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Introduction 

  
“It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God..” 

Hebrews 10:31 
 
A Terrifying Thing ~ Falling into the Hands of the Living God!"!

#!$%&&'(')*!*%*+'!,-.+$!/01'!2'')!3-('!%)1%*%)45!“To fall into the 

hands of the living God” is “terrifying”5!6.*!%*!%7!3-('!*/0)!*/0*5!
8/%+'!,'!309!)-*!)''$!*-!:7'';<!*/'!'=>'(%')?'@!%&!%*!?-3'7@!,'!
/->'&.++9!/01'!*/'!3'';)'77!*-!'32(0?'!%*!07!*/'!7>%(%*.0+!
2+'77%)4!,/%?/!%*!%75!!
!
A*!%7!:*'((%&9%)4<5!B-.!$-)C*!/01'!*-!:7'';<!%*5!A*!%7!0!2+'77%)45!!
!
8/0*!A!/01'!*-!7/0('!/'('!%7!0!('7.+*!-&!7.?/!0)!'=>'(%')?'!%)!39!
+%&'!0)$!*/'!%)7*(.?*%-)!-&!*/'!D-+9!E>%(%*!A!('?'%1'$!*/(-.4/!D%7!
%)7>%('$!7?(%>*.('75!E%)?'!39!,%&'!'$%*7!39!,(%*%)47@!A!3.7*!0$3%*!
>.2+%?+9!*/0*!,/0*!A!/01'!+'0()'$!&(-3!*/'!7?(%>*.('7!%7!)-*!&.++9!
'1%$')*!%)!39!+%&'5!!!
!
F'1'("*/'"+'77@!A!,%++!')$'01-(!*-!7/0('!7-3'!*/%)47!02-.*!G!

§ :H/'!I%7?%>+%)'!-&!*/'!J-($<!
 

1 “… but I press on if I may also take hold of that for which I was even taken hold of 
by Christ Jesus” Philippians 3:12b 
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§ H/'!K.$43')*!-&!L-$!
§ D%7!K.$43')*!-)!D%7!D-.7'/-+$!
§ D%7!K.$43')*!-)!A)$%1%$.0+!6'+%'1'(7!!
§ :E.&&'(%)4!%)!*/'!M+'7/<!0)$!:N'07%)4!&(-3!E%)<!
§ !E'+&"I%7?%>+%)'!
§ :O.(7.%)4!D-+%)'77<!0)$!:E''%)4!L-$<!
!

A!*/%);!,/0*!A!/01'!*-!-&&'(!%7!*(.'!0)$!%)!0??-($!,%*/!7?(%>*.('5!6.*!
A!0+7-!*/%);!%*!%7!3%)%30+5!H/'('!%7!3.?/!3-('!*-!2'!:.)'0(*/'$<5!!
!
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“The Discipline of the Lord”!
!
M%(7*+9@!,'!)''$!*-!7'**+'!,/'*/'(!-(!)-*!,'!2'+%'1'!“the hands of 

the living God”!?0)!4%1'!.7!:+-1'<!%)!*/'!&-(3!-&!7-3'*/%)4!-*/'(!
*/0)!,/0*!,'!.7.0++9!*/%);!-&!07!:+-1'<!G!)03'+9@!:$%7?%>+%)'<!%)!*/'!
&-(3!-&!>/97%?0+!?/07*')%)45!L(0)*'$@!:$%7?%>+%)'<!%7!0!$%1'(7'!
7.2P'?*5!6.*!$-!,'!2'+%'1'!*/0*@!0+-)4!,%*/!3-('!:7>%(%*.0+<!&-(37!
-&!$%7?%>+%)'@!*/'!J-($!0+7-!309!$%7?%>+%)'!D%7!?/%+$(')!,%*/!10(%-.7!
&-(37!-&!>/97%?0+!?/07*')%)4Q!E/-(*+9!0&*'(!,(%*%)4@!“It is a 
terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” 
(Hebrews 10:31), */'!,(%*'(!*-!*/'!D'2(',7!0+7-!,(-*'!*/%7R!
 
4”You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in 
your striving against sin; 5and you have forgotten the 
exhortation, which is addressed to you as sons,  
“MY SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE 
DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, NOR FAINT WHEN YOU ARE 
PUNISHED BY HIM; 6FOR WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE 
DISCIPLINES, AND HE PUNISHES EVERY SON WHOM HE 
ACCEPTS.”2 7It is for discipline that you endure; 
God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there 
whom his father does not discipline? 8But if you are 
without discipline, of which all have become partakers, 
then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9Furthermore, 
we had earthly fathers3 to discipline us, and we 

 
2 Cf. Proverbs 3:11-12 (NASB) The Hebrew words musar, Strong’s # 4148 and towkechah, 
Strong’s # 8433, translate essentially the same as the Greek words used by the writer to the 
Hebrews. 
3 Lit. “fathers of our flesh” 
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respected them; shall we not much more be subject to the 
Father of spirits, and live? 10For they disciplined us for a 
short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines 
us for our good, so that we may share His holiness. 11For the 
moment, all discipline seems not to be pleasant, but painful; 
yet to those who have been trained by it, afterward it yields the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness. 12Therefore, strengthen the 
hands that are weak and the knees that are feeble, 13and 
make straight paths for your feet, so that the limb which is 
impaired may not be dislocated, but rather be healed.”  

Hebrews 12:4-13 
!
H/'!,-($!:$%7?%>+%)'<!0>>'0(7!%)!*/%7!>07704'!)%)'!*%3'75!H/%7!
,-($!:$%7?%>+%)'<!$-'7)C*!.>7'*!-.(!*/'-+-495!H/'!L('';!,-($!%7!
>0%$'%0"@!,/%?/!?0)!2'!*(0)7+0*'$!,%*/!10(%-.7!,-($7R!*.*-(04'@!
'$.?0*%-)@!*(0%)%)45!8'C('!)-*!2-*/'('$!29!*/-7'!,-($75!69!
%3>+%?0*%-)@!%*!?0)!2'!*(0)7+0*'$!07!%)7*(.?*%-)@!-(!'1')!).(*.('5!
8'!0('!?'(*0%)+9!)-*!$%7S.%'*'$!29!*/-7'!,-($7!'%*/'(5!6.*!%*!?0)!
0+7-!%3>+9!?-(('?*%-)@!?/07*')%)4@!?/07*%7'3')*5!F-,!,'C('!
4'**%)4!0!2%*!.)?-3&-(*02+'5!!
 

H-!30;'!30**'(7!,-(7'@!*/'!,(%*'(!*/')!.7'7!0!,-($!,/%?/!*/'!
F#E6!*(0)7+0*'7!07!:>.)%7/'$<!0)$!:>.)%7/'7<5!L(0)*'$@!-*/'(!
*(0)7+0*%-)7!.7'!*/'!,-($7!?-(('?*'$@!('>(-1'$@!('2.;'$!&-(!*/'!
L('';!,-($!'+'4?/-5#!H/-7'!,-($7!0('!0!2%*!7*'()@!2.*!,'!?0)!

 
4 Strong’s # 3809 
5 Strong’s # 1651 
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0??'>*!*/'35!T1')!*/'!UVWW!0)$!UVVX!'$%*%-)7!-&!*/'!F#E6!.7'$!
*/'!,-($!:('>(-1'$<5!E-!,/9!$%$!*/'!YZYZ!'$%*%-)!-&!*/'!F#E6!
?/--7'!*-!.7'!*/'!,-($!:>.)%7/'$<!%)!1'(7'!X5!8'!$-)C*!+%;'!*/0*!
,-($@!:>.)%7/'$<5!#)$!%*!.)7'**+'7!-.(!*/'-+-495!!
!
8/0*!%7!('0++9!2-*/'(7-3'!%7!*/0*!*/'!F#E6!.7'7!*/'!,-($!
:>.)%7/'7<!040%)!%)!1'(7'![5!A*!>(-202+9!7/-.+$!/01'!)-*@!2'?0.7'!
*/'('!*/'!*'=*!/07!0!$%&&'(')*!L('';!,-($!G!307*%4--5$!L('';!
7?/-+0(@!K03'7!E*(-)4@!7097!*/%7!,-($!3'0)7!+%*'(0++9!-(!
&%4.(0*%1'+9@!:,/%><@!2'?0.7'!%*!%7!*/'!L('';!,-($!&-(!*/'!\-30)!
&+04'++.35!#+-)4!,%*/!*/%7!>07704'!%)!D'2(',7@!*/'!,-($!0>>'0(7!
7%=!-*/'(!*%3'7!%)!*/'!F',!H'7*03')*!2'%)4!.7'$!29!0++!&-.(!
4-7>'+!,(%*'(7]!0)$!'1'(9!*%3'!%*!('&'(7!*-!0!>/97%?0+!7?-.(4%)45%!A!
*/%);!%*!,-.+$!2'!$%&&%?.+*!*-!30;'!0!?07'!*/0*!*/'!,(%*'(!*-!*/'!
D'2(',7!3'0)*!^FJB!7-3'!*9>'!-&!:7>%(%*.0+!%)7*(.?*%-)<!,/')!
/'!?/-7'!*/%7!,-($5!
!
^)!*/'!?-)*(0(9@!A!2'+%'1'!*/'!,(%*'(!*-!*/'!D'2(',7!%7!%)?+.$%)4!
*/'!0++-,0)?'!&-(&!>/97%?0+!$%7?%>+%)'!%)!*/'!10(%-.7!&-(37!%)!
,/%?/!-.(!E>%(%*.0+!M0*/'(!$%7?%>+%)'7!D%7!?/%+$(')5!H/%7!$-'7@!2.*!
7/-.+$!)-*@!$%7*.(2!-.(!*/'-+-495!A&!*/%7!>0(*%?.+0(!*9>'!-&!$%7?%>+%)'!

 
6 Strong’s # 3146 
7 Matthew 10:17; 20:19; 23:34; Mark 10:34; Luke 18:33; John 19:1. 
8 I put the words “allowance for” in italics, because we will be discussing the fact that the 
“physical discipline” is meted out, not by God’s hand, but by Satan’s hand. 
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,'('!)-*!0>>+%'$!*-!*/'!2-$9@!,/0*!?-.+$!*/'!,(%*'(!>-77%2+9!3'0)!
,%*/!*/'!,-($7R!
• :shedding blood in your striving against sin”? (Hebrews 

12: 4) H/'!,(%*'(!7>'0;7!-&!*/%7!%)!*/'!?-)*'=*!-& “the 

discipline of the Lord”. “Striving against sin” is an aspect 
we will address a bit later. But “shedding blood” – this is 
clearly in the category of the physical.!

§ ”Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the 
knees that are feeble, and make straight paths for your 
feet, so that the limb, which is impaired may not be 
dislocated, but rather be healed.” (Hebrews 12:12-13) #7!%*!
/07!2'')!70%$R!:CH/'('&-('C!%7!*/'('!&-(!0!('07-)5<!D'!%7!
('&'((%)4!*-!2-$9!>0(*7!,/%?/!/01'!2'')!0&&+%?*'$!0)$!)-,!
)''$!*-!2'!('7*-('$!*-!/'0+*/5!

!
Physical Discipline 
!
A!03!F^H!>.(>-(*%)4!*/0*!>/97%?0+!$%7?%>+%)'!%7!*/'!^FJB!&-(3!-&!
“the discipline of the Lord”@!-(!'1')!*/0*!%*!%7!*/'!3-7*!?-33-)!
&-(3!-&!:*/'!$%7?%>+%)'!-&!*/'!J-($<5!A!$-!2'+%'1'!*/0*!*/'!J-($C7!
>(%30(9!&-(3!-&!$%7?%>+%)%)4!D%7!?/%+$(')!%)!*/'!F',!N-1')0)*!%7!
29!*/'!D-+9!E>%(%*!*/(-.4/!D%7!%)7>%('$!7?(%>*.('75!6.*!7>%(%*.0+!
?/%+$(')@!+%;'!)0*.(0+!?/%+$(')@!$-!)-*!0+,097!*0;'!*-!/'0(*!,-($7!-&!
%)7*(.?*%-)5!T1')!30*.('!$%7?%>+'7!-&!N/(%7*@!;)-,%)4!0)$!
2'?-3%)4!0??.7*-3'$!*-!D%7!4(0?'@!-&*')!02.7'!*/0*!4(0?'@!
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$'?'%1%)4!*/'37'+1'7!%)*-!*/%);%)4R!:H/'!J-($!/07!0)$!,%++!&-(4%1'!
0++!39!7%)@!AC3!?-1'('$!29!D%7!4(0?'5<!8/%+'!*/%7!%7!*(.'@!*/'!J-($C7!
>.(>-7'7!4-!2'9-)$!&-(4%1')'77!*-!70)?*%&%?0*%-)5!A)!-*/'(!,-($7@!
D'!$'7%('7!)-*!-)+9!*-!&-(4%1'!.7!-&!7%)@!2.*!*-!0+7-!?+'0)7'!.7!-&!
7%)5!!E-@!%)!D%7!+-1'@!*/'!J-($!7-3'*%3'7!0++-,7!>/97%?0+!
$%7?%>+%)'!&-(!*/'!>.(>-7'!-&!“the holiness”,9 without which no 

one will see the Lord”5!_D'2(',7!UYRU`@!N&5!UYRUZa!#)$@!,/%+'!
7-3'!309!%)7%7*!*/'!%$'0!-&!>/97%?0+!$%7?%>+%)'!%7!*/'-+-4%?0++9!
:$'20*02+'<@!*/'!?-)?'>*@!%)!&0?*@!(.)7!*/(-.4/-.*!7?(%>*.('5! 
!
H/'('!%7@!-&!?-.(7'@!*/'!1'(7'R!“The one who spares his rod 

hates10 his child, but the one who loves his child is diligent in 
disciplining him.”!!!6.*!*/0*!/07!*-!$-!,%*/!*/'!$%7?%>+%)'!-&!
?/%+$(')!29!“fathers of the flesh”5!'!A!03!&-?.7%)4!%)!-)!0)!07>'?*!
-&!“the discipline of the Lord”!,/%?/!%7!>/97%?0+!$%7?%>+%)'!0)$!
?0)!2'!:0!*'((%&9%)4!*/%)4<5!
!
“The Hands of the Living God” 
!
“The hands of the Living God”!%)&+%?*%)4!>/97%?0+!$%7?%>+%)'!-)!
D%7!2'+-1'$!?/%+$(')Q!J'*C7!%)1'7*%40*'!*/'!%$'0R!8'!?0)!2'4%)!%)!

 
9 Note: The definite article, “the”, is in the Greek text. 
10 “’Hating’ a child in this sense means in essence abandoning or rejecting him; ‘loving’ a child 
means embracing and caring for him. Failure to discipline a child is tantamount to hating him—
not caring about his character.” (NET notes) 
11 Proverbs 13:24 New English Translation (NET) 
12 Cf. Hebrew 12:9 
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*/'!^+$!H'7*03')*!,%*/!K-2R!“Have pity on me, my friends, have 

pity, for the hand of God has struck me.”  (Job 19:21) M(-3!0!
('0$%)4!-&!*/'!6--;!-&!K-2!%*!%7!-21%-.7!*/0*!K-2C7!7.&&'(%)4!,07!
>/97%?0+!7.&&'(%)45!
 
#)$!I01%$R “For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; 
my strength was drained as in the summer heat. Selah.” (Psalm 
32:4) M(-3!,/0*!I01%$!,(-*'!%)!*/'!>('1%-.7!1'(7'@!,'!;)-,!/'!
,07!('&'((%)4!*-!>/97%?0+!7.&&'(%)4R “… my body wasted away 
through my groaning all day long.” Psalm 32:3 
 
H/'!0>-7*+'!O0.+!>(-)-.)?'$!*/'!&-++-,%)4!.>-)!T+9307: “’The 
hand of the Lord is upon you’, and he was blind and not see the 
sun for a time. And immediately a mist and a 
darkness fell upon him, and he went about seeking those 
who would lead him by the hand.” (Acts 13:10-11) Now Elymas 
may not have been a child of God, but the fact is, 0!&',!?/0>*'(7!
'0(+%'(!%)!*/'!6--;!-&!#?*7 */'!703'!*/%)4!/0>>')!*-!*/'!0>-7*+'!
O0.+@!“by the hand of the Lord”5!_#?*7!VRV"Uba!#)$@!-&!?-.(7'@!
,/0*'1'(!%*!309!/01'!2'')@!O0.+C7!“thorn” ,07 “in his flesh”.13!!!
 
H/'!J-($!L-$!D%37'+&!$'?+0('$R!“The One forming light and 
creating darkness, causing well-being and creating disaster; I 
am the LORD who does all these things.” Isaiah 54:7 
 

 
13 2 Corinthians 12:7-9 
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A)!2-*/!*/'!^+$!0)$!*/'!F',!H'7*03')*7@!,'!7''!*/%7!?-)?'>*!-&!
>/97%?0+!$%7?%>+%)'!0$3%)%7*'('$!“by the hand of the Lord”. D-,!
0('!,'!*-!.)$'(7*0)$!“the hands of the living God” 0&&+%?*%)4!D%7!
?('0*.('7Q!#!&',!1'(7'7!$-,)!%)!*/'!703'!?/0>*'(!-&!A70%0/!X`!
4%1'7!.7!*/'!.)$'(7*0)$%)4R!!
 
“Behold, I Myself have created the smith who blows on the 
fire of coals and produces a weapon for its work; and I have 
created the destroyer to inflict ruin. (Isaiah 54:16) E>'?%&%?0++9@!
L-$!?('0*'$!E0*0)!*-!$-!*/'!0&&+%?*%)4!%)!D%7!>/97%?0+!$%7?%>+%)%)45!
H/'!7*-(9!-&!K-2!04(''7!,%*/!*/%7!>'(7>'?*%1'R!H,%?'@!E0*0)!07;'$!
*/'!J-($!*-!0&&+%?*!K-2!>/97%?0++95!H,%?'!*/'!J-($!('7>-)$'$!*-!
E0*0)R!“He’s in your hand.”!"!#)$!*/'!J-($!.7'$!*/'!>/97%?0+!
$%7?%>+%)'!&-(!D%7!>.(>-7'7!%)!K-2C7!+%&'!0)$!?/0(0?*'(5!A!,%++!*-.?/!
3-('!-)!*/'7'!*/%)47@!07!,'!4-!0+-)45!A!/01'!0+7-!,(%**')!-&!*/'7'!
*/%)47!%)!3.?/!3-('!$'*0%+!%)!-*/'(!0(*%?+'75!#!E.&&%?'!*-!709!/'('!
*/0*!*/'!>/(07'@!“falling into the hand of the living God<@!

3'0)7!*/'!J-($!0++-,7!-)'!*-!&0++!%)*-!*/'!/0)$!-&!E0*0)!&-(!

>/97%?0+!$%7?%>+%)'!%)!*/'!>(-?'77!-&!0??-3>+%7/%)4!D%7!

>.(>-7'7!%)!.7!0)$!%)!-.(!+%1'75!!
 
 
 

 
14 Job 1:9-12 & 2:4-6 Many translations read, “in your (Satan’s) power”; but the literal translation 
is, “in your (Satan’s) hand”. 
15 Some Thoughts on Job, The Treasures of Darkness, Some Thoughts on Evil 
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“Suffering in the flesh” 
 
#!>0(0++'+!>07704'!*-!*/'!D'2(',7!UY!>07704'!%7!U!O'*'(!`!_,/%?/!
,'!,%++!$%7?.77!3-('!&.++9!040%)!+0*'(aR!!
!
“Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, 
arm yourselves also with the same purpose, because the one 
who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin.” 1 Peter 4:1 
!
D'('!AC$!+%;'!*-!>-%)*!-.*!*/'!?-))'?*%-)!2'*,'')!>/97%?0+!
$%7?%>+%)'!0)$!“suffering in the flesh”.!#7!,'!/01'!>('?-)?'%1'$!
%$'07!02-.*!0!>/97%?0+!0>>+%?0*%-)!-&!“the discipline of the Lord”,!
,'!0+7-!/01'!>('?-)?'%1'$!%$'07!02-.*!,/0*!“suffering in the 

flesh”!*/'!J-($!,-.+$!0++-,5!8'!.7.0++9!*/%);!%)!*'(37!-&!
>'(7'?.*%-)!0)$!*/'!>/97%?0+!7.&&'(%)47!*/0*!309!%)?+.$'5!H/%7!%7!0!
>'(&'?*+9!0??.(0*'!>'(7>'?*%1']!2.*!)-*!*/'!-)+9!>-77%2%+%*9!-&!,/0*!
“suffering in the flesh”!3%4/*!3'0)5!O'*'(!30$'!('&'(')?'!*-!
K'7.7C!?(.?%&%=%-)@!,/%?/!,07@!%)$''$@!>'(7'?.*%-)]!2.*!%*!,07!0+7-!
+%*'(0+!7.&&'(%)4!%)!D%7!&+'7/5!A!03!)-*!,0)*%)4!*-!7-.)$!4+%2@!2.*!
-1'(!30)9!9'0(7@!AC1'!?-3'!*-!*/'!?-)?+.7%-)!*/0*!,/%+'!*/'!
01-%$0)?'!-&!$'0*/!0)$!7.&&'(%)4!%)!-.(!&+'7/!%7!-&!'=*('3'!
%3>-(*0)?'!*-!.7!/.30)!2'%)47@!%*!0>>0(')*+9!$-'7)C*!/-+$!*/0*!
703'!>+0?'!-&!>(-3%)')?'!%)!*/'!J-($C7!>'(7>'?*%1'5!A!*/%);!
7?(%>*.('!0**'7*7!*/0*!-.(!>'(7>'?*%1'!-)!*/'!>('7'(10*%-)!-&!*/'!
&+'7/!%7!$%&&'(')*!&(-3!*/'!J-($C7R!
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!
“For you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” Gen 3:19b 
 
Now if your right eye is causing you to sin, tear it out and 
throw it away from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the 
parts of your body, than for your whole body to be 
thrown into hell. And if your right hand is causing you to sin, 
cut it off and throw it away from you; for it is better for you to 
lose one of the parts of your body, than for your whole body to 
go into hell. Matthew 5:29-30 
 
If your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw 
it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than to 
have two hands and two feet and be thrown into the eternal 
fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it 
away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have 
two eyes and be thrown into the fire of hell. Matthew 18:8-916  
 

“The first man is from the earth, earthy; the second man is from 
heaven…. Now I say this, brothers and sisters, that flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the 
perishable inherit the imperishable.” 1 Corinthians 15:47 & 50  

!
H/%7!%7!-21%-.7+9!)-*!0!&.++!*('0*3')*!-&!*/'!7.2P'?*!2.*!7.&&%?'!*-!
709!/'('!*/0*!>/97%?0+!$%7?%>+%)'!0)$!:7.&&'(%)4!%)!*/'!&+'7/<!0('!
*--+7!-&!70)?*%&%?0*%-)!“in the hands of the Living God”.!!

!
 

16 Cf. Mark 9:43-49 
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The Judgment of God 

  
:H/'!I%7?%>+%)'!-&!*/'!J-($<!0)$!:H/'!K.$43')*!-&!L-$<!0('!
%)*'4(0++9!('+0*'$@!2'?0.7'!,/')!L-$!2(%)47!P.$43')*!.>-)!D%7!
>'->+'@!%*!%7!&-(!*/'!>.(>-7'!-&!$%7?%>+%)'!%!G!F^H!?-)$'3)0*%-)5!&!
K.$43')*!.>-)!*/'!)-)"2'+%'1'(!%7!&-(!?-)$'3)0*%-)5!(!6.*!
.+*%30*'+9@!'1'(9-)'!%7!P.$4'$!*/'!703'!,09@!0??-($%)4!*-!*/'!
703'!7*0)$0($@!29!*/'!703'!?(%*'(%0!G!*/'!>'(&'?*%-)!-&!L-$5')!
H/'!)-)"2'+%'1'(!,%++!2'!P.$4'$!G!?-)$'3)'$!"!0&*'(!*/'!')$!-&!
*/%7!04'5!H/'!2'+%'1'(!%7!2'%)4!P.$4'$!G!$%7?%>+%)'$!"!)-,@!$.(%)4!
*/%7!04'!"!&-(!*.*-(04'@!'$.?0*%-)@!*(0%)%)4@!%)7*(.?*%-)@!).(*.('@!
?-(('?*%-)@!?/07*')%)4@!?/07*%7'3')*!5'!!#)$!07!,'!/01'!
$%7?.77'$@!$%7?%>+%)'!?0)!0+7-!/01'!0!>/97%?0+!&-(3''5!J%;',%7'!
,%*/!P.$43')*!G!%*!*--!309!/01'!0!>/97%?0+!&-(35!
!
J%;'!:H/'!I%7?%>+%)'!-&!*/'!J-($<@!:H/'!K.$43')*!-&!L-$<!%7!0+7-!0!
$%1'(7'!7.2P'?*5!T1')!*/'!L('';!,-($@!;(%30'*@!,/%?/!%7!*(0)7+0*'$!
:P.$43')*<@!/07!$%1'(7'!2.*!('+0*'$!3'0)%)475!H/'!(--*!3'0)%)4!
%7!*-!$%7*%)4.%7/!G!*-!30;'!0!$%7*%)?*%-)!G!*-!30;'!0!7'>0(0*%-)!"!!

2'*,'')!4--$!0)$!'1%+@!2'*,'')!(%4/*!0)$!,(-)4@!0)$!%)!0!?-.(*!

 
17 1 Corinthians 11:32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; James 1:2-4 
18 Romans 8:1 
19 Mark 16:16; John 3:18; Hebrews 3:19; 1 John 3:23 
20 Cf. Deuteronomy 32:4; Psalm 18:30; Matthew 5:48; Ephesians 4:13 
21 Cf. 1 Peter 4:4-13. Greek: paideia, Strong’s # 3809 and elegcho, Strong’s # 1651 
22 Greek: mastigoo, Strong’s # 3146 
23 Strong’s # 2917 
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-&!+0,@!2'*,'')!+'40+!0)$!%++'40+5!A)!*/'!F',!H'7*03')*@!*/'!
L('';!,-($!;(%7%7'"!.7.0++9!('&'(7!*-!*/'!('7.+*!-(!?-)7'S.')?'7!-&!
*/'!$'?%7%-)!30$'!%)!P.$43')*!G!&-(!'=03>+'@!*/'!J-($C7!P.$43')*!
%)!&01-(!-&!*/'!\'$''3'$!0)$!*/'!J-($C7!?-)$'3)0*%-)!-&!*/'!
c)('$''3'$5'#!!
 

“The Lord is known by the judgment He executes; 
the wicked is snared in the work of his own hands.” 

Psalm 9:16 NKJV 
!
H/'!&%(7*!>0(*!-&!*/%7!1'(7'!%)$%?0*'7!*/0*@!%&!,'!,0)*!*-!;)-,!0)$!
.)$'(7*0)$!L-$@!,'!)''$!*-!;)-,!0)$!.)$'(7*0)$!D%7!
P.$43')*75!H/%7!%7!7-!2'?0.7'!D%7!P.$43')*7!('1'0+!0)!'77')*%0+!
07>'?*!-&!D%7!)0*.('!0)$!?/0(0?*'(!G!)03'+9@!“the holiness”'$!
,/%?/!%)*(%)7%?0++9!$%7*%)4.%7/'7!2'*,'')!4--$!0)$!'1%+@!0)$!
2'*,'')!(%4/*!0)$!,(-)45!:H/'!/-+%)'77<!%7!:D%7!/-+%)'77<5'%!
!
H/'!7'?-)$!>0(*!-&!1'(7'!*'++7!.7!*/0*!,'!?0)!2'!7)0('$!%)!*/'!
,-(;!-&!-.(!-,)!/0)$75!H/0*!:7)0('<!309!?-3'!%)!*/'!&-(3!-&!
L-$C7!$%7?%>+%)0(9!P.$43')*!7%3>+9!0++-,%)4!-)'!*-!:('0>!,/0*!%7!
7-,)<5!6.*!%&!-)'!('>'0*'$+9!%4)-('7!*/'!?-)1%?*%-)!-&!7%)!29!*/'!
D-+9!E>%(%*!0)$!D%7!%)7>%('$!7?(%>*.('7@'&!$%7?%>+%)0(9!P.$43')*!

 
24 Strong’s # 2920 
25 Cf. Revelation 20:4-6 
26 Hebrews 12:14. Note: The definite article, “the”, is in the Greek text. 
27 Hebrews 12:10 
28 John16:8 
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?0)!?-3'!%)!*/'!&-(3!-&!L-$!0++-,%)4!E0*0)!*-!'='(?%7'!

ODBEAN#J!$%7?%>+%)'@!,/%?/!,-.+$!2'!*/'!?-)7'S.')?'!-&!

-)'C7!-,)!2(0d')"&0?'$!2'/01%-(5!H/'!+0**'(!%7!*/'!&-?.7!-&!-.(!
$%7?.77%-)!/'('5!
!
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His Judgment Now on the Household of God 
 
“For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of 
God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for 
those who do not obey the gospel of God?” 1 Peter 4:17 
 
H/'!7?(%>*.('7!%)&-(3!.7!*/0*!)-,!G!%)!*/%7!04'!G!*/'('!,%++!2'!
P.$43')*!'='(?%7'$!-)!*/'!D-.7'/-+$!-&!L-$!G!*/'!N/.(?/5'(!H/'!
N/.(?/!%7!2'%)4!P.$4'$!)-,@!0)$!:those who do not obey the 

gospel of God” ,%++!2'!P.$4'$!0*!*/'!')$!-&!*/%7!04'@!0*!*/'!L('0*!
8/%*'!H/(-)'!K.$43')*5*)!
!
e.?/!?-.+$!2'!70%$!02-.*!K.$43')*!%)!*/'!D-.7'/-+$!-&!L-$@!AC$!
+%;'!*-!7/0('!P.7*!0!&',!>'(7-)0+!-27'(10*%-)7R!A*!7''37!*-!3'!
,/')!*/'!7.2P'?*!-&!K.$43')*!%)!*/'!D-.7'/-+$!-&!L-$!%7!2'%)4!
$%7?.77'$@!-)'!.7.0++9!/07!:-*/'(<!>'->+'!%)!3%)$!G!&-(!'=03>+'@!
0++!*/-7'!:-*/'(<!>'->+'!%)!*/'!30)"30$'!('+%4%-.7!797*'37@!0)$!
0++!*/-7'!:-*/'(<!>'->+'!*'0?/%)4!0)$!&-++-,%)4!$-?*(%)'7!-&!
$'3-)7@!'*?5!D-,'1'(@!*/'!>(->/'*7!0>>-%)*'$!29!L-$!,/-!
,0()'$!-&!P.$43')*!%$')*%&%'$!*/'37'+1'7!,%*/!*/'!>'->+'!-&!

L-$5!H/'('!,07!)-!:.7!0)$!*/'3<!G!P.7*!:.7<5!N-)7%$'(!
K'('3%0/C7!J03')*0*%-)7!0)$!K'7.7!,''>%)4!-1'(!K'(.70+'35*!!

 
29 Cf. Matthew 3:10; Revelation 11:1-2; 1 Corinthians 5:5, 11:30-32 
30 Revelation 20:11-15 
31 Matthew 23:37-39; Luke 19:41-44 
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H/'!<*/'3<!,'('!*/'%(!>'(7'?.*-(7!"!')'3%'7!-&!*/'!D-.7'/-+$!-&!
L-$5!!
!
N-)?'()%)4!*/'!:.7!0)$!*/'3<!>'(7>'?*%1'!%)!*/'!N/.(?/R!H/'('!%7!
0)!'77')*%0+!$%&&'(')?'!2'*,'')!0!P.$4'!0)$!0!>(->/'*5!#!P.$4'!
30;'7!0!7'>0(0*%-)!G!&-(!'=03>+'@!7'>0(0*%)4!>'->+'@!07!0!
7/'>/'($!7'>0(0*'7!7/''>!0)$!4-0*75*'!#!>(->/'*!309!0+7-!2(%)4!
0!7'>0(0*%-)5!6.*!,/'('07!*/'!P.$4'!>(-)-.)?'7!*/'!7'>0(0*%-)@!
*/'!>(->/'*!>(-)-.)?'7!:*/'!,-($!-&!*/'!J-($<5!H/0*!,-($!2(%)47!
*/'!7'>0(0*%-)!G!)-*!*/'!>(->/'*5!A)!-*/'(!,-($7@!*/'!>(->/'*!
>(-)-.)?'7!*/'!,-($!-&!*/'!K.$4'5!H/'('!0('!30)9!>(->/'*7!,/-!
0?*!07!0!3-.*/>%'?'!-&!*/'!J-($5!H/'('!%7!-)+9!^)'!K.$4'5!
 
“There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to 
save and to destroy; but who are you, judging your neighbor?”  

James 4:12 
 
“Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his 
own master he stands or falls; and he will stand, for the Lord is 
able to make him stand.” Romans 14:4 
!
H/'!*(.'!>(->/'*!$-'7!)-*!0?*!07!H/'!K.$4'5!\0*/'(@!/'!%$')*%&%'7!
/%37'+&!,%*/!*/'!>'->+'!-&!L-$@!0)$!%7!P'0+-.7!&-(!0++!*/-7'!,/-3!
K'7.7!('$''3'$!29!D%7!2+--$5!!
!

 
32 Matthew 25:31-46 
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#+7-@!*/'!7.2P'?*!30**'(!2'%)4!0$$('77'$!%)!*/'!?-)*'=*!-&!*/'!
K.$43')*!%)!*/'!D-.7'/-+$!-&!L-$!$-'7!)-*!/01'!*-!$-!,%*/!:)-*!
$-%)4!?/.(?/!?-(('?*+9<!-(!'1')!&0+7'!*'0?/%)475!A*!/07!*-!$-!,%*/!
:/.30)!+.7*7<R!“indecent behavior, lusts, drunkenness, 
carousing, drinking parties, and wanton idolatries” (1 Peter 4:2-
3).!H-!O'*'(C7!+%7*7!-&!/.30)!+.7*7!,'!?-.+$!0$$!O0.+C7!+%7*!-&!*/'!
“deeds of the flesh”: “sexual immorality, impurity, 
indecent behavior, idolatry, witchcraft, hostilities, strife, 
jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, dissensions, 
factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of 
which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that 
those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of 
God.” Galatians 5:19-2133!
 
A)!*/'7'!+%7*7!-&!+.7*&.+!2'/01%-(7@!7-3'!0('!-&!0!>.2+%?!)0*.('!
,/%?/!S.%?;+9!0)$!'07%+9!*0()%7/!*/'!,%*)'77!-&!*/'!N/.(?/!*-!*/'!
,0*?/%)4!8-(+$5!6.*!-*/'(7!0('!0+7-!-&!0!>(%10*'!)0*.('!"!:7'?('*!
7%)7<!,/%?/!309!2'!/%$$')!&(-3!*/'!8-(+$!0)$!*/'!N/.(?/!2.*!0('!
“open and laid bare”!2'&-('!*/'!&0?'!-&!*/'!J%1%)4!L-$5!!!!
!
“There is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are 
open and laid bare to the eyes of Him to whom we must 
answer.” Hebrews 4:13 
 
“I am He who searches the minds and hearts; and I will give to 
each one of you according to your deeds.” Revelation 2:2334 

 
33 Cf. Romans 1:28-32; 1 John 2:16 
34 Cf. Psalm 7:9; 26:2; 139:1; Jeremiah 11:20; 17:10 
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A!03!('3%)$'$!-&!I01%$C7!7%)!,%*/!60*/7/'205*#!I01%$!,')*!*-!
4('0*!+')4*/7!*-!;''>!/%7!7%)!,%*/!60*/7/'20!7'?('*5!A)!1'(9!
?.))%)4!,097@!I01%$!,07!02+'!*-!7.??'77&.++9!/%$'!/%7!+.7*!&(-3!
>.2+%?!1%',5!#)$!07!/'!$%$!7-@!/%7!7%)!2%(*/'$!3-('!7%)7!('7.+*%)4!
%)!$'0*/@!&-(!29!%*7!1'(9!)0*.('@!7%)!0+,097!>(-$.?'7!$'0*/5*$!8'!
,-.+$!+%;'!*-!*/%);!7-@!2.*!*/%7!$'0*/!%7!)-*!+%3%*'$!*-!*/'!'3-*%-)0+!
0)$!7>%(%*.0+!('0+375!A)!*/%7!?07'@!0!>/97%?0+!&(.%*!-&!*/0*!$'0*/!,07!
*/'!$'0*/!-&!c(%0/@!60*/7/'20C7!/.720)$5!^&!0!?'(*0%)*9@!*/'!D-+9!
E>%(%*!,07!+09%)4!/'019!.>-)!I01%$C7!/'0(*!0)$!3%)$!*-!2(%)4!/%3!
*-!('>')*0)?'5!6.*!/'!('7%7*'$@!-(!7-3'/-,!*/(-.4/!$'?'>*%1'!
('07-)%)4!/'!?-)1%)?'$!/%37'+&!/'!?-.+$!7*%++!('30%)!%)!L-$C7!
&01-(!,/%+'!?-)*%).%)4!%)!/%7!7%)5!8'!/01'!)-!%$'0!-&!/-,!+-)4!/'!
0?*.0++9!>'(7%7*'$!%)!*/%75!6.*!-)'!$09@!*/'('!,07!:0!;)-?;!0*!*/'!
$--(<!,%*/!F0*/0)!>-%)*%)4!/%7!&%)4'(!%)!I01%$C7!&0?'!709%)4@!“You 
are the man…. and you have shown utter disrespect for the 
Lord.”*%!I01%$!('>')*'$*&!0)$!L-$!&-(401'!/%35!6.*!*/'!$'0*/!
'30)0*%)4!&(-3!/%7!7%)!?-)*%).'$!&.(*/'(!%)!*/'!&-(3!-&!*/'!$'0*/!
-&!/%7!7-)!2-()!*-!60*/7/'205!I01%$!,07!&-(4%1')!0)$!?-)*%).'$!

 
35 2 Samuel 11-12 
36 “The wages of sin is death.” Romans 6:23 
37 2 Samuel 12:14 
38 Psalm 51 
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“serving the purpose of God in his generation”*(@!2.*!)'1'("*/'"
+'77@!/'!0+7-!('?'%1'$!P.$43')*!29!*/'!/0)$!-&!*/'!J%1%)4!L-$5")!!! !

 
39 Acts 13:36 
40 In total, four of David’s sons experienced untimely deaths – the “four times over” judgment 
David unknowingly pronounced upon himself. 2 Samuel 12:5-6 
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His Judgment Now on Individual Believers 
!
H/'!-*/'(!-27'(10*%-)!AC1'!30$'!%7!*/0*!,/')!K.$43')*!%)!*/'!
D-.7'/-+$!-&!L-$!%7!$%7?.77'$@!,'!*')$!*-!*/%);!%)!:?-++'?*%1'<!
*'(37@!(0*/'(!*/0)!%)$%1%$.0+7!"!+%;'!-.(7'+1'7!"!2'%)4!P.$4'$5!A*!
309!)-*!2'!,(-)4!*-!*/%);!-&!L-$C7!P.$43')*!?-3%)4!.>-)!*/'!
,/-+'!N/.(?/@!2.*!*/'!('0+%*9!%7@!*/'!N/.(?/!%7!30$'!.>!-&!
%)$%1%$.0+7@!0)$!P.$43')*!?-3'7!.>-)!%)$%1%$.0+7!G!'1')!
-.(7'+1'75!A)!&0?*@!*/'!7?(%>*.(0+!'=03>+'7!A!/01'!&-.)$!
?-)?'()%)4!K.$43')*!%)!*/'!D-.7'/-+$!-&!L-$!$'>%?*!%)$%1%$.0+7!
?-3%)4!.)$'(!*/'!/0)$!-&!*/'!J%1%)4!L-$5!J'*C7!+--;!0*!*,-!
'=03>+'7R!!! 
 
“… destruction of the flesh….” !
 
“You are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of his 
flesh, so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord.”  

1 Corinthians 5:5 
 
A)!/%7!+'**'(!*-!*/'!N-(%)*/%0)7@!O0.+!0$$('77'7!0!7%*.0*%-)!%)!*/'!
?/.(?/!%)1-+1%)4!0!7'=.0++9!%33-(0+!>'(7-)!G!0!2'+%'1'(!,/-!,07!
0!3'32'(!%)!*/'!+-?0+!2-$9!-&!2'+%'1'(7!%)!N-(%)*/5!O0.+!'=/-(*'$!
*/'!?/.(?/!*-!'='(?%7'!P.$43')*!G!*/0*!%7@!*-!$%7*%)4.%7/@!0)$!30;'!
0!$%7*%)?*%-)!2'*,'')!4--$!0)$!'1%+@!2'*,'')!(%4/*'-.7)'77!0)$!
.)(%4/*'-.7)'77@!0)$!%)!*/%7!?07'!*-!$%7"&'++-,7/%>!*/'!7'=.0++9!
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%33-(0+!>'(7-)!G!*/0*!%7@!*-!30;'!0!7'>0(0*%-)5!A)!&0?*@!0+*/-.4/!
/'!,07!)-*!>/97%?0++9!>('7')*@!%)!/%7!+'**'(!O0.+!>(-)-.)?'$!*/'!
P.$43')*!0)$!7>'?%&%'$!*/0*!*/'!7'=.0++9!%33-(0+!>'(7-)!2'!
“delivered to Satan for the destruction of his flesh” SO THAT 
“his spirit may be saved on the Day of the Lord”. H/'!-.*?-3'!
/->'$!&-(!,07!*/0* “his spirit may be saved on the Day of the 

Lord”. D-,!0('!,'!*-!.)$'(7*0)$!*/%7 “destruction of the flesh”?!
A*!?0))-*!2'!1%','$!07!0!>.)%7/3')*!29!,/%?/!70+10*%-)!%7!>0%$!
&-(@!2'?0.7'!70+10*%-)!%7!-)+9!“by grace, through faith”41!%)!*/'!
2+--$!70?(%&%?'!-&!K'7.75!F-@!*/%7!“destruction of the flesh” %7!

>/97%?0+!$%7?%>+%)'!"!:7.&&'(%)4!%)!*/'!&+'7/<!"!07!0!&-(3!-&!L-$C7!

P.$43')*!,%*/!0!1%',!*-!('>')*0)?'@!70)?*%&%?0*%-)@!0)$!

('$'3>*%-)5!!
!
8'!7''!0)-*/'(!'=03>+'!%)!*/'!^+$!H'7*03')*!-&!*/'!J-($!
0++-,%)4!7-3'-)'!*-!2'!:$'+%1'('$!*-!E0*0)!&-(!*/'!$'7*(.?*%-)!
-&!/%7!&+'7/<!%)!*/'!6--;!-&!K-25!H/'!J-($!0++-,'$!*/%7!*-!-??.(!
*,%?'@!0)$!2-*/!*%3'7!*/'!J-($!7'*!>0(03'*'(7!&-(!E0*0)5!H/'!
7'?-)$!*%3'@!E0*0)!,07!0++-,'$!*-!?0.7'!“suffering in the 

flesh”!&-(!K-25!H/'!J-($!70%$!*-!E0*0)@!“He is in your hand, but 

spare his life.”42!F-,!,%*/%)!7.?/!0!>0(03'*'(@!E0*0)!%7!)-*!
+%3%*'$!*-!,/0*!30;'7!7')7'!*-!.7!07!2'%)4!:7>%(%*.0++9!2')'&%?%0+<!
G!&-(!'=03>+'@!:H/'!('07-)!*/%7!>0(*%?.+0(!*/%)4!%7!/0>>')%)4!%7!

 
41 Ephesians 2:8 
42 Job 2:6 NKJV 
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2'?0.7'!%*!,%++!*'0?/!0)$!$'1'+->!7.?/!0)$!7.?/!%)!3'5<!H/0*!309!
-(!309!)-*!2'!*/'!('7.+*@!2.*!*/'!('0+%*9!%7@!0)9!7%*.0*%-)!4%1')!-1'(!
*-!E0*0)!,%++@!29!)0*.('!-&!*/'!?07'@!2'!(0*/'(!:/%$'-.7<5"*!!!
!
6.*!4'**%)4!20?;!*-!*/'!F',!N-1')0)*@!,/%+'!,'!$-!)-*!;)-,!,/0*!
*/'!J-($!0++-,'$!E0*0)!*-!$-!*-!*/'!N-(%)*/%0)!30)C7!&+'7/!0)$!,'!
$-!)-*!;)-,!*/'!-.*?-3'@!)'1'("*/'"+'77@!A!2'+%'1'!*/%7!%7!0!?+'0(!
'=03>+'!-&!0)!%)$%1%$.0+!2'+%'1'(!'=>'(%')?%)4!>/97%?0+!$%7?%>+%)'!
"!“suffering in the flesh”!"!07!0!&-(3!-&!L-$C7!P.$43')*!,%*/!0!
1%',!*-!('>')*0)?'@!70)?*%&%?0*%-)@!0)$!('$'3>*%-)5!!!!!
!
“… weak, sick, and dying”!

 

“For this reason, many among you are weak and sick, and a 
number are dying. But if we judged ourselves rightly, we 
would not be judged. But when we are judged, we are 
disciplined by the Lord so that we will not be 
condemned along with the world.” 1 Corinthians 11:30-32 
 
H/'!N-(%)*/%0)!?/.(?/!,07!'0*%)4!*/'!J-($C7!E.>>'(!%)!0) 
“unworthy manner” – “not recognizing the body” and 
“despising the church of God”. O0.+!'=/-(*'$!*/'3!*- “judge 

themselves” 7-!*/0*!*/'9!,-.+$!)-*!?-)*%).'!*-!2(%)4!L-$C7!

 
43 C. S. Lewis titled That Hideous Strength after a line in a poem by Sir David Lyndsay called 
“Ane Dialog” (1555) in which Lyndsay was describing the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11: 1-9): 
“The shadow of that hideous strength, Six miles and more it is of length.” In other words, the 
presence, and workings of Satan casts a long dark shadow. 
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P.$43')*!.>-)!*/'37'+1'7!G!*/0*!%7@!?-)*%).'!*-!2'?-3'!“weak, 

sick and dying”. O0.+!('&'(('$!*-!*/%7!P.$43')*!07!2'%)4 
“disciplined by the Lord”, E^!HD#H!*/'9!,-.+$ “not be 

condemned along with the world”. #40%)@!,'!/01'!0!?+'0(!
'=03>+'!-&!2'+%'1'(7!'=>'(%')?%)4!>/97%?0+!$%7?%>+%)'!"!“suffering 

in the flesh”!"!07!0!&-(3!-&!L-$C7!P.$43')*!%)!+%'.!-&!*/'3!
“rightly judging” */'37'+1'75!A*!%7!%3>-(*0)*!*-!)-*'!*/0*!O0.+!
70%$!*/%7!P.$43')*!%)!*/'!D-.7'/-+$!-&!L-$!,07!/0>>')%)4!)-,!
:so that we will not be condemned along with the world” 0*!*/'!
')$!-&!*/'!04'5!! !
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“Suffering in the Flesh” & “Ceasing from sin” 
 
1”Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, 
arm yourselves also with the same purpose, because the one 
who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2so as to 
live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human lusts, 
but for the will of God.”  1 Peter 4:1-2 
!
D'('!*/'!0>-7*+'!O'*'(!30;'7!0)!%)*(%4.%)4!7*0*'3')*R!“The one 

who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin.”44 D-,!0('!
,'!*-!.)$'(7*0)$!“ceasing from sin”Q!J'*C7!2'4%)!,%*/!*/'!,-($!
:?'07%)4<"#R!H/'!#>-7*+'7!H'0?/%)4"$!$-'7!F^H!?-)*0%)!*/'!
*'0?/%)47!-&!:7%)+'77!>'(&'?*%-)<!-(!:')*%('!70)?*%&%?0*%-)<5!8/%+'!
7*%++!%)!*/'!2-$9@!*/'!N/(%7*%0)!,%++!0+,097!2'!?0>02+'!-&!7%)5!H/'!
0>-7*+'!K-/)!,(-*'R!“No one who remains in Him sins 
continually; no one who sins continually has seen Him 
or knows Him.”47 H/'!1'(2!*')7'!%)!*/%7!7')*')?'!%7!>('7')*!
0?*%1'!%)$%?0*%1'5!H/'!+%*'(0+!3'0)%)4!%7!:$-'7!)-*!;''>!-)!7%))%)4<!
G!*/0*!%7@!07!0!+%&'7*9+'5!H-!“cease from sin” %7!*-!7*->@!('&(0%)@!S.%*!
7%)!07!0!+%&'7*9+'5!H/'!0>-7*+'!O'*'(!('&'(7!*-!7%)&.+!+%&'7*9+'7!%)!
1'(7'7!Y"`!-&!U!O'*'(!`5!!
!
!

 
44 1 Peter 4:1 
45 Greek: pavo, Strong’s # 3973 
46 Acts 2:42 
47 1 John 3:6 
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!
D-,'1'(@!,/%+'!)-*!+%1%)4!0!7%)&.+!+%&'7*9+'!%)!>.2+%?@!*/'!2'+%'1'(!
309!7*%++!2'!?-)*%).%)4!%)!0!>0(*%?.+0(!7%)&.+!>(0?*%?'_7a"&!,/%?/!

*/'!J-($!,%++!0$$('77!,%*/!D%7!$%7?%>+%)'!0)$!P.$43')*!,%*/!0!

1%',!*-!*/'!2'+%'1'(!7*->>%)4@!('&(0%)%)4@!S.%**%)4!*/0*!>0(*%?.+0(!

7%)&.+!>(0?*%?'_7a5!!!

!
E*%++@!/-,!0('!,'!*-!.)$'(7*0)$!*/'!?-))'?*%-)!2'*,'')!
“suffering in the flesh”!0)$!“ceasing from sin”Q!“Suffering in 

the flesh”!%7!F^H!*-!-2*0%)!&-(4%1')'77!-&!>07*!7%)7@!&-(!-.(!7%)7!
/01'!0+('0$9!2'')!&-(4%1')5"(!\0*/'(!%*!%7!&-(!*/'!?'07%)4!-&!*/'!
?-)*%).0)?'!-&!7%)7!%)!*/'!&.*.('@!07!%*!,'('5!H-!/'+>!&.(*/'(!-.(!
.)$'(7*0)$%)4!-&!*/'!?-))'?*%-)!2'*,'')!“suffering in the flesh”!
0)$!“ceasing from sin”@!+'*C7!('1%',!7-3'!>0(0++'+!>07704'7!&(-3!
O0.+C7!,(%*%)47!,/%?/!30;'!7%3%+0(!7*0*'3')*7R!
 
“If by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, 
you will live.” Romans 8:13 
 
“Putting to death”!309!2'!'S.0*'$!,%*/!“ceasing”. H/'!L('';!
,-($!*(0)7+0*'$!/'('!07!:$''$7<!%7!>(0=%7#)@!,/%?/!%7!3-('!+%*'(0++9!
*(0)7+0*'$!:>(0?*%?'7<!-(!:/02%*7<5!H/%7!:>.**%)4!*-!$'0*/!*/'!/02%*7!
-&!*/'!2-$9<!%7!')02+'$!:29!*/'!E>%(%*<5!

 
48 Romans 7:14-24 
49 1 John 2:12; Acts 13:38; 1 Corinthians 6:11 
50 Strong’s # 4234 
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“Now those who belong to Christ Jesus crucified the flesh with 
its passions and desires.” Galatians 5:24 
 
O0.+C7!.7'!-&!*/'!,-($!“crucified”!'S.0*'7!,%*/!*/'!>/(07'!“dead 

to sin”!,/%?/!/'!.7'7!%)!/%7!'>%7*+'7!*-!*/'!\-30)75#!!H/'!L('';!
,-($!*(0)7+0*'$!/'('!07!:>077%-)7<!%7!>0*/'30#'@!,/%?/!0+7-!
?0((%'7!*/'!3'0)%)47!:%)&+.')?'7@!-(!'3-*%-)7@!-(!0&&'?*%-)7<5!#)$!
*/'!L('';!,-($@!'>%*/.3%0@#*!*(0)7+0*'$!/'('!07!:$'7%('7<@!%7!3-('!
+%*'(0++9!*(0)7+0*'$@!:0!?(01%)4@!+-)4%)4@!3-7*+9!&-(!'1%+!$'7%('7<5!#"!
 
“Therefore, treat the parts of your earthly body 
as dead to sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 
greed, which amounts to idolatry.” Colossians 3:555 
 
H/'!:>0(*7!-&!*/'!2-$9<!0('!)-*!'1%+!%)!0)$!-&!*/'37'+1'7@!2.*!%)!
*/%7!?07'!0('!*/'!%)7*(.3')*7!.7'$!*-!7%)5!H-!“treat as dead”!?0)!
040%)!2'!'S.0*'$!,%*/!“ceasing”. D'('!O0.+!'S.0*'7!10(%-.7!
/.30)!+.7*7!07 “idolatry”. H/'!L('';!,-($!*(0)7+0*'$!:%$-+0*(9<!%7!
0!?-3>-.)$!,-($R!'%$&-+-@!3'0)%)4!:%$-+R]!0)$!+0*('%0@!3'0)%)4!
:7'(1%)4!%)!70?(%&%?%0+!,-(7/%><5#$!!
!

 
51 Romans 6:2-7, 11 
52 Strong’s # 3804 
53 Strong’s # 1939 
54 Vines’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words 
55 Cf. 1 Corinthians 5:10 
56 Vines’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words 
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E-@!,'!7''!*/0*!*/'7'!*/(''!1'(7'7!&(-3!O0.+C7!'>%7*+'7!
?-33.)%?0*'!*/-.4/*7!,/%?/!0('!7%3%+0(!*-!-(!('+0*'$!*-!*/0*!
,/%?/!,'!('0$!%)!O'*'(C7!'>%7*+'5!!
!
E-3'!%)*'(>('*!*/%7!“suffering in the flesh”!0)$!“ceasing from 

sin” 07!*/'!'S.%10+')*!-&!O0.+C7!7*0*'3')*!%)!\-30)7![RWR!“For he 

who has died has been freed from sin.”  6.*@!%&!,'!+--;!0*!*/'!
>('?'$%)4!1'(7'@!,'!7''!O0.+!%7!('&'((%)4!*-!*/'!:-+$!30)<!%)!
#$03!/01%)4!2'')!:crucified with Christ”: “… knowing this, 
that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin 
might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of 
sin.”!_\-30)7![R[a!8/'('07!O'*'(!%7!('&'((%)4!*-!2-()"040%)!
N/(%7*%0)7!G!*/-7'!,/-!0('!>0(*!-&!*/'!)',!?('0*%-)!%)!N/(%7*@!0)$!
,/-!0('!)-,!2'%)4!$%7?%>+%)'$@!P.$4'$@!0)$!30$'!/-+9!7-!“ they 

may live in the spirit according to the will of God”5!_U!O'*'(!

`R[a!!!! 
 

N-)?'()%)4!*/'!%)*'(>+09!-&!“suffering in the flesh”!0)$!“ceasing 

from sin”@!A!*/%);!#$03!N+0(;'C7!?-33')*!-)!*/'!>07704'!%7!
'=?'++')*!0)$!'=>'(%')*%0++9!0??.(0*'R!

“He that hath suffered in the flesh, hath ceased from sin - This is a 
general maxim, if understood literally: The man who suffers generally 
reflects on his ways, is humbled, fears approaching death, loathes himself 
because of his past iniquities, and ceases from them; for, in a state of 
suffering, the mind loses its relish for the sins of the flesh, because they 
are embittered to him through the apprehension which he has of death 
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and judgment; and, on his application to God’s mercy, he is delivered 
from his sin.” 

 
H-!*/0*!A!,-.+$!0$$R!A&!>/97%?0+!$%7?%>+%)'!0)$!P.$43')*!-&!*/'!
J-($!*0;'7!*/'!&-(3!-&!%++)'77!-(!%)P.(9@!*/'!2-$9!%7!:&-(?'$<!%)*-!0!
7%*.0*%-)!-&!2'%)4!$')%'$!?'(*0%)!?(01%)47!0)$!?-3&-(*75!N0('!&-(!0!
2-$9!*/0*!%7!%++!-(!%)P.('$!309!$'30)$!$%7?%>+%)'!%)!7?/'$.+'7@!
$%'*7@!*('0*3')*7@!>(-?'$.('7@!'*?5!H/%7!%7!0)!:%3>-7'$<!$%7?%>+%)'!
(0*/'(!*/0)!0!*(.'!7'+&"$%7?%>+%)'!+%;'!7'+&"?-)*(-+5!_8'!,%++!$%7?.77!
7'+&"?-)*(-+!7/-(*+9a5!6.*!*/'7'!:%3>-7%*%-)7<@!0+-)4!,%*/!>0%)!0)$!
7.&&'(%)4@!7'(1'!*-!0??+%30*'!*/'!2-$9!*-!7'+&"$')%0+5!H/'!2-$9!
+'0()7!*-!+%1'!,%*/-.*!%*7!+.7*7!2'%)4!70*%7&%'$!0*!%*7!$'30)$5!!
!
A!-&&'(!*/%7!7.330(9!('40($%)4!“suffering in the flesh”!0)$!
:ceasing from sin”R!#)!%)$%1%$.0+!2'+%'1'(!'=>'(%')?%)4!*/'!
>/97%?0+!$%7?%>+%)'!-&!*/'!J-($!"!“suffering in the flesh”!"!07!0!
&-(3!-&!L-$C7!P.$43')*!%7!4%1')!->>-(*.)%*9!*-!*(.+9!0)$!&.++9!
('>')*!-&!/'('"*-"&-('!7%)!-&!,/%?/!/'!/0$!)-*!*(.+9!0)$!&.++9!
('>')*'$5!D'!%7!4%1')!->>-(*.)%*9!&-(!*/'!D-+9!E>%(%*!*-!?+'0)7'!
_70)?*%&9a!/%3!-&!70%$!7%)_7a5!#)$!*/.7@!/'!%7!4%1')!->>-(*.)%*9!&-(!
*/'!('$'3>*%-)!-&!/%7!2-$9!-)!*/'!I09!-&!*/'!J-($@!/01%)4!2'')!
P.$4'$!)-,!(0*/'(!*/0)!0*!*/'!')$!-&!*/'!04'!,%*/!*/'!:7-)7!-&!
$%7-2'$%')?'<5#%!!

 
57 Colossians 3:6; Ephesians 2:2-3; Cf. Matthew 13:22; Mark 4:19 
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Self-Discipline!
 
A!7*0*'$!*/0*!0)!%)$%1%$.0+!2'+%'1'(!'=>'(%')?%)4!*/'!>/97%?0+!
$%7?%>+%)'!-&!*/'!J-($!"!:7.&&'(%)4!%)!*/'!&+'7/<!"!07!0!&-(3!-&!L-$C7!
P.$43')*!%7!4%1')!->>-(*.)%*9!*-!('>')*!0)$!2'!?+'0)7'$!
_70)?*%&%'$a!%)!>('>0(0*%-)!&-(!*/'!('$'3>*%-)!-&!*/'!2-$95!
^21%-.7+9@!0)!%)$%1%$.0+!309!('P'?*!*/0*!->>-(*.)%*9!0)$!)-*!
?-->'(0*'!,%*/!*/'!,-(;!-&!*/'!J-($5!6.*@!0+*'()0*%1'+9@!/-,!$-'7!
*/'!%)$%1%$.0+!:?-->'(0*'<!%)!*/%7!>(-?'77Q!!
!
H-!2'4%)!,%*/@!A!*/%);!%*!)'?'770(9!*-!?+'0(+9!7*0*'!040%)!*/0*!*/%7!
70)?*%&%?0*%-)!0)$!('$'3>*%-)!%7!F^H!:'0()'$<!*/(-.4/!“suffering 

in the flesh”@!7%)?'!“It is because of him that you are in Christ 
Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our 
righteousness, holiness, and redemption. Therefore, as it is 
written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”  
(1 Corinthians 1:30-31 NIV) “Salvation is of the Lord,”58 %*!%7!)-*!
:'0()'$<!*/(-.4/!“suffering in the flesh”.!!
 
D-,'1'(@!O0.+!*'++7!.7!*- “Work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, 
both to desire and to work for His good pleasure.”  

Philippians 2:12-13 
!

 
58 Psalm 3:8; 37:39; Jonah 2:9 
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“Salvation is from the Lord”,!2.*!,'!:,-(;!%*!-.*<5!8'!:,-(;<!%)!
&0%*/!*/0*!L-$!%7!0+7-!,-(;%)4!%)!.7!*-!2(%)4!D%7!70+10*%-)!*-!*/'!
>-%)*!-&!:D%7!4--$!>+'07.('<!%)!-.(!+%1'75!^.(!:,-(;<!%7!*-!?-"
->'(0*'!,%*/!*/'!E>%(%*!-&!*/'!J-($!,-(;%)4!%)!.75!D-,!$-!,'!
:,-(;<!0)$!:?-->'(0*'<!,%*/!*/'!J-($!%)!*/%7!>(-?'77Q!^)'!,09@!
,/%?/!%7!>'(*%)')*!*-!-.(!$%7?.77%-)@!%7!29!“strictly disciplining 

our body”.!H/%7!%7!0!>/(07'!.7'$!29!O0.+5!J'*C7!7''!,/0*!/'!

3'0)7!29!*/0*5!

!
24”Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, 
but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may 
win. 25Everyone who competes in the games exercises self-
control in all things. So, they do it to obtain a 
perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26Therefore I 
run in such a way as not to run aimlessly; I box in such a way, 
as to avoid hitting air; 27but I strictly discipline my body and 
make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to others, I 
myself will not be disqualified.” 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 
 

H/'!L('';!,-($!O0.+!.7'7!%7!/.>f>%0df@#(!,/%?/!3'0)7R!:*-!/%*!
.)$'(!*/'!'9'!_2.&&'*!-(!$%702+'!0)!0)*04-)%7*!07!0!>.4%+%7*a@!*/0*!
%7@!_&%4.(0*%1'+9a!*-!*'07'!-(!0))-9!_%)*-!?-3>+%0)?'a@!7.2$.'!_-)'C
7!>077%-)7aR!"!;''>!.)$'(@!30;'!,'0(95<$)!A!*/%);!*/'!#3>+%&%'$!
6%2+'!7.??''$7!%)!4%1%)4!*/'!&.++!3'0)%)4!-&!*/'!,-($R  

 
59 Strong’s # 5299 
60 Strong’s Concordance 
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“But [like a boxer] I buffet my body [handle it roughly, 
discipline it by hardships] and subdue it, for fear that after 
proclaiming to others the Gospel and things pertaining to it, I 
myself should become unfit [not stand the test, be unapproved 
and rejected as a counterfeit].” 1 Corinthians 9:27 AMP 

A*!%7!*(.'!*/0*!O0.+!/%37'+&!%3>-7'$!*/%7!$%7?%>+%)'!-)!/%7!-,)!
2-$95!6.*!A!03!7.44'7*%)4!&.(*/'(!*/0*!%)!*/'!7%*.0*%-)!-&!
“suffering in the flesh” .)$'(!“the hands of the Living God”61@!
*/'!2-$9!%7!2'%)4!“strictly disciplined” -(!“buffeted”.!#)$!%*!%7!
*/%7!“buffeting of the body”!"!>/97%?0+!$%7?%>+%)'!G!,/%?/!/'+>7!
')02+'!*/'!/.30)!7-.+!&-(!*(.'!0)$!&.++!('>')*0)?'!G!%5'5@!“ceasing 

from sin”5!!
!
6.*@!'1')!,/')!*/'!2-$9!%7!2'%)4!2.&&'*'$@!*/'('!0('!7*%++!*/'!
:20**+'!&%'+$7<!-&!*/'!3%)$!0)$!'3-*%-)7@!,/%?/!'1')!%)!%++)'77!0)$!
%)P.(9!0+7-!('S.%('!-)'!*-!“abstain from every form of evil”62 0)$ 
“make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts”63.  
 
Self-Control 
!
H/%7!“ceasing from sin”!%7!)-*!0)!'+%3%)0*%-)!-&!0++!*'3>*0*%-)@!2.*!
(0*/'(!%*!%7!*/'!02%+%*9!*-!709!:F-<!*-!*/'!+.7*7!-&!*/'!&+'7/5!6.*!,/0*!
%7!*/'!7-.(?'!-&!*/%7!02%+%*9!*-!709!:F-<Q!E'+&"?-)*(-+5!H/%7!

 
61 Physical suffering allowed - not directly imposed - by God, as we have discussed.   
62 1 Thessalonians 5:22 
63 Romans 13:14 
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027*%)')?'!-(!;''>%)4!-)'7'+&!0,09!&(-3$"!“every form of evil”!
%7!$-)'!*/(-.4/!7'+&"?-)*(-+@!,/%?/!%7!7%3>+9!?-)*(-++%)4!*/'!7'+&!
,%*/!('40($7!*-!/.30)!+.7*75!!
!
O0.+!'S.0*'7!/%7!“strictly disciplining the body” ,%*/!7'+&"

?-)*(-+@!%)!*/'!?-)*'=*!-&!*/'!&0?*!*/0*!“God is at work in you, 

both to desire and to work for His good pleasure.”65 M-(!O0.+!
70,!7'+&"?-)*(-+!07!-)'!-&!*/'!&(.%*7!-&!*/'!E>%(%*5$$!E-@!%&!,'!/01'!
('?'%1'$!*/'!4%&*!-&!*/'!D-+9!E>%(%*@!,'!?0)!+--;!*-!*/'!>-,'(!-&!*/'!
D-+9!E>%(%*!*-!?-)*(-+!-.(!7'+1'75!A!&%)$!%*!%7!0+,097!7%3>+9!0!30**'(!
-&!?/-%?'!G!*-!-2'9!-.(!+.7*7!-(!-2'9!*/'!E>%(%*5!A!03!)-*!
3%)%3%d%)4!*/'!7*(.44+'!2'*,'')!*/'!&+'7/!0)$!*/'!E>%(%*5!6.*!-.(!
70)?*%&%?0*%-)!%7!L-$C7!,%++@!0)$!D'!%7!>('7')*!,%*/%)!.7!0)$!0*!
,-(;!,%*/%)!.7!*-!0??-3>+%7/!D%7!,%++!%)!.75 
 
3 ”For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that 
you abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you know 
how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not 
in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 and 
that no one violate the rights and take advantage of his 
brother or sister in the matter, because the Lord is the avenger67 
in all these things, just as we also told you previously and 

 
64 Greek: apechō, Strong’s # 566, to keep (oneself) away, that is, be distant (literally or 
figuratively). 
65 Philippians 2:13 
66 Galatians 5:22-23 
67 Greek: ekdikos, Strong’s # 1558, “One who exacts a penalty from a person, an avenger, a 
punisher.”, Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words. 
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solemnly warned you. 7 For God has not called us for impurity, 
but in sanctification.”  

1 Thessalonians 4:3-7 
 
”Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and 
may your spirit and soul and body be kept complete, 
without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will do it.”  

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 
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“Pursuing Holiness” & “Seeing God” 
 
“The Holiness” 
 
14 “As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former 
lusts which were yours in your ignorance, 15 but like the Holy 
One who called you, be holy yourselves also in 
all your behavior;16 because it is written: “You shall be holy, for 
I am holy.” 1 Peter 1:14-16 
!
H/'!,-($!O'*'(!.7'7!&-(!:/-+9<!%7!/04%-)5$&!H/%7!,-($!%7!0!)-.)@!
)-*!0)!0$P'?*%1'@!0)$!%*!3'0)7!0!?-)7'?(0*'$@!-(!7'*!0>0(*!*/%)45!
A*!('+0*'7!*-!*/'!D'2(',!,-($@!S0$07/@$(!,/%?/!0+7-!3'0)7!0!
?-)7'?(0*'$@!-(!7'*!0>0(*!*/%)4!-(!>+0?'@!+%;'!*/'!^+$!N-1')0)*!
*02'()0?+'!-(!*'3>+'@!0)$!*/'!0(*%?+'7!,%*/%)!*/'35!#7!*/'!$,'++%)4!
>+0?'!-&!L-$!%)!*/'!F',!N-1')0)*@!,'!0('!'=/-(*'$!29!O'*'(!*-!
“be holy in all your behavior”!,%*/!0!>0(*%?.+0(!('&'(')?'!*-!
“former lusts”,!7-3'!-&!,/%?/!/'!+0*'(!+%7*7!%)!/%7!'>%7*+'5%)!H/'!
3'0)%)4!-&!O'*'(C7!'=/-(*0*%-)!%7!*/%7R!:#7!*/'!T??+'7%0!G!?0++'$!
-.*!-)'7!G!9-.!0('!?-)7'?(0*'$!0)$!7'*!0>0(*!*-!L-$5!H/'('&-('@!
2'!7'>0(0*'!&(-3!*/'!,-(+$!,%*/!%*7!/.30)!+.7*7@!0)$!2'!>.('!
1'77'+7!&-(!*/'!J-($5<!!
!

 
68 Strong’s # 39 
69 Strong’s 6942 
70 1 Peter 4:3. “A course of indecent behavior, lusts, drunkenness, carousing, drinking parties, 
and wanton idolatries.” Cf. 1 John 2:16 
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H/'!0>-7*+'!K-/)!'=/-(*7!L-$C7!T??+'7%0!%)!*/'!703'!30))'(R!
 “Everyone who has this hope set on Him purifies himself, just 
as He is pure.” 1 John 3:3 
!
#)$!*/'!,(%*'(!*-!*/'!D'2(',7!4%1'7!.7!*/'!703'!'=/-(*0*%-)R!
“Pursue the holiness71 without which no one will see the Lord.” 
(D'2(',7!UYRU`a!#)$!%)!1'(7'!UZ@!/'!/0$!$'&%)'$!“the holiness”!
*-!2'!“His holiness”.!H-!2'!3-('!'=0?*R!A)!2-*/!1'(7'7!,'!/01'!
)-.)7!G!)-*!0$P'?*%1'75!H/'!:/-+%)'77<!%)!1'(7'!UZ@!/04%-*'7@%'!%7!
*/'!027*(0?*!S.0+%*9!-&!/-+%)'775!H/'!:/-+%)'77<!%)!1'(7'!U`@!
/04%073-7@%*!3'0)7!70)?*%&%?0*%-)!-(!>.(%&%?0*%-)5!H/'!'=/-(*0*%-)!
%7!*-R!“Pursue sanctification or purification, without which no 
one will see the Lord.” 
!
H/'!$'7%('$!-.*?-3'!-&!*/'!$%7?%>+%)'!-&!*/'!J-($!"!>/97%?0+!
$%7?%>+%)'@!“suffering in the flesh”%"!"!!07!0!&-(3!-&!*/'!P.$4'3')*!
-&!L-$!%7!“ceasing from sin”!%)!*/'!“pursuit of the holiness”5!
#)$!*/'!-.*?-3'!-&!“the holiness”!%7!*-!“see God”.!
!
!
!

 
71 Or that holiness. 
72 Strong’s # 41 
73 Strong’s 38 
74 Again, this is NOT the only method God uses to discipline His children. In the New Covenant, 
the instruction of the Holy Spirit and the Spirit-inspired scriptures are God’s preferred method of 
discipline.  
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“Seeing God” 
!
8/0*!$-'7!%*!3'0)!*-!“see God”Q!#!7.(1'9!-&!*/'!7?(%>*.('7!-)!
*/'!7.2P'?*!309!+'01'!-)'!?-)&.7'$@!&-(!,/%+'!7-3'!7?(%>*.('7!
7>'0;!02-.*!:7''%)4!L-$<@!-*/'(7!709!,'!?0))-*!:7''!L-$<5%#!A)!
T=-$.7!Y`RV"UU@!%*!7097!*/0*!e-7'7@!,%*/!#0(-)@!F0$02!0)$!
#2%/.@!0)$!7'1')*9!-&!*/'!'+$'(7!-&!A7(0'+!“saw God, and they ate 

and drank”5!8/%+'!0!&',!?/0>*'(7!+0*'(!%)!T=-$.7!ggRYZ@!*/'!J-($!
*-+$!e-7'7@!“You cannot see My face, for mankind shall not see 

Me and live!” 8/')!K0?-2!/0$!“seen God face to face”!0*!
O')%'+@!/'!'=>'?*'$!*-!$%'!_9'*!/'!+%1'$a5%$!A)!*/'!3%$7*!-&!/%7!
*'7*%)4@!K-2!$'?+0('$!/'!,-.+$!“see God” with his own eyes]%%!
0)$!0*!*/'!')$!-&!/%7!*'7*%)4!/'!?-)&%(3'$!*/0*!/'!/0$!:7'')!L-$<!
“with the seeing of the eye”5%&!#)$@!-&!?-.(7'@!K'7.7!70%$!*/0*!
“the pure of heart will see God”5%(!E-@!,'!?0)!“see God”!%)!
7-3'!7')7'!G!3092'!:&0?'!*-!&0?'<@!3092'!)-*5!H/'!S.'7*%-)!
('30%)7R!D-,!0('!,'!*-!.)$'(7*0)$!“seeing God”Q!A!*/%);!*/'!
0)7,'(!%7!3.+*%"&0?'*'$5!#!&',!*/-.4/*7R!
 

 
75 I would recommend two articles from John Piper’s ministry to acquaint oneself with the 
subject: 1) “Can We Ever See God or Not?” https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/can-we-
ever-see-god-or-not 2) “We Will See His Face” https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/we-will-
see-his-face 
76 Genesis 32:30 
77 Job 19:26-27 
78 Job 42:5 
79 Matthew 5:8 
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“God is Spirit.”&)!8'!?0))-*!7''!7>%(%*5!H/'('&-('@!2'?0.7'!D'!%7!
E>%(%*@!,'!?0))-*!7''!L-$C7!&0?'!-(!2-$95!H/.7@!,'!('0$!-&!7-3'!
*/'->/0)%'7!%)!*/'!6%2+'5!
!!
D-,'1'(@!*/'!e0)@!K'7.7!-&!F0d0('*/@!%7!“the radiance of the 

glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature”5&!!#)$!“now 

we see Jesus”&'!G!0+2'%*!&-(!.7@!*/(-.4/!*/'!7?(%>*.('75!6.*!%)!4+-(9@!
,'!,%++!7''!D%7!4+-(%&%'$!2-$95&*!#)$!%)!('7>-)7'!*-!O/%++%>C7!
('S.'7*!&-(!K'7.7!to “show the Father”, K'7.7!('>+%'$@ “He who 

has seen Me has seen the Father.”84 E-!)-,@!07!,'!4(-,!%)!-.(!
('1'+0*%-)!-&!K'7.7!N/(%7*@!-.(!:7''%)4<!-&!L-$!%)?('07'75! 
!
#&*'(!“suffering in the flesh”@!K-2!$'?+0('$R!“I have heard of 
You by the hearing of the ear; but now my eye sees You.” (Job 
42:5) A!/01'!('&+'?*'$!0*!+')4*/!-)!K-2C7!7*0*'3')*5!8/0*!%7!*/'!
&.)$03')*0+!$%&&'(')?'!2'*,'')!:/'0(%)4!,%*/!*/'!'0(<!0)$!
:7''%)4!,%*/!*/'!'9'<Q!H-!/'0(!02-.*!E-3'-)'!,%*/!*/'!/'0(%)4!
-&!*/'!'0(@!*/'!^2P'?*!)''$!)-*!2'!>('7')*5!6.*!*/'!^2P'?*!3.7*!2'!
>('7')*!&-(!*/'!7''%)4!-&!*/'!'9'5!M-(!'=03>+'R!A!309!2'!7*0)$%)4!
2'&-('!0!,--$'$!0('0!0)$!/'0(!*/'!(-0(%)4!-&!0!+%-)5!D'0(%)4!*/'!

 
80 John 4:24 
81 Hebrews 1:3 English Standard Version; Cf. 2 Corinthians 4:6 “The Light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God (is given) in the face of Jesus Christ.”; Colossians 1:15; John 14:9 “If you have 
seen Me, you have seen the Father.”; John 12:45 
82 Hebrews 2:9 
83 Philippians 3:21; Cf. https://www.gotquestions.org/Jesus-physical-body.html  
84 John 14:7-11 
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7-.)$!-&!*/'!+%-)!(-0(@!39!3%)$!?-.+$!2(%)4!.>!%304'7!-&!+%-)7!
207'$!-)!39!>('1%-.7!'=>'(%')?'7!,%*/!>/-*-4(0>/%?!%304'7@!
d--7@!'*?5!6.*!%&!*/'!+%-)!,'('!*-!,0+;!-.*!-&!*/'!,--$7!0)$!7*0)$!
2'&-('!3'@!39!'9'!,-.+$!7''!D%3!07!/'!%75! 
!
Perception  
!
K-2C7!>'(?'>*%-)7!-&!L-$!207'$!-)!:*/'!/'0(%)4!-&!*/'!'0(<!,'('!
)-*!)'?'770(%+9!,(-)45!6.*!*/'('!?03'!0!*%3'!G!0&*'(!“suffering 

in the flesh”!G!%)!,/%?/!/'!/0$!0!>'(?'>*%-)!-&!L-$!207'$!-)!
L-$C7!>('7')?'!%)!/%7!+%&'@!,/%?/!K-2!$'7?(%2'$!07!“the seeing of 

the eye”5!8'!/01'!>'(?'>*%-)7!-&!L-$!207'$!-)!-.(!?.+*.(0+!
3-('7!,/%?/!309!)-*!2'!0++!*-4'*/'(!,(-)4@!2.*!(0*/'(@!P.7*!
%)?-3>+'*'5!H/%7!%7!,/9!'=>'(%')?%)4!L-$!,%*/!*/-7'!“from every 

tribe, language, people, and nation”&#!%7!2')'&%?%0+!G!,'!?0)!
+'0()!&(-3!*/'!>'(?'>*%-)7!-&!-*/'(!?.+*.('75!#+*/-.4/!:('+%4%-)<!%7!
2'7'*!,%*/!30)"30$'!*(0$%*%-)7@!)-*!0++!-&!-.(!('+%4%-.7!
>'(?'>*%-)7!-&!L-$!0('!0++!*-4'*/'(!,(-)4!'%*/'(@!2.*!(0*/'(!/01'!
0!:+'77'(!4+-(9<!*/0)!>'(?'>*%-)7!207'$!%)!F',!N-1')0)*!
('+0*%-)7/%>!,%*/!L-$5&$!#)$!*/-7'!>'(?'>*%-)7!-&!L-$!207'$!-)!
E>%(%*"4%1')!('1'+0*%-)!-&!E>%(%*"%)7>%('$!7?(%>*.('7!0('!?'(*0%)+9!)-*!
,(-)4@!2.*!'1')!*/0*!;)-,%)4!?0)!2'!%)?-3>+'*'!;)-,%)45!H/'('!
%7!0!3-('!:&.++<!>'(?'>*%-)!-&!L-$!,/')!D'!%)10$'7!-)'C7!+%&'!,%*/!

 
85 Revelation 5:9 
86 Cf. 2 Corinthians 3:7-11, 18 
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D%7!>('7')?'!G!*/'!)0*.(0+!30)!')?-.)*'(%)4!*/'!I%1%)'!E>%(%*5!8'!
('0$!-&!*/'7'!;%)$7!-&!')?-.)*'(7!%)!*/'!+%1'7!-&!#2(0/03@!K0?-2@!
e-7'7@!O0.+@!0)$!-*/'(7!%)!*/'!7?(%>*.('75!6.*!0++!,/-!0('!2-()!-&!
*/'!E>%(%*!0)$!/01'!('?'%1'$!*/'!4%&*!-&!*/'!E>%(%*!/01'!:3-('!&.++<!
>'(?'>*%-)7!-&!L-$!,/')!D'!/07!%)10$'$!*/'%(!+%1'7!,%*/!D%7!
>('7')?'5!#)$!7-!*--@!-.(!>'(?'>*%-)7!-&!L-$!0+7-!2'?-3'!
:3-('!&.++<!$.(%)4!*%3'7!-&!*/'!$%7?%>+%)'!-&!*/'!J-($!"!>/97%?0+!

$%7?%>+%)'@!“suffering in the flesh”&%!"!!07!0!&-(3!-&!*/'!

P.$4'3')*!-&!L-$!%)!*/'!“pursuit of the holiness”. J%;'!K-2@!
$.(%)4!*/'7'!*%3'7@!,'!“see God with the seeing of the eye”.  

!
Summary 
!
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.”&&!A!2'+%'1'!
K'7.7!,07!('&'((%)4!*-!“seeing God”!G!*/0*!%7@!D%7!>('7')?'!%)!
'*'()%*9@!2.*!0+7-!'=>'(%')?%)4!L-$!%)!*/'!/'('!0)$!)-,5!L('';!
7?/-+0(@!#5H5!\-2'(*7-)@!,(-*'R!:E%)!2'&-47!0)$!2'?+-.$7!*/'!
/'0(*!7-!*/0*!-)'!?0))-*!7''!L-$5<&(!E%)!>('1')*7!.7!&(-3!:4'**%)4!
%)!*.)'<!,%*/!L-$@!07!%*!,'('5!8/'('07!>.(%*9!%7!+%;'!0!40*',09!
%)*-!L-$C7!1'(9!)0*.('@!')02+%)4!.7!*-!4'*!%)!/0(3-)9!,%*/!L-$!

7-!,'!?0)!'=>'(%')?'!D%7!>('7')?'!%)!-.(!+%1'75!

 
87 Again, this is NOT the only method God uses to discipline His children. In the New Covenant, 
the instruction of the Holy Spirit and the Spirit-inspired scriptures are God’s preferred method of 
discipline.  
88 Matthew 5:8 
89 Robertson’s Word Pictures, Matthew 5:8 
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 !!
A)!-($'(!*-!'=>'(%')?'!L-$!3-('!&.++9@!,'!3.7*!>.(7.'!“the 

holiness” G!)-*!0?/%'1'!%*7!>'(&'?*%-)!G!2.*!7%)?'('+9!$'7%('!0)$!
>.(7.'!“His holiness”,()!,/%?/!%7!*/'!)0*.('!0)$!?/0(0?*'(!-&!
L-$5!H/%7!3.7*!4-!2'9-)$!:$'7%('<!'=>('77'$!%)!>(09'(!G!,'!3.7*!
“show our faith by our works“5(!!#)$!*/%7!%7!,-(;'$!-.*!
>(0?*%?0++9R!

“Therefore, sin is not to reign in your mortal body so that you 
obey its lusts, and do not go on presenting the parts of your 
body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but 
present yourselves to God as those who are alive from the dead, 
and your body’s parts as instruments of righteousness for 
God.… For just as you presented the parts of your body as 
slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further  
lawlessness, so now present your body’s parts as slaves to 
righteousness,  resulting in sanctification.” Romans 6:12-13, 1992 

H/'!L('';!,-($!*(0)7+0*'$!:>('7')*<!/'('!%7!>0(%7*'3%5(*!^*/'(!
*(0)7+0*%-)!?/--7'!*/'!T)4+%7/!,-($@!:9%'+$<5!L('';!7?/-+0(@!
e0(1%)!h%)?')*!'=>+0%)7!%*!3'0)7!:*-!(')$'(@!*-!>.*!%)!*/'!7'(1%?'!
-&<5("!A)!-*/'(!,-($7R!“Stop rendering your body parts to the 
service of lust, sin, impurity, lawlessness, and unrighteousness; 

 
90 Note: Hebrews 12 has “His holiness” in verse 10; and “the holiness” with the definite article in 
the Greek text of verse 14. 
91 James 2:17-26 
92 Cf. Romans 12:1 
93 Strong’s # 3936 
94 Vincent’s Word Studies 
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and render your body parts to the service God, righteousness, 
and sanctification.”!!

“Pursue the holiness without which no one will see the Lord.” 
Hebrews 12:14 

A!*/%);!#$03!N+0(;'C7!?-33')*!-)!*/%7!1'(7'!7.330(%d'7!*/'!
30**'(R!

“To “see God” is a Hebraism meaning to experience God. (Strong) And 
holiness - Τον ἁγιασµον· That state of continual sanctification, that life 
of purity and detachment from the world and all its lusts, without which 
detachment and sanctity no man shall see the Lord - shall never enjoy 
his presence in the world of blessedness. To see God, in the Hebrew 
phrase, is to enjoy him; and without holiness of heart and life this is 
impossible. No soul can be fit for heaven that has not suitable 
dispositions for the place.”95 

  
!
  

 
95 Adam Clarke, Commentary on the Whole Bible 
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Postscript 

“Therefore, since we also have such a great cloud of witnesses 
surrounding us, let’s rid ourselves of every obstacle and the sin 
which so easily entangles us, and let’s run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, looking only at Jesus, the originator 
and perfecter of the faith, who for the joy set before 
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down 
at the right hand of the throne of God.” Hebrews 12:1-2 

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have 
kept the faith; in the future there is reserved for me the crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 
award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who 
have loved His appearing.” 2 Timothy 4:7-8 

 

!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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Bill & Frances Furioso 
 

~ At Christ’s Table ~  
 

 
 
 

Bill Furioso and his wife, Frances, have been married for more than 40 years, 
and have two children, four grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.  

Bill and Frances served as missionaries in South Africa for thirteen years 
making disciples, establishing churches, and training church leaders. Over a span of 40 
years, they also traveled extensively in an itinerant Bible teaching ministry which took 
them to hundreds of gatherings on four continents ministering in churches, conferences, 
spiritual formation seminars, and home gatherings. They have shepherded several 
churches, discipled many to Christ, and mentored church leaders in the USA and abroad.  

Being an avid student by nature, Bill has done both formal and informal study in 
various fields including Education, Music, Philosophy and Theology.  As a writer, he has 
authored many publications which are distributed worldwide. Because of Bill’s disabilities 
resulting from a spinal cord injury, he can no longer travel, so their ministries of  writing, 
recording, distributing, mentoring, and correspondence are now shared primarily via the 
Internet... www.AtChristsTable.org    
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ACTpublications 
 

“Explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words.”   1 Corinthians 2:13 
 

A teaching ministry from Bill and Frances Furioso 
!

At Christ’s Table 
Disciples of the King and His Kingdom eating and drinking of Jesus 

 
THE HEAD 
        THE CENTER 
                THE FOUNDATION  
                        of Biblical Christianity 

 with a view to 
                      REVELATION of Christ  
                                                  RELATIONSHIP with Christ                                                      
                                                                                     REFLECTION of Christ 
 
 

READ-LISTEN-DOWNLOAD (FREE)  
 

ALL OF OUR MINISTRY RESOURCES ON OUR WEBSITE:  
 

https://www.AtChristsTable.org  
 

Other places you will find our written & recorded resources … 
 

WRITTEN MESSAGES 

 
The Restoration Library: https://www.therestorationlibrary.com   

Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso 
 

RECORDED MESSAGES 
 

YouTube: www.YouTube.com/user/BillFurioso 
Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso 

SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/user-648428572 
Spreaker: https://www.spreaker.com/user/14502151 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/atchriststable  

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/at-christ-s-table-ministries-254b5320/ 
Twitter: https://www.twitter.com/atchriststable1  
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