!
8(3.!<)..)?&!=2&)$2-!=#*'$).'.!'(&!^2@!)*@!'(&!7&5!J#4&*)*'.B!
0O@!23M&!'#!.)-!)!>&5!'(3*?.!(&$&!)1#A'!'(&!<($).&!“of the Letter”!
5(3=(!3.!3*!=#*'$).'!'#!'(&!<($).&!“of the Spirit”.!!
!
HA'!'#!1&?3*/!5&!%A.'!.<&=3>-!5()'!9)A2!%&)*.!1-!6'(&!?2#$-:B!L!
>&5!4&$.&.!)>'&$!'(3.!<)..)?&/!9)A2!A.&.!'(&!<($).&./!“the glory 

of Christ who is the image of God”!)*@!“the Light of the 

knowledge of the glory of the Lord in the face of Jesus Christ”B#!!
J2&)$2-/!“the glory of the Lord” ;!'(&!6#A'].(3*3*?:!#>!R#@!;!3.!

G&.A.!J($3.'B!8(&!%)*3>&.')'3#*!#>!'(3.!?2#$-!3.!'(&!<A$<#.&!#>!'(&!
7&5!J#4&*)*'/!)*@!'(&$&>#$&!J($3.'!%A.'!1&!'(&!9)''&$*!#>!'(&!
7&5!8&.')%&*'B#"!!!!
!
9)A2!A.&@!'(&!<($).&/!“From glory to glory”.!0*@3=)'3*?!'()'!1#'(!
=#4&*)*'.!()@!6?2#$-:/!(&!$&>&$.!'#!?#3*?!6>$#%!?2#$-:!S#>!'(&!^2@!
J#4&*)*'W!:'#!?2#$-:!S#>!'(&!7&5!J#4&*)*'W:B!HA'!3*@&&@/!5()'!
()@!?2#$-!S'(&!^2@!J#4&*)*'W/!3*!'(3.!=).&!().!*#!?2#$-!1&=)A.&!
#>!'(&!?2#$-!S'(&!7&5!J#4&*)*'W!'()'!.A$<)..&.!3'B!8(&!$&4&2)'3#*!
#>!J($3.'!)*@!'(&!'$)*.>#$%)'3#*!3*'#!K3.!3%)?&!1-!'(&!5#$M3*?!#>!
'(&!K#2-!F<3$3'!.A$<)..&.!6'(&!N&''&$!#>!'(&!N)5:/!%)M3*?!'(&!?2#$-!

 
31 2 Corinthians 4:4 & 6; Cf. Colossians 1:15 and Hebrews 1:3 
32 A New & Living Way, “I Have Given You as a Covenant”, deals in more detail about Christ as 
the “Pattern” for the New Testament. 
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#>!'(&!^2@!J#4&*)*'!<)2&!)*@!@&)@!3*!=#%<)$3.#*!'#!'(&!?2#$-!#>!
'(&!7&5!J#4&*)*'B!!
!
8#!3*.3.'!#*!#<&$)'3*?!)==#$@3*?!'#!6'(&!N&''&$!#>!'(&!N)5:/!3*!
&>>&='/!<A'.!)!4&32!#4&$!'(&!?2#$-!#>!J($3.'B!Q3'(!'(&!$&4&2)'3#*!#>!
J($3.'/!R#@!().!')M&*!)5)-!'(&!4&32/!1A'!'#!3*.3.'!#*!6'(&!N&''&$!#>!
'(&!N)5:!'($#5.!'(&!4&32!#4&$!'(&!?2#$-!#>!J($3.'B!!!!!!!!
!
8(&!69)''&$*:!'#!1&!%)*3>&.'&@!3*!'(&!7&5!J#4&*)*'!3.!“the glory 

of the Lord”/!5(3=(!3.!'(&!3%)?&!#>!J($3.'B!8(&!<$)='3=&!#>!“the 

elementary principles of the world”!<2)=&.!)!64&32:!#4&$!'(&!

$&4&2)'3#*!#>!J($3.'/!5(#!3.!'(&!7&5!8&.')%&*'!9)''&$*B!!!!
!

e#.&.!%)3*')3*3*?!)!4&32!#4&$!(3.!>)=&/!3.!)!<3='A$&!#>!#A$!.&2>]
&>>#$'!'#!M&&<!'(&!?2#$-!#>!R#@B!F&2>]&>>#$'!5).!'(&!4&(3=2&!3*!'(&!
^2@!J#4&*)*'B!HA'!3*!'(&!7&5!J#4&*)*'/!'(&!)?&*'!#>!
'$)*.>#$%)'3#*!S3*'#!'()'!?2#$-W!3.!*#'!'($#A?(!#A$!.&2>]&>>#$'!3*!
M&&<3*?!#>!6'(&!2&''&$:!?34&*!1-!e#.&.!3*!'(&!^2@!J#4&*)*'/!1A'!
'($#A?(!'(&!F<3$3'!?34&*!1-!G&.A.!3*!'(&!7&5!J#4&*)*'!]!'()'!3./!
1-!1&(#2@3*?!S'($#A?(!$&4&2)'3#*W!'(&!3%)?&!#>!J($3.'!$&4&)2&@!

1-!'(&!F<3$3'!)*@!.A$$&*@&$3*?!'#!'(&!F<3$3'!'#!1&!'$)*.>#$%&@!

3*'#!K3.!3%)?&B!8(&!69)''&$*:!'#!1&!%)*3>&.'&@!3*!'(&!7&5!
J#4&*)*'!3.!“the glory of the Lord”,!5(3=(!3.!'(&!3%)?&!#>!J($3.'B!
L?)3*/!'(&!<$)='3=&!#>!“the elementary principles of the world” 
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<2)=&.!)!64&32:!#4&$!'(&!$&4&2)'3#*!#>!J($3.'/!5(#!3.!'(&!7&5!

8&.')%&*'!9)''&$*B!!!!
!
The ”Descriptive”/”Prescriptive” Paradigm  

Falls Short of the Glory of Christ 
 
0*!'(3.!)$'3=2&/!0!()4&!1&&*!)''&%<'3*?!'#!?34&!)!>&5!&C)%<2&.!#>!
(#5!5&!)==A$)'&2-!)*@!3*)==A$)'&2-!@3.=&$*!'(&!3*'&*'3#*.!#>!'(&!
7&5!8&.')%&*'!5$3'&$.!;!'()'!3./!5()'!5).!)='A)22-!6*#$%)'34&:!#$!
6<$&.=$3<'34&:!)*@!5()'!5).!*#'B!HA'!0!%A.'!)@%3'!'()'!'(&!
6@&.=$3<'34&:!X!6<$&.=$3<'34&:!<)$)@3?%!3.!*#'!.)'3.>-3*?!'#!%&/!).!0!
.&&!'(&!5(#2&!3@&)!#>!<$&.=$3<'3#*.!#>!=&$')3*!)='343'3&.!).!1&3*?!
)'!'(&!4&$-!=#$&!#>!“the elementary principles of the world”B!

L?)3*/!3'!3.!*#'!'(&!)='343'3&.!'(&%.&24&.!5(3=(!)$&!<$#12&%)'3=/!3'!
3.!'(&!<$&.=$313*?!#>!'(#.&!)='343'3&.!5(3=(!0!<&$=&34&!).!“of the 

Letter”!)*@!'(&$&>#$&!43#2)'&.!'(&!&..&*=&!#>!'(&!7&5!J#4&*)*'!
1-!<$#%#'3*?!)!%3*3.'$-!“of the letter”!$)'(&$!'()*!“of the Spirit”!;!
“the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”.!0!)%!%#$&!#>!'(&!
<&$.A).3#*!'#!.)-!'()'!5()'&4&$!3.!@&.=$3<'34&!#>!J($3.'!3.!
<$&.=$3<'34&B!0!1&23&4&!'(&!%3*3.'$-!#>!'(&!K#2-!F<3$3'!3*!'(&!
3*.<3$)'3#*!#>!.=$3<'A$&/!3*!K3.!%3*3.'$-!3*!'(&!J(A$=(/!).!5&22!).!
K3.!%3*3.'$-!3*!'(&!Q#$2@/!3.!'#!'&.'3>-!#>!'(&!?2#$-!#>!J($3.'B##!!
!

 
33 John 15:26; Cf. 14:26; Acts 5:32; 1 John 5:6-8, Revelation 19:10 
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0!()4&!5$3''&*!3*!%#$&!@&')32!#*!'(3.!=#*=&<'!#>!J($3.'!K3%.&2>!
1&3*?!'(&!7&5!J#4&*)*'!9)''&$*!3*!#'(&$!)$'3=2&.D!
!

§ L!7&5!�!N343*?!Q)-!

§ !J($3.'!3.!9$&$&ZA3.3'&!>#$!J(A$=(!

§ !J($3.'!3.!L22!!

§ J($3.'!^A$!N3>&!�!9)''&$*!

§ !8(&!{'&$*)2!R#.<&2!�!{'&$*)2!J#4&*)*'!

§ !8(&!N)5!#>!'(&!F<3$3'!#>!N3>&!3*!J($3.'!G&.A.!

§ !8(&!N#?#./!N3>&!�!N3?('!

§ !8(&!T&)2%!#>!J($3.'!

§ !Q()'!3.!'(&!7&5!J#4&*)*'!L22!L1#A'[!!!!!

 

!
!
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Bill & Frances Furioso 
 

~ At Christ’s Table ~  

 
 
Bill Furioso and his wife, Frances, have been married for more than 40 years, 

and have two children, four grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.  
Bill and Frances served as missionaries in South Africa for thirteen years 

making disciples, establishing churches, and training church leaders. Over a span of 40 
years, they also traveled extensively in an itinerant Bible teaching ministry which took 
them to hundreds of gatherings on four continents ministering in churches, conferences, 
spiritual formation seminars, and home gatherings. They have shepherded several 
churches, discipled many to Christ, and mentored church leaders in the USA and abroad.  

Being an avid student by nature, Bill has done both formal and informal study in 
various fields including Education, Music, Philosophy and Theology.  As a writer, he has 
authored many publications which are distributed worldwide. Because of Bill’s disabilities 
resulting from a spinal cord injury, he can no longer travel, so their ministries of  writing, 
recording, distributing, mentoring, and correspondence are now shared primarily via the 
Internet... www.AtChristsTable.org    
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ACTpublications 
 

“Explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words.”   1 Corinthians 2:13 
 

A teaching ministry from Bill and Frances Furioso 
!

At Christ’s Table 
 

Disciples of the King and His Kingdom eating and drinking of Jesus 
 
THE HEAD 
        THE CENTER 
                THE FOUNDATION  
                        of Biblical Christianity 

 with a view to 
                      REVELATION of Christ  
                                                  RELATIONSHIP with Christ                                                      
                                                                                     REFLECTION of Christ 
 

 
FREE ONLINE MINISTRY RESOURCES 
OUR WEBSITE: https://www.AtChristsTable.org  

 
WRITTEN MESSAGES 

Restoration Library: https://usr.helps7.com/AtChristsTable/indexA.html 
Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso 

 
RECORDED MESSAGES 

YouTube: www.YouTube.com/user/BillFurioso   
Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso 

SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/user-648428572 
Spreaker: https://www.spreaker.com/user/14502151 

 
SOCIAL MEDIA 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/atchriststable  
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/at-christ-s-table-ministries-254b5320/ 

Twitter: https://www.twitter.com/atchriststable1 !
!
!
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