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11 “And He gave some as1 apostles, some as prophets, 
some as evangelists, some as shepherds2, and teachers, 12 for the 
equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the building 
up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, 
to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of 
Christ. 14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here 
and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, 
by the trickery of people, by craftiness in deceitful 
scheming; 15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in 
all aspects into Him who is the head, that is, Christ, 16 from 
whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what 
every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each 
individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up 
of itself in love.” Ephesians 4:11-16 
!
"#$!%&$!'()(*%#+!,(-%*!.-!/0.*%1$*!/)2!0#.0&$%*!'$)%(.)$2!()!%&(*!
0/**/,$!*%(11!.0$#/%(3$!()!%&$!4&5#6&!%.2/+7!"2'(%%$21+8!%&$#$!(*!
'56&!/95*$!/)2!6.)%#.3$#*+!()!6.))$6%(.)!:(%&!%&$*$!'()(*%#($*;!
<.:$3$#8!/*!%&$!=/%()!0&#/*$!*%/%$*>!“Abusus non tollit usum. 
Abuse does not cancel use. Misuse of something is no argument against 
its proper use.” (Merriam Webster) ?.!#$@$6%!%&$!'()(*%#($*!.-!
/0.*%1$*!/)2!0#.0&$%*!(*!/!0$#*.)/1!0#$-$#$)6$!()!0#/6%(6$!A!'.*%!
1(B$1+!%.!/3.(2!/95*$!/)2!6.)%#.3$#*+;!C5%!%&$#$!(*!).%&(),!()!%&$!
D6#(0%5#$*!%.!3/1(2/%$!%&(*!6&.(6$;!!

 
1 “as” is in italics, because it does not appear in the Greek text. 
2 “shepherds” instead of “pastors” because every other place the Greek word poimen (Strong’s # 
4166) appears in scripture, it is translated “shepherd”, not “pastor”.  
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!
E%!(*!%&$!6.)3$)%(.)/1!F(*0$)*/%(.)/1!G!4$**/%(.)(*%!2.6%#()$!:&(6&!
/**$#%*!%&/%!%&$!'()(*%#($*!.-!/0.*%1$*!/)2!0#.0&$%*!A!/*!:$11!/*!
6$#%/()!.%&$#!*0(#(%5/1!,(-%*!!A!&/3$!H0/**$2!/:/+I;!?&(*!3($:!(*!
'.*%!.-%$)!9/*$2!.)!/!0..#!$J$,$*(*!.-!.)$!3$#*$!.-!*6#(0%5#$8!K!
4.#()%&(/)*!KL>KM8!:&(6&!*%/%$*>!“But when that which is perfect 

has come, then that which is in part will be done away.”!?&$!
“perfect”!(*!/#9(%#/#(1+!()%$#0#$%$2!/*!%&$!4/).)!.-!D6#(0%5#$;!
N(%&.5%!/!2.59%8!%&$!6/).)(O/%(.)!.-!*6#(0%5#$!(*!/)!$**$)%(/1!.-!
.5#!-/(%&8!95%!/%!%&$!%('$!.-!%&$!:#(%(),!.-!%&(*!$0(*%1$8!%&$!4&5#6&!
&/2!).!6.)6$0%!.-!/!H6/).)I!.#!%&/%!%&$!$*%/91(*&(),!.-!/!4/).)!
:.512!9$6.'$!)$6$**/#+!KPMMQKRMM!+$/#*!()%.!%&$!-5%5#$;!E%!
*$$'*!%.!'$!/!'56&!'.#$!#/%(.)/1!()%$#0#$%/%(.)!.-!“the perfect”!
()!%&$!6.)%$J%!.-!S/51T*!$0(*%1$!:.512!9$!:&/%!&$!#$-$#*!%.!/!-$:!
6&/0%$#*!1/%$#!()!K!4.#()%&(/)*!A!%&$!*$6.)2!6.'(),!.-!4&#(*%!/)2!
%&$!#$*5##$6%(.)!.-!%&$!4&5#6&!Q!!“Then comes the end, when He 
delivers the kingdom to God the Father.”4!!
!
?.!,$%!/!*$)*$!.-!&.:!6.)-5*$2!%&$!'.2$#)!4&5#6&!(*!.)!%&(*!
*59@$6%8!6.)*(2$#!%&(*>!U.*%!()!%&$!4&5#6&!B).:!%&/%!%&$!V#$$B!
:.#28!/0.*%.1.*8!6/)!9$!%#/)*1/%$2!/*!H/!*$)%!.)$I;!?&$(#!
5)2$#*%/)2(),!(*!%&/%!%&(*!#$-$#*!%.!H/!'(**(.)/#+I;!?&$+!/66$0%!

 
3 Usually the gifts of tongues, prophecy, healing, and miracles are singled out from the other 
spiritual gifts.   
4 1 Corinthians 15:24 (Context: vv. 20-28) 
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%&$!'()(*%#+!.-!'(**(.)/#($*!95%!'/+!&/3$!/!0#.91$'!#$6.,)(O(),!
%&$!)$$2!.-!%&$!1.6/1!6&5#6&!%.!&/3$!()05%!-#.'!$J%#/Q1.6/1!.#!
(%()$#/)%!'()(*%#($*;!?&$(#!0$#*0$6%(3$!(*>!“Missionaries are for all 

those poor people overseas – not for us here in the local church.”!?&$*$!
*/'$!0$.01$!*$$!S$%$#8!W/'$*8!W.&)8!/)2!W52$!/*!/0.*%1$*8!+$%!
%&$*$!'$)!:$#$!).%!H'(**(.)/#($*I!/*!%&$+!5)2$#*%/)2!%&$!%$#';!E-!
:$!H/'01(-+I!%&$!%#/)*1/%(.)!.-!/0.*%.1.*!%.!()6152$!H.)$!
6.''(**(.)$2!:(%&!/!05#0.*$I!A!H/)!/66#$2(%$2!'$**$),$#I8!H/!
#$0#$*$)%/%(3$I8!H/)!/'9/**/2.#I"!A!:$!,$%!*.'$:&/%!9$+.)2!%&$!
0#$*500.*$2!H@.9!2$*6#(0%(.)I!%.!%&$!/6%5/1!6&/#/6%$#8!
6&/#/6%$#(*%(6*8!/)2!/%%#(95%$*!.-!/!*$#3/)%!6/11$2!/)2!*$)%!9+!&(*!
=.#2;!!!!!
! !

"6%5/11+8!()!%&$!X$:!?$*%/'$)%!*6#(0%5#$*!%&$#$!/#$!%:.!
6/%$,.#($*!.-!/0.*%1$*>!

KY H?&$!KZI!:&.!:/1B$2!:(%&!W$*5*#!/)2!$*%/91(*&$2!%&$!).#'!-.#!%&$!
2.6%#()$!/)2!0#/6%(6$!.-!%&$!$/#1+!4&5#6&;$!!

ZY "%!1$/*%![!'.#$!/0.*%1$*!/#$!'$)%(.)$2!()!%&$!X$:!?$*%/'$)%%!
/-%$#!%&$!-(#*%!KZ;!")2!%&$#$!/#$!/1*.!/11!%&$!.%&$#!/0.*%1$*!

 
5 New Bible Dictionary; Dictionary of New Testament Theology. Cf. 2 Corinthians 5:20; 
Galatians 4:14.   
6 Matthew 10:2-4 
7 Jude 3  
8 Paul (Romans 11:13; Galatians 2:8); Barnabas (Acts 14:14); Apollos (1 Corinthians 4:9); 
Timothy and Silas (1Thessalonians 1:1, 2:6); Andronicus and Junia (Romans 16:7)  
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%&#.5,&.5%!4&5#6&!&(*%.#+!%.!%&$!0#$*$)%!:&.!&/3$!$'$#,$2!-#.'!
%&$!C.2+!.-!4&#(*%!/)2!-.11.:$2!%&$!/0.*%.1(6!%#/2(%(.);&!!
!

X.:&$#$!()!%&$!:&.1$!.-!%&$!D6#(0%5#$*!(*!%&$#$!/)+!()2(6/%(.)!%&/%!
/)+!*0(#(%5/1!,(-%*!:.512!0/**!/:/+!25#(),!%&(*!/,$;!?&#.5,&.5%!/11!
4&5#6&!&(*%.#+!%.!%&$!0#$*$)%!%('$!%&$!$3(2$)6$!.-!*0(#(%5/1!,(-%*!(*!
2.65'$)%$2;!"*!0#$3(.5*1+!*%/%$28!.-!/!6$#%/()%+8!%&$#$!&/3$!/)2!
/#$!/%#.6(.5*!/95*$*\!95%8!/,/()8!%&$!/)*:$#!%.!/95*$!(*!).%!
2(*5*$;!X$(%&$#!%&$!D6#(0%5#$*8!).#!%&$!<.1+!D0(#(%8!,(3$!%&$!4&5#6&!
0$#'(**(.)!%.!(,).#$!.#!2(*#$,/#2!/)+!.-!%&$!*0(#(%5/1!,(-%*;!!
!
?&(*!(*!:&/%!%&$!*6#(0%5#$!*/+*>!“And He gave some as apostles, 
and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and 
some as shepherds and teachers, for the equipping of the saints 
for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 
until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the 
stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.”!(Ephesians 4:11-
13)!E%!*&.512!9$!0$#-$6%1+!.93(.5*!%&/%!%&$!4&5#6&!&/*!).%!+$%!
/%%/()$2!%&$*$!%&(),*8!*.!5)%(1!(%!2.$*8!:$!)$$2!/11!%&$!$]5(00(),!
'()(*%#($*;!E-!:$!:/)%!%.!*/+!%&/%!/0.*%1$*!/)2!0#.0&$%*!&/3$!
0/**$2!/:/+8!%&$)!:$!'5*%!/1*.!*/+!%&/%!$3/),$1(*%*8!*&$0&$#2*8!
/)2!%$/6&$#*!&/3$!/1*.!0/**$2!/:/+;!C5%8!()!-/6%8!).)$!.-!%&$!
$]5(00(),!'()(*%#($*!&/3$!0/**$2!/:/+;!!

 
9 1 Corinthians 15:3-8; 1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2:6; Romans 16:7; Acts 14:14; Galatians 1:18-19; 
2:9 
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!
4&#(*%!,/3$!%&$!V#$/%!4.''(**(.)!%.!<(*!/0.*%1$*;!N&$)!%&.*$!
KZ!0/**$2!/:/+8!2(2!%&$!V#$/%!4.''(**(.)!0/**!/:/+7!^-!
6.5#*$8!).%;!E!*$$!*.'$!*(,)(-(6/)6$!()!%&$!-/6%!%&/%!W$*5*!,/3$!
%&$!V#$/%!4.''(**(.)!%.!/0.*%1$*8!/*!.00.*$2!%.!H0/*%.#*I!_/*!
:$!B).:!%&$'!%.2/+Y;!E!9$1($3$!%&/%!%.!0#$/6&!%&$!,.*0$1!/)2!
'/B$!2(*6(01$*!A!%.!01/)%!%&$!,.*0$1!/)2!1/+!%&$!`.5)2/%(.)!.-!
4&#(*%!Q!()!/)!/5%&$)%(6!:/+!#$]5(#$*!/)!/0.*%.1(6(%+;!D0$6(-(6/11+8!
%&$#$!)$$2*!%.!9$!/!4&#(*%Q6$)%$#$2!/0.*%.1(6(%+!()!.#2$#!-.#!%&$!

1(-$!.-!4&#(*%!%.!9$!*&/#$2'(!()!'()(*%#+!#$1/%(.)*&(0*!9$%:$$)!
2(*6(01$*!/)2!$]5(00(),!'()(*%$#*!Q!9$!%&$+!/)!/0.*%1$8!0#.0&$%8!
$3/),$1(*%8!*&$0&$#28!.#!%$/6&$#;''!!!!!!!!!
 
  

 
10 Colossians 3:16 
11 I have discussed this at length in other articles: The Apostles’ Teaching, Apostolic 
Discipleship, The Foundation of the Apostles & Prophets, Christ-centered Discipleship & 
Equipping Ministries, From Children to a Mature Man, The Vineyard of the Lord. 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
https://www.atchriststable.org/ebooks/the-apostles-teaching-2/
https://www.atchriststable.org/articles/apostolic-discipleship/
https://www.atchriststable.org/articles/apostolic-discipleship/
https://www.atchriststable.org/ebooks/the-foundation-of-the-apostles-prophets/
https://www.atchriststable.org/ebooks/discipleship-the-equipping-ministries/
https://www.atchriststable.org/ebooks/discipleship-the-equipping-ministries/
https://www.atchriststable.org/articles/from-children-to-a-mature-man/
https://www.atchriststable.org/ebooks/the-vineyard-of-the-lord/
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Bill & Frances Furioso 
 

~ At Christ’s Table ~  
 

 
 
 

Bill Furioso and his wife, Frances, have been married for more than 40 years, 
and have two children, four grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.  

Bill and Frances served as missionaries in South Africa for thirteen years 
making disciples, establishing churches, and training church leaders. Over a span of 40 
years, they also traveled extensively in an itinerant Bible teaching ministry which took 
them to hundreds of gatherings on four continents ministering in churches, conferences, 
spiritual formation seminars, and home gatherings. They have shepherded several 
churches, discipled many to Christ, and mentored church leaders in the USA and abroad.  

Being an avid student by nature, Bill has done both formal and informal study in 
various fields including Education, Music, Philosophy and Theology.  As a writer, he has 
authored many publications which are distributed worldwide. Because of Bill’s disabilities 
resulting from a spinal cord injury, he can no longer travel, so their ministries of  writing, 
recording, distributing, mentoring, and correspondence are now shared primarily via the 
Internet... www.AtChristsTable.org    
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“Explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words.”   1 Corinthians 2:13 
 

A teaching ministry from Bill and Frances Furioso 
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At Christ’s Table 
Disciples of the King and His Kingdom eating and drinking of Jesus 
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        THE CENTER 
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                        of Biblical Christianity 
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ALL OF OUR MINISTRY RESOURCES ON OUR WEBSITE:  
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Other places you will find our written & recorded resources … 
 

WRITTEN MESSAGES 

The Restoration Library: https://www.therestorationlibrary.com   

Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso 
 

RECORDED MESSAGES 
 

YouTube: www.YouTube.com/user/BillFurioso 
Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso 

SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/user-648428572 
Spreaker: https://www.spreaker.com/user/14502151 
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