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1 Corinthians 14

1 Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially
that you may prophesy. 2For one who speaks in a tongue does
not speak to men but to God; for no one understands,

but in his spirit he speaks mysteries.

One form of tongues is a spiritual gift for speaking to God, who is
Spirit. (John 4:24)

3But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification
and exhortation and consolation. * One who speaks in a
tongue edifies himself; but one who prophesies edifies the
church.

Speaking to God in tongues edifies the one who speaks.

5aNow I wish that you all spoke in tongues, but even more that
you would prophesy;

"Prophecy" simply means "speaking forth" — namely, through
preaching & teaching. But | do believe prophets and the gift of
prophecy is for today along with certain preaching and teaching

which can be prophetically motivated. And by "prophetic” | mean
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speaking what is on God's heart and mind - yet, as a present

"reminder" of what He has written in Scripture.

b and greater is one who prophesies than one who speaks in
tongues, unless he interprets, so that the church may
receive edifying.

Paul validates the spiritual gift of tongues. But he says the
spiritual gift of prophecy is a "better" gift. And — he says that there
is another form of tongues which edifies the church — /it is

interpreted.

¢But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking in tongues, what
will I profit you unless I speak to you either by way
of revelation or of knowledge or of prophecy or of teaching?

Here Paul states four possible purposes for messages given
through the gift of tongues (with interpretation) which can edify the

church — revelation, knowledge, prophecy, teaching.

7Yet even lifeless things, either flute or harp, in producing a
sound, if they do not produce a distinction in the tones, how
will it be known what is played on the flute or on the

harp? 8 For if the bugle produces an indistinct sound, who will
prepare himself for battle? °So also you, unless you utter by the
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tongue speech that is clear, how will it be known what is
spoken? For you will be speaking into the air.

Again, tongues for the church must be interpreted. Someone must
have the faith to interpret a tongue. If there is no interpretation,
there are two possibilities: 1) It was a genuine prophecy in
tongues, but no one had the faith to interpret. 2) If God didn't give
faith for the interpretation, maybe it wasn't a genuine prophecy.

Obviously, it may be difficult to know.

0There are, perhaps, a great many kinds of languages in the
world, and no kind is without meaning.

Tongues are not"groans too deep for words" (Romans 8:26-27)

| would call that travail — but NOT tongues. Tongues is a language
with words, albeit unknown to the speaker. "Praying in the Spirit"
can be in an “unknown tongue". But | also believe that "praying

in the Spirit" is primarily any Spirit-led prayer.

11Tf then I do not know the meaning of the language, I will be
to the one who speaks a barbarian, and the one who speaks will
be a barbarian to me. >So also you, since you are zealous of
spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the edification of the church.
13Therefore let one who speaks in a tongue pray that he may
interpret.
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For the edification of the church.

“4For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is
unfruitful.

For personal edification — speaking to God

1>What is the outcome then? I will pray with the spirit, and I
will pray with the mind also; I will sing with the spirit, and I
will sing with the mind also.

Both with a known language with the mind - to the church, and

with an unknown language with the spirit - to God.

16 Otherwise if you bless in the spirit only, how will the one
who fills the place of the ungifted say the “Amen” at

your giving of thanks, since he does not know what you are
saying? ' For you are giving thanks well enough, but the other
person is not edified.

One qift of tongues is for public use to edify the church, and

another gift of tongues is for personal prayer.

18] thank God, I speak in tongues more than you all;
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Paul spoke in tongues — and seems to say that it was primarily

prayer between he and God.

Yhowever, in the church I desire to speak five words with my
mind so that I may instruct others also, rather than ten thousand
words in a tongue.

Paul did not say do not speak in tongues in the church gathering,
but rather, that it must be interpreted. Paul definitely considered

prophecy (preaching & teaching) a "better" spiritual gift.

20Brethren o not be children in your thinking; yet in evil be
infants, but in your thinking be mature. 2! In the Law it is
written, “By men of strange tongues and by the lips of strangers
I will speak to this people, and even so they will not listen to
Me,” says the Lord. 22 So then tongues are for a sign, not to those
who believe but to unbelievers; but prophecy is for a sign, not
to unbelievers but to those who believe.

Primarily, tongues are for unbelievers — not so much for the
church. And primarily, prophecy is for believers — not so much for
unbelievers. It seems to me that the sign of tongues for the
unbeliever would be most effective if the tongue was known to the

unbeliever but not to the speaker — as on the Day of Pentecost.
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But Paul also allows for tongues with interpretation. | don't believe
speaking in tongues is "evidence of the baptism in the Holy
Spirit". It usually accompanied the baptism in the Book of Acts —

but not always.

2 Therefore if the whole church assembles together and all
speak in tongues, and ungifted men or unbelievers enter, will
they not say that you are mad? *But if all prophesy, and an
unbeliever or an ungifted man enters, he is convicted by all, he
is called to account by all; % the secrets of his heart are
disclosed; and so, he will fall on his face and worship

God, declaring that God is certainly among you.

Here Paul gives one of the purposes of prophecy (preaching &
teaching) — through the body, not just through "the Pastor" —
namely, the Holy Spirit's convincing and convicting power through
the Word of God.

26 What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each
one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue,
has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.

Paul seems to indicate that tongues with interpretation can be as

"standard" as singing and teaching during "Body ministry". |
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believe there are two types of church meetings: 1) Body Ministry
2) Ephesians 4 Equipping Ministry. But | maintain that while
revelatory and miraculous spiritual gifts are certainly for today, the
genuine ones are more rare than we would think. | am suspicious
of prophecies and healings being expected to happen at every
meeting — it is too much like seeking the gifts rather than the
Giver. As | understand it, the ministry gift of a prophet is nofone
who gives "personal prophecies" at every meeting. Primarily, |
see 1 Corinthian 14 type prophecies coming through Body
ministry in a church gathering (and maybe more so, outside a
church gathering), but prophetic messages and teachings coming

through a prophet for the wider body of Christ.

27]f anyone speaks in a tongue, it should be by two or at the
most three, and each in turn, and one must interpret;

"Two or three" — again a Body Ministry setting.

2but if there is no interpreter, he must keep silent in the
church; and let him speak to himself and to God.

It seems to me Paul is saying, that if it is not a prophetic tongue

with interpretation, one should pray in tongues quietly in a church
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gathering (or at home). If it isn't interpreted, it is a disruption, there
is absolutely no reason for everyone else to have to hear it, if it is

not interpreted.

2 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others pass
judgment. 3 But if a revelation is made to another who is seated,
the first one must keep silent.> For you can all prophesy one by
one, so that all may learn and all may be exhorted;

Again, a Body ministry setting.

32and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets; 3 for God
is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of
the saints.

Tongues and prophecies are nofinvoluntary — they can be held
for an appropriate time. Discerning the "appropriate time" in a

gathering is a sign of maturity — and a role of leadership.

3The women are to keep silent in the churches; for they are not
permitted to speak, but are to subject themselves, just as the
Law also says. ¥ If they desire to learn anything, let them ask
their own husbands at home; for it is Mlimproper for a woman to
speak in church.

ot it it it Pt it it Pt it et Pt et et Pt it et Pt it Bt Pt it et Pt it et Pt it et Pt it et Pt it et Pt i) Pt Pt i Pt Pt Pt Pt

Some Thoughts on 1 Corinthians 14
WD Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2019) ~ https://www.AtChristsTable.org



https://www.atchriststable.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+14&version=NASB#fen-NASB-28714n

Obviously, this is another problematic passage: | don't think it
means that women cannot share in church. We need to take v. 34
with v. 35. | think this has more to do with women showing
respect for the headship of their husbands when in a public
gathering, and keeping order in the gathering. | have always
suggested: If a woman has something to share in a public
gathering, it will be much easier and much better received if the
husband introduces it first. This is in no way "required" — but the
headship of the husband both covers the wife and affirms what

she has to share.

36 Was it from you that the word of God first went forth? Or has
it come to you only? ¥ If anyone thinks he is a prophet

or spiritual, let him recognize that the things which I write to
you are the Lord’s commandment. 3 But if anyone does not
recognize this, he is not recognized. * Therefore, my

brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to
speak in tongues. ¥ But all things must be done properly and in
an orderly manner.

These last two verses summarize Paul's main points for writing
this whole passage: 1) Prophecy (preaching & teaching) is
"better" than tongues 2) Don't forbid speaking in tongues

3) Maintain order in a meeting.
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