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Introduction 
!
“ … Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her, in order 
to make her holy by cleansing her with the washing of water by 
the word, so as to present the church to Himself in splendor, 
without a spot or wrinkle or anything of the kind—yes, so that 
she may be holy and without blemish…. This is a great mystery, 
and I am applying it to Christ and the church.” 

 Ephesians 5:25b – 27, 32 
! !
"#!$%&&!&''(!)*!*+%,!-),,).#!/#0,#!12!/#0,#3!14*!&#*5,!,*)0*!$%*+!*+#!
6-',*&#!7)4&5,!8&',%9.!,*)*#:#9*!%9!/#0,#!;<!=!+#!$0'*#>!!!
“This is a great mystery, and I am applying it to Christ and the 
Church.”    
!
7)4&!#?-&)%9#@!*+)*!$+)*!+#!+)@!$0%**#9!*'!*+#!A-+#,%)9,!)1'4*!
+4,1)9@,!)9@!$%/#,!,-%0%*4)&&2!)--&%#@!*'!B+0%,*!)9@!*+#!B+408+C!!
7)4&!$),!8':-)0%9.!*+#!:)00%).#!0#&)*%'9,+%-!*'!*+#!0#&)*%'9,+%-!
1#*$##9!B+0%,*!)9@!*+#!B+408+!=!*+#!+4,1)9@!1#%9.!B+0%,*3!)9@!
*+#!B+408+!1#%9.!*+#!$%D#C!
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!

The Church1 ~ The Bride of Christ 
! !
"+#9!B+0%,*!&''(,!4-'9!2'43!*+#!B+408+3!E#!,##,!E%,!F0%@#C!!G'3!
$#!9##@!*'!49@#0,*)9@!)9@!,##!'40,#&/#,!),!*+#!F0%@#!'D!B+0%,*C!
!
H'$3!&#*5,!.'!1)8(!*'!*+#!1#.%99%9.!'D!*+#!-),,).#!I!%*!,*)0*,!'4*!
12!,)2%9.>!“… Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for 
her, in order to make her holy….” Ephesians 5:25b-26 

 
1 Contrary to what is in vogue today for some, I make no distinction between the Greek word, 
ekklesia, and its English translation, “church”. I use the two words interchangeably. When I say 
“church”, I mean the full and accurate biblical meaning of “ekklesia”. Simply using the Greek 
word, ekklesia, in and of itself, helps no one understand the biblical meaning. The biblical 
meaning will always require explanation for the unlearned. Therefore, I think the English words, 
“church”, or “assembly”, or “community” are adequate translations. Not everyone identifying 
with the word “church” is part of the Ekklesia of God. There is only one true Church made up of 
those who have received the Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9-10) - those who “possess the Son”. (1 
John 5:11-12)    
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J+#!B+408+!%,!)!-#'-&#!$+'!+)/#!1##9!:)@#!K+'&2L!=!)9@!*+)*!%,!
9'*!'D!*+#:,#&/#,!=!*+#2!+)/#!1##9!:)@#!+'&2!12!B+0%,*C!!F4*3!&#*!
:#!),(!2'4>!"+)*!%,!K+'&2LM!!H'*!,:'(%9.!'0!@0%9(%9.!'0!
,'8%)&%N%9.!$%*+!*+',#!$+'!@'M!!"#&&3!9'*!,:'(%9.!)9@!@0%9(%9.!
:)2!1#!.''@!D'0!2'40!+#)&*+O!14*!%*!*)(#,!:'0#!*+)9!*+)*!*'!1#!
K+'&2LC!
!
F'*+!%9!*+#!P&@!J#,*):#9*!&)9.4).#!'D!E#10#$!)9@!%9!*+#!H#$!
J#,*):#9*!&)9.4).#!'D!Q0##(3!*+#!$'0@,!*0)9,&)*#@!K+'&2L!!:#)9>!
K,#-)0)*#@L3!K,#*!)-)0*L3!'0!K1#&'9.%9.!*'LC!J+#!B+408+!%,!)!-#'-&#!
K,#-)0)*#@L!D'0!R#,4,!=!)!-#'-&#!K,#*!)-)0*L!*'!R#,4,!=!)!-#'-&#!
$+'!K1#&'9.!*'L!R#,4,C!!S5&&!.%/#!2'4!)9!#?):-&#!'D!$+)*!S!
49@#0,*)9@!*+%,!*'!:#)9>!!T)92!+'4,#+'&@,!+)/#!)!8'DD##!:4.!
$+%8+!%,!%9,80%1#@>!KU)@LC!!J+%,!8'DD##!:4.!1#&'9.,!*'!KU)@LC!!J+%,!
8'DD##!:4.!+),!1##9!K,#-)0)*#@L!)9@!K,#*!)-)0*L!D'0!KU)@LC!!H'!
'9#!,+'4&@!1#!4,%9.!*+%,!8'DD##!:4.!#?8#-*!KU)@LC!!S*!1#&'9.,!*'!
+%:C!V'43!),!*+#!B+408+3!+)/#!1##9!K,#-)0)*#@L!49*'!R#,4,C!!V'4!
+)/#!1##9!K,#*!)-)0*L!49*'!R#,4,C!!H'!'9#!14*!R#,4,!8)9!*'48+!
2'4!'0!4,#!2'43!1#8)4,#!2'4!K1#&'9.L!*'!E%:C!!V'4!@'95*!#/#9!
1#&'9.!*'!2'40,#&D!=!)9@!2'4!@#D%9%*#&2!@'95*!1#&'9.!*'!*+#!U#/%&W!!
J+#!B+408+!%,!*+#!+'&2!F0%@#!'D!B+0%,*W!

 
2 Hebrew: kodesh.  Greek: hagios 
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G'3!7)4&!*#&&,!4,!*+)*!B+0%,*!:)(#,!4,!K+'&2LC!!F4*!+'$!@'#,!E#!@'!
*+%,M!!“By cleansing her with the washing of water by the word.”!!
J+#!$'0@!:)(#,!4,!K+'&2LC!!F4*!$+)*!@'#,!*+%,!:#)9M!!S*!:#)9,!
*+)*!-#'-&#!$+'!1#&%#/#!)9@!0#8#%/#!“the word of Christ”3!)0#!
-#'-&#!$+'!+)/#!1##9!K,#-)0)*#@!'4*L3!K,#*!)-)0*L!49*'!R#,4,C!!
J+#!Q0##(!$'0@!*0)9,&)*#@!K8+408+L"!&%*#0)&&2!:#)9,!K*+#!8)&&#@I
'4*!'9#,LO!)9@!*+#!$'0@!K,)%9*,L!&%*#0)&&2!:#)9,!*+#!K+'&2!'9#,LC#!!
H'*!1#8)4,#!$#50#!1#**#0!*+)9!#/#02'9#!#&,#C!!H'*!1#8)4,#!$#!
@'95*!,:'(#!)9@!@0%9(!&%(#!#/#02'9#!#&,#C!!F4*!'9&2!1#8)4,#!$#50#!
$%&&%9.!*'!1#&'9.!*'!R#,4,!=!)9@!9'*!*'!'40,#&/#,3!)9@!@#D%9%*#&2!
9'*!*'!*+#!U#/%&W!
!
7)4&!,)%@!*+)*!R#,4,5!-&)9!D'0!*+#!B+408+!%,!“to make her holy by 

cleansing her with the washing of water by the word.”!!G'!2#,3!
K+'&2L!)&,'!:#)9,!K$),+#@L!)9@!K8&#)9,#@L!=!$),+#@!)9@!
8&#)9,#@!12!*+#!$)*#0!'D!*+#!$'0@C!!F4*!+'$!@'#,!*+)*!$'0(M!
S9!:)92!+'4,#+'&@,!)!1'**&#!'D!,*)%9!0#:'/#0!%,!(#-*!9#?*!*'!*+#!
$),+%9.!:)8+%9#C!!"+#9!2'4!)0#!$),+%9.!2'40!8&'*+#,3!)9@!2'4!
,##!)!,*)%93!2'4!)--&2!*+#!,*)%9!0#:'/#0C!J+)*5,!+'$!*+#!E'&2!
G-%0%*!4,#,!E%,!$'0@C!!"+#9!E#!,##,!)!K,*)%9L!%9!'40!&%D#3!)9@!E#!

 
3 Colossians 3:16 
4 ekklesia 
5 Greek: hagios 
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)--&%#,!*+#!,*)%9!0#:'/#0!*'!%*W!!"+#9!E#!,-#)(,!*'!'40!+#)0*,!
*+0'4.+!*+#!G80%-*40#,3!%*!%,!&%(#!E#!%,!,)2%9.>!“Thus sayeth the Lord, 

but thus doeth you – clean up your act!”  H'!'9#!#&,#!8)9!+#)0!E%:3!
14*!E%,!/'%8#!%,!/#02!8&#)0!@##-!@'$9!%9!'40!+#)0*C!!J+#!E'&2!G-%0%*!
%,!)&$)2,!)!Q#9*&#:)93!14*!$+#9!E#!,-#)(,!E%,!$'0@!%9*'!4,3!$#!
)0#!“pierced in our hearts”.6   

!
PD!8'40,#3!2'4!+)/#!*'!1#!K%9!*+#!$'0@L!=!2'4!+)/#!*'!1#!K%9!*+#!
$)*#0L!*'!.#*!$),+#@!8&#)9C!!T2!$%D#!@'#,!&)49@02!#/#02!@)23!,'!%*!
@'#,95*!-%&#!4-C!!"#!9##@!*'!1#!K%9!*+#!$'0@L!=!K%9!*+#!$)*#0L!=!
#/#02!@)2!,'!*+#!,%9,!@'95*!-%&#!4-C!!"#!9##@!*'!0#)@!*+#!$'0@!
#/#02!@)2!=!,*4@2!*+#!$'0@!#/#02!@)2!I!“hide the word in our 

heart”!#/#02!@)2C!!6,!*+#!-,)&:%,*!,)%@>!“Your word I have 

hidden in my heart that I might not sin against You.”7!"#!9##@!*'!
.%/#!*+#!E'&2!G-%0%*!,':#*+%9.!*'!$'0(!$%*+C!!Q%/#!E%:!*+)*!1'**&#!
'D!,*)%9!0#:'/#03!,'!*'!,-#)(O!)9@!:)(#!,40#!E#!+),!)!D4&&!1'**&#!
*'!$'0(!$%*+W!!J+#!B+408+!%,!*+#!1&''@I1'4.+*!$'0@I$),+#@!F0%@#!
'D!B+0%,*W!
!
G'3!$+2!@'!$#!9##@!*'!.'!%9*'!*+%,!E'&2!G-%0%*!$),+%9.!828&#!
#/#02!@)2M!!7)4&!,)%@!*+)*!B+0%,*!$)9*,!“to present the Church to 

 
6 Acts 2:37 
7 Psalm 119:11 
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Himself in splendor, without a spot or wrinkle or anything of the 
kind – yes so that she may be holy….”8   
!
R#,4,!-&)9,!“to present the Church to Himself”!=!E#!-&)9,!*'!
-0#,#9*!E%,!F0%@#!*'!E%:,#&D!=!“in splendor”, “without spot or 

wrinkle”, “without blemish” – “holy”.!!J+#!B+408+!%,!)!1#*0'*+#@!
F0%@#!$+'!9##@,!*'!:)(#!+#0,#&D!0#)@23!1#8)4,#!*+#0#5,!.'%9.!*'!
1#!)!$#@@%9.!%9!+#)/#9!%9!*+#!9'*I,'I@%,*)9*!D4*40#C!S*5,!$0%**#9!%9!
X#/#&)*%'9!YZ>[I\>!!“Let us rejoice and exalt and give Him the 
glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His bride has 
made herself ready; to her it has been granted to be clothed with 
fine linen, bright and pure – for the fine linen is the righteous 
deeds of the saints.”   

 
8 Ephesians 5:27 
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!
!

Ancient Jewish Wedding Customs 
!
J'!+#&-!4,!-0#-)0#!)9@!:)(#!'40,#&/#,!0#)@23!$#!8)9!&#)09!D0':!
*+#!$#@@%9.!84,*':,!D'49@!%9!*+#!G80%-*40#,!=!,-#8%D%8)&&2!*+#!
)98%#9*!R#$%,+!84,*':,C!!S*!$),!@%DD#0#9*!*+)9!+'$!$#!@'!*+%9.,!
*'@)2C!!S*5,!.''@!*'!(9'$!)9@!49@#0,*)9@!+'$!*+#!)98%#9*!R#$%,+!
$#@@%9.!$'0(#@3!1#8)4,#!*+#!G80%-*40#,!0#/#)&!*+)*!*+%,!%,!*+#!
-)**#09!$+%8+!R#,4,!%,!D'&&'$%9.!$%*+!E%,!F0%@#3!*+#!B+408+C!!A)8+!
84,*':!%,!)!,2:1'&!0#-0#,#9*%9.!B+0%,*!)9@!E%,!F0%@#C!!J+#!
)98%#9*!R#$%,+!$#@@%9.!84,*':,!$#9*!,':#*+%9.!&%(#!*+%,$>!
!

 
9 This analogy will cover only the betrothal/engagement viz. the church age.  But the analogy 
could continue through to the consummation of the marriage and celebration of the wedding 
feast viz. the age to come.    
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S9!'0@#0!*'!)00)9.#!*+#!:)00%).#3!*+#!:)9!.'#,!*'!*+#!+'4,#+'&@!
'D!*+#!.%0&!=!$+'3!),!2'4!0#:#:1#03!0#-0#,#9*,!*+#!B+408+C!!E#!
$'4&@!10%9.!$%*+!+%:!,':#*+%9.!*'!-)2!*+#!-0%8#!D'0!*+#!10%@#C!!J+#!
G80%-*40#,!*#&&!4,!*+)*!R#,4,!1'4.+*!)9@!0#@##:#@!4,3!E%,!F0%@#3!
12!E%,!'$9!1&''@3!$+%8+!E#!,+#@!D'0!4,!'9!*+#!80',,C%&!!!!!!!!
!
J+#!:)9!$'4&@!)&,'!10%9.!)!:)00%).#!8'/#9)9*!=!%9!%*!$#0#!$0%**#9!
-0':%,#,!+#!$),!:)(%9.!*'!*+#!10%@#C!!J+%,!%,!)!,2:1'&!'D!*+#!
H#$!B'/#9)9*!R#,4,!:)@#!%9!E%,!1&''@!D'0!4,!$+'!)0#!E%,!
F0%@#C%%'!
!
J+#!:)9!)&,'!10%9.,!$%*+!+%:!,':#!$%9#O!)9@!%D!*+#!D)*+#0!'D!*+#!
.%0&!)--0'/#,!'D!*+#!:)00%).#!8'/#9)9*3!*+#!:)9!)9@!*+#!10%@#5,!
$+'&#!D):%&23!%98&4@%9.!*+#!.%0&3!@0%9(!*+#!$%9#!*'.#*+#0C!J+%,!%,!)!
,2:1'&!'D!*+#!“Cup of the Covenant in Christ’s blood”.12!!S9!*+#!
@0%9(%9.!'D!*+#!84-3!*+#!10%@#!8'::%*,!+#0,#&D!*'!*+#!:)9C!!S*!%,!
)8*4)&&2!)*!*+%,!-'%9*!*+)*!*+#!*$'!)0#!8'9,%@#0#@!+4,1)9@!)9@!$%D#!
1#8)4,#!*+#!8'/#9)9*!+),!1##9!:)@#!1#D'0#!Q'@C!!"#!$'4&@!
,)2!*+)*!*+#2!)0#!K#9.).#@L!*'!1#!:)00%#@3!14*!*+#!-0':%,#!'D!*+#!
8'/#9)9*!:4,*!1#!(#-*C!!])*#03!*+#%0!:)00%).#!$%&&!1#!

 
10 Acts 20:28; Ephesians 1:7 & 14; I Corinthians 6:20, 7:23 
11 Matthew 26:28; Mark 14:24; Luke 22:20; I Corinthians 11:25  
12 Matthew 26:28; Mark 14:24; Luke 22:20; I Corinthians 11:25 
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8'9,4::)*#@O!)9@!*+#9!*+#0#!$%&&!1#!)!:)00%).#!D#),*C!!"#!)0#!
#9.).#@!*'!R#,4,!9'$C!!J+#!:)00%).#!$%&&!1#!8'9,4::)*#@!$+#9!
B+0%,*!0#*409,O!)9@!*+#9!*+#0#!$%&&!1#!)!,-#8*)84&)0!$#@@%9.!
8#&#10)*%'9!%9!+#)/#9C%('!6D*#0!*+#!@0%9(%9.!'D!*+#!84-3!*+#!:)9!
-0':%,#,!*+#!10%@#!)!@$#&&%9.!-&)8#!$+%8+!+#!$'4&@!*+#9!.'!*'!
-0#-)0#!12!)@@%9.!'9!)!-&)8#!*'!+%,!D)*+#05,!+'4,#C!E#!,-#)(,!
$'0@,!*'!*+#!10%@#!:48+!&%(#!*+#!$'0@,!R#,4,!,-'(#!*'!4,!%9!R'+9!
Y^><I;>!“In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.  If 
it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place 
for you?  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to Myself, so that where I am, there you 
may be also.” 
!
G'3!*+#!:)9!0#*409,!*'!+%,!D)*+#05,!+'4,#C!!J+#!10%@#!0#:)%9,!)*!
+#0!D)*+#05,!+'4,#3!)9@!@'#,!9'*!(9'$!#?)8*&2!$+#9!*+#!:)9!$%&&!
8':#!1)8(!D'0!+#0C!!J+#!:)9!8'4&@!1#!.'9#!D'0!*$'!2#)0,!'0!
:'0#C!!F4*!$+%&#!,+#!$)%*,3!,+#!,-#9@,!+#0!@)2,!-0#-)0%9.!=!
&#)09%9.!+'$!*'!1#!)!.''@!$%D#!)9@!+'$!*'!-&#),#!+#0!+4,1)9@C!!
F4*!-)0*!'D!+#0!-0#-)0)*%'9!%,!$+)*!*+#!R#$,!8)&&!K:%(/)+LC!!J+%,!%,!
)!8#0#:'9%)&!$),+%9.!D'0!8&#)9,%9.3!-40%D%8)*%'93!)9@!
8'9,#80)*%'9C!!U'!2'4!,##!*+#!8'99#8*%'9!1#*$##9!*+#!K:%(/)+L!
)9@!F)-*%,:M!!F4*!*+%,!1)-*%,:!=!*+%,!$),+%9.!=!%,!9'*!_4,*!)!'9#I

 
13 Revelation 19:7-8 
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*%:#!#/#9*!=!%*!%,!)!&%D#,*2&#!=!%*5,!)!K&%/%9.L!1)-*%,:!=!%*5,!*+)*!@)%&2!
8&#)9,%9.!$%*+!“the washing of water by the word”143!49*%&!$#!)0#!
$+'&&2!8'9,#80)*#@!*'!R#,4,!=!)!10%@#!-0#-)0#@!*'!1#!-0#,#9*#@!*'!
R#,4,!“in splendor, without a spot or wrinkle … holy….”15!
J+#!B+408+!%,!*+)*!F0%@#!$+'!+),!1##9!,#&#8*#@!*'!1#!-0#-)0#@3!
8'9,#80)*#@!)9@!-0#,#9*#@!*'!R#,4,C%)'!!
S!$'4&@!&%(#!*'!0#&)*#!*'!2'4!)!F%1&%8)&!,*'02!)1'4*!*+#!,#&#8*%'9!'D!
*+#!F0%@#C!!S*!%,!0#8'0@#@!%9!Q#9#,%,!<^C!!J+#!8+)0)8*#0,!'D!*+#!
,*'02!)0#!610)+):!$+'!0#-0#,#9*,!Q'@!*+#!`)*+#0O!S,))83!
610)+):5,!,'93!$+'!0#-0#,#9*,!R#,4,O!A&%#N#03!610)+):5,!
,#0/)9*3!$+'!0#-0#,#9*,3!*+#!E'&2!G-%0%*O!)9@!X#1#()+3!*+#!10%@#3!
$+'!0#-0#,#9*,!*+#!B+408+C!!a#02!10%#D&23!*+#!,*'02!.'#,!&%(#!*+%,>!
610)+):!,#9*!'4*!E%,!,#0/)9*3!A&%#N#03!*'!_'409#2!D0':!B)9))9!*'!
*+#!8%*2!'D!H)+'0!%9!T#,'-'*):%)!$%*+!)!8):#&!*0)%9!&')@#@!$%*+!
.%D*,!%9!'0@#0!*'!D%9@!)!10%@#!D'0!+%,!,'93!S,))8C!!A&%#N#0!,#&#8*#@!
X#1#()+3!)9@!+#!),(#@!+#0!D):%&2!D'0!+#0!+)9@!%9!:)00%).#!D'0!
S,))8!=!:48+!%9!*+#!,):#!$)2!),!*+#!)98%#9*!R#$%,+!84,*':,!$#!
@%,84,,#@C!!J+#9!A&%#N#0!0#*409#@!*'!610)+):5,!+'4,#!$%*+!
X#1#()+O!)9@!S,))8!*''(!+#0!),!+%,!$%D#C!!!
!

 
14 Ephesians 5:26 
15 Ephesians 5:27 
16 The idea of the “preparation of the bride” can also be seen in the story of Esther in Esther, 
Chapter 2.  
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J+#!-'%9*!'D!*+#!,*'02!S!$)9*!*'!:)(#!+),!*'!@'!$%*+!+'$!A&%#N#03!
$+'!0#-0#,#9*,!*+#!E'&2!G-%0%*3!,#&#8*#@!*+#!10%@#3!$+'!0#-0#,#9*,!
*+#!B+408+C!!S9!*+#!,*'023!A&%#N#0!*''(!+%,!8):#&!*0)%9!*'!*+#!8%*2!'D!
H)+'0!)9@!,*'--#@!'4*,%@#!*+#!8%*2!)*!)!$#&&!'D!$)*#0C!!J+#0#3!+#!
-0)2#@!*+)*!+#!$'4&@!1#!)1&#!*'!,#&#8*!*+#!8+',#9!10%@#!D'0!S,))8!
D0':!)&&!*+#!'*+#0!$':#9!'D!*+#!8%*2!$+'!8):#!'4*!*'!@0)$!$)*#0!
D0':!*+#!$#&&C!!E#!-0)2#@!*+)*!+#!$'4&@!1#!)1&#!*'!0#8'.9%N#!)9@!
,#&#8*!+#0!%9!*+%,!$)2>!"+#9!),(#@3!,+#!$'4&@!1#!$%&&%9.!*'!.%/#!
A&%#N#0!)9@!*+#!8):#&,!$)*#0!*'!@0%9(C!!X#1#()+!$),!*+#!'9#!$+'!
@%@!,'C!!!
!
S*!)&&!+)@!*'!@'!$%*+!*+#!$)*#0W!!"+#9!R#,4,!8':#,!D'0!E%,!F0%@#3!
+#!$%&&!D%9@!+#0!)*!*+#!$)*#0!$#&&3!1#8)4,#!,+#!$%&&!1#!%9!*+#!K+'&2!
+)1%*L!'D!.'%9.!*'!*+#!$#&&!@)%&2!*'!$),+!%9!*+#!$)*#0!'D!*+#!$'0@C!!
G+#!$%&&!1#!)*!*+#!$#&&!@)%&23!$),+%9.!%9!*+#!$)*#0!'D!*+#!$'0@3!
1#8)4,#!,+#!$)9*,!*'!1#!$+'&&2!8'9,#80)*#@!*'!R#,4,!=!)!F0%@#!
-0#-)0#@!*'!1#!-0#,#9*#@!*'!R#,4,!“in splendor, without a spot or 
wrinkle … holy” - “washed” and “cleansed”; “separated”, “set 
apart”, and “belonging to”!R#,4,!B+0%,*C!!J+#!B+408+!%,!*+)*!F0%@#!
$+'!+),!1##9!,#&#8*#@!*'!1#!-0#-)0#@3!8'9,#80)*#@!)9@!
-0#,#9*#@!*'!R#,4,C!
!
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!
!

Some Thoughts on Intimacy 
!
S!D%9@!%*!@%DD%84&*!*'!*02!*'!@0)$!-)0)&&#&,!1#*$##9!$+)*!$#!9'0:)&&2!
*+%9(!'D!),!K%9*%:)82L!1#*$##9!)!:)9!)9@!)!$':)93!)9@!*+)*!
$+%8+!$'4&@!#?%,*!1#*$##9!B+0%,*!)9@!*+#!B+408+C!!J+#!%@#),!'D!
,#?!)9@!-+2,%8)&!)DD#8*%'9!@'95*!,##:!*'!*0)9,&)*#!$#&&!,-%0%*4)&&2!
,-#)(%9.C!!"+%&#!,#?!)9@!-+2,%8)&!)DD#8*%'9!1#*$##9!)!+4,1)9@!
)9@!$%D#!%,!)!.%D*!D0':!Q'@%*3!8'9,%@#0%9.!*+#,#!)&'9#!$'4&@!1#!)!

 
17 Cf., Song of Solomon 

https://www.atchriststable.org/


The Bride of Christ Page 15 
WD Furioso ~ At Christ’s Table ~ ACTpublications (2011) ~ https://www.AtChristsTable.org 	
 

/#02!&%:%*#@!/%#$!'D!%9*%:)82C!!S!$'4&@!&%(#!*'!,+)0#!,':#!*+'4.+*,!
'9!%9*%:)82!%9!*#0:,!'D!@#-*+!'D!0#&)*%'9,+%->!!!
!
S9!*+#!#9@3!$+)*!S!/)&4#!:',*!%9!:2!&%D#!%,!bc!2#)0,!'D!0#&)*%'9,+%-!
$%*+!*+#!]'0@!)9@!^b!2#)0,!$%*+!:2!$%D#3!`0)98#,C!!S!+)/#!)!
*0#),40#!8+#,*!'D!-#0,'9)&!#?-#0%#98#,!)9@!:#:'0%#,!$+%8+!)0#!
,+)0#@!'9&2!1#*$##9!*+#!]'0@!)9@!:#3!)9@!'9&2!1#*$##9!`0)98#,!
)9@!:#C!!S!$%&&!*02!*'!8'::49%8)*#!,':#!'D!$+)*!S!:#)9>!!
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My Bride ~ My Partner 
!
`0)98#,!)9@!S!+)/#!1##9!:)00%#@!^b!2#)0,C!!T)00%).#!8)9!1#!
@#,80%1#@!%9!:)92!$)2,3!14*!-',,%1&2!'9#!*#0:!$+%8+!:)2!9'*!1#!
D%0,*!)9@!D'0#:',*!'9!'40!:%9@,!$+#9!$#!*+%9(!'D!1#%9.!:)00%#@3!
#,-#8%)&&2!9#$&2!:)00%#@3!%,!*+#!%@#)!'D!K-)0*9#0,+%-LC!!6D*#0!)&&3!
K-)0*9#0,+%-L!,##:,!*'!,-#)(!:'0#!)1'4*!$'0(!*+)9!&'/#C!!F4*!%9!
*+#!:%@,*!'D!)9!%9*%:)*#!&'/#!0#&)*%'9,+%-3!$#!+)/#!)&,'!D'49@!
:)00%).#!*'!1#3!%9!*+#!#9@3!)&&!)1'4*!K)!$'0(%9.!-)0*9#0,+%-LC!!S5:!
,40#!*+%,!%,!*+#!8),#!1#8)4,#!*+)*!%,!+'$!Q'@!@#%.9#@!%*!=!)!
$'0(%9.!-)0*9#0,+%-!%9!*+#!:%@,*!'D!)9!%9*%:)*#!&'/#!0#&)*%'9,+%-C!!!
S9!Q#9#,%,!<>Y\3!*+#!]'0@!Q'@!,)%@>!“It is not good that the man 

should be alone; I will make a help meet for him.”!!H'$!*+)*5,!*+#!
d%9.!R):#,!a#0,%'93!)9@!*'!1#!+'9#,*3!S!9#/#0!e4%*#!49@#0,*''@!
$+)*!K+#&-!:##*L!:#)9*C!!"),!Q'@!,)2%9.3!K6@):3!-&#),#3!+#&-!
2'40,#&D!*'!,':#!,)9@$%8+!:#)*CLM!!S!@%@!,':#!,*4@2!)9@!D'49@!
*+)*!*+#!*$'!$'0@,3!K+#&-!:##*L3!)0#!)9!)**#:-*!*'!*0)9,&)*#!*+#!
'9#!E#10#$!$'0@3!#N#0C%+!!J+#!H#$!X#/%,#@!G*)9@)0@!a#0,%'9!
*0)9,&)*#,!%*!*+%,!$)2>!KS*!%,!9'*!.''@!*+)*!*+#!:)9!,+'4&@!1#!)&'9#O!
S!$%&&!:)(#!+%:!)!+#&-#0!),!+%,!-)0*9#0LC!!S!*+%9(!*+)*!%,!)!.0#)*!
*0)9,&)*%'9!'D!*+%,!/#0,#C!!S5&&!.%/#!,':#!'*+#0!*0)9,&)*%'9,3!_4,*!*'!

 
18 Strong’s # 5828 
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.#*!*+#!94)98#,!'D!*+#!E#10#$!$'0@>!J+#!A9.&%,+!G*)9@)0@!
a#0,%'9!,)2,3!“a helper fit for him”.!!J+#!Q'@5,!"'0@!J0)9,&)*%'9!
,)2,3!“a helper that is right for him”.!!J+#!H#$!6:#0%8)9!
G*)9@)0@!F%1&#!)9@!*+#!H#$!S9*#09)*%'9)&!a#0,%'9!1'*+!,)2>!“a 

helper suitable for him”C!!J+#!H#$!d%9.!R):#,!a#0,%'9!,)2,3!“a 

helper comparable to him”C!!F4*!S!*+%9(!*+#!X#/%,#@!G*)9@)0@!
a#0,%'9!8)-*40#,!%*!+#0#: “a helper as his partner”.!H'$!%D!2'4!)0#!
@'%9.!&%D#!)&'9#3!*+)*5,!'9#!*+%9.C!!F4*!%D!2'4!)0#!@'%9.!)!D):%&2!)9@!
)!+'4,#+'&@!=!2'4!D%9@!*+)*!%,!)9!)8*4)&!#9*#0-0%,#3!%9!$+%8+!2'4!
9##@!)!$'0(%9.!!-)0*9#0C!!SD!2'4!)0#!@'%9.!)!:%9%,*023!2'4!9##@!)!
-)0*9#0C!!S!*+%9(!*+#,#!)0#!_4,*!,':#!'D!*+#!0#),'9,!$+2!Q'@!,)%@3!
“It is not good that the man should be alone….” !
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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My Bride ~ My Confidante19 

!
V'4!:)2!.#*!*'!(9'$!,':#'9#!%9!1#@O!14*!2'4!0#)&&2!.#*!*'!(9'$!
:48+!:'0#!)1'4*!)!-#0,'9!12!$'0(%9.!*'.#*+#0!=!12!@'%9.!&%D#!
*'.#*+#0C!!V'4!.#*!*'!(9'$!*+#!'*+#0!-#0,'95,!,'4&!=!*+#%0!+#)0*!
)9@!:%9@3!*+#%0!-#0,-#8*%/#,!)9@!)**%*4@#,C!!V'4!#/#9!.#*!*'!(9'$!
*+#%0!*+'4.+*,!)9@!D##&%9.,!$%*+'4*!)!$'0@!1#%9.!,-'(#9C!!"%*+!)!
&%D#I&'9.!-)0*9#03!2'4!9'*!'9&2!+)/#!*+#!,):#!/)&4#,3!14*!2'4!)&,'!
&''(!)*!&%D#!,%*4)*%'9,!$%*+!)!,%9.&#9#,,!'D!#2#C!!V'4!9'*!'9&2!
-#08#%/#!*+%9.,!*+#!,):#!$)23!14*!2'4!&''(!'4*!)*!&%D#!*'.#*+#0!
)9@!,##!%9!)!49%e4#!$)2!I!%9!)!$)2!%9!$+%8+!9'!'9#!#&,#!,##,!
#?)8*&2C!!J+%,!%,!1#8)4,#!“the two become one”,!)9@!%9!,'!@'%9.3!
*+#2!80#)*#!)!*+%0@!#9*%*2!$+%8+!*+#2!,+)0#!'9&2!$%*+!'9#!)9'*+#0C!!
J+#2!+)/#!-#08#-*%'9,3!*+'4.+*,!)9@!D##&%9.,3!/)&4#,!)9@!
-0%'0%*%#,!$+%8+!*+#2!+)/#!)00%/#@!)*!*'.#*+#0!)9@!$+%8+!8)99'*!
0#)&&2!1#!)88#,,#@!12!)92'9#!#&,#C!!"#!)&&!(9'$!$+)*!K%9,%@#!
_'(#,L!)0#3!14*!)&'9.!$%*+!@#/#&'-%9.!)!,#9,#!'D!+4:'0!*+)*!%,!
-)0*%84&)0!*'!*+#:,#&/#,3!*+#2!,+)0#!)!$+'&#!K%9,%@#!$'0&@L!%9!
$+%8+!'9&2!*+#!*$'!&%/#C!!S*5,!9'*!*+)*!*+#2!+)/#!#?8&4@#@!#/#02'9#!
#&,#!)9@!)0#!&%/%9.!%9!)!D)9*),2!$'0&@O!*+#2!%9*#0)8*!)9@!%9*#00#&)*#!
$%*+!'*+#0,3!14*!*+#2!+)/#!8':#!*'!@'!%*!),!'9#!49%*C!

 
19 Dictionary.com: “A woman to whom secrets are confided or with whom private matters and 
problems are discussed.”  
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The Bride of Christ as Partner 
!
R4,*!),!$#!@'!9'*!'D*#9!*+%9(!'D!:)00%).#!),!)!$'0(%9.!
-)0*9#0,+%-3!$#!)&,'!@'!9'*!'D*#9!*+%9(!'D!*+#!D)8*!*+)*!*+#!
G80%-*40#,!*#&&!4,!*+)*3!),!*+#!F0%@#!'D!B+0%,*3!$#!)0#!1#*0'*+#@!)9@!
@#,*%9#@!*'!0#%.9!$%*+!E%:!D'0!)&&!#*#09%*2C!!J+%,!%,!:#9*%'9#@!)!
94:1#0!'D!*%:#,!%9!*+#!H#$!J#,*):#9*!12!*+#!)-',*&#!7)4&!&!)9@!
)&,'!12!*+#!)-',*&#!R'+9C!%!H'$3!$#!:)2!D%9@!%*!/#02!@%DD%84&*!*'!
%:).%9#!#?)8*&2!$+)*!%*!$%&&!1#!&%(#!*'!0#%.9!$%*+!B+0%,*3!14*!%*!%,!
9'9#I*+#I&#,,!*04#C!!J+)*!*+#!F0%@#!'D!B+0%,*!$'4&@!1#!E%,!-)0*9#0!
%9!0#%.9%9.!%9!E%,!d%9.@':!%,!9'*!'9&2!-)0*!'D!Q'@5,!-&)9!)9@!
-40-',#3!%*!%,!0''*#@!%9!E%,!+#)0*C!!S!1#&%#/#!%*!:)2!1#!/#02!:48+!)*!
*+#!0''*!'D!E%,!-0%98%-&#!*+)*!“It is not good that the man should be 

alone; I will make him a helper as his partner”.!!6--)0#9*&23!Q'@!
D##&,!*+#!,):#!$)2!)1'4*!E%,!G'9C!!E#!'1/%'4,&2!@%@95*!9##@!*'3!
14*!+),!8+',#9!*'3!“make Him a helper as His partner”!,'!*+)*!
*+#!B+408+3!*+#!F0%@#!'D!B+0%,*3!$%&&!0#%.9!$%*+!E%:!%9!E%,!
d%9.@':C!!"+%&#!&#)/%9.!*+#!@#*)%&,!D'0!Q'@!*'!D%&&!%9!)D*#0!B+0%,*5,!
0#*4093!9'$3!$#!8)9!-0'_#8*!D'0!'40,#&/#,!)!-%8*40#!'D!*+#!B+408+!
-&)2%9.!*+#!0'&#!'D!)!e4##9!$+'!%,!,#)*#@!1#,%@#!*+#!d%9.!%9!E%,!
d%9.@':C!!

 
20 2 Timothy 2:12 
21 Revelation 5:9-10; 20:4 & 6, as well as 22:21. 
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The Bride of Christ as Confidante22 
!
J+#0#!%,!)!,*)*#:#9*!%9!7,)&:!<b>Y^!*+)*!%,!,%:-&2!):)N%9.>!“The 
friendship of the LORD is for those who fear him, and he makes 
known to them his covenant.”23  P0 “The secret of the LORD is for 
those who fear Him, and He will make them know His 
covenant.”24   
!
J+#!,):#!(%9@!'D!%9*%:)82!S!,+)0#!$%*+!`0)98#,!)D*#0!^b!2#)0,3!S!
)&,'!,+)0#!$%*+!R#,4,!)D*#0!bc!2#)0,C!!T48+!'D!*+#!&%D#!S!,+)0#!$%*+!
R#,4,!)&,'!%98&4@#,!`0)98#,C!!F4*!=!)9@!S5:!,40#!%*!%,!*+#!,):#!D'0!
`0)98#,!I!*+#0#!)0#!:)92!%9*%:)*#!:':#9*,!S5/#!+)@!$%*+!R#,4,!
)&'9#C!!S!D%9@!)!8'4-&#!'D!G80%-*40#!/#0,#,!+#&-D4&!%9!*02%9.!*'!
8'::49%8)*#!*+#!%9*%:)82!$#!8)9!#?-#0%#98#!$%*+!R#,4,>!!
S!B'0%9*+%)9,!<>YY>!“For who among men knows the thoughts of a 
man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the 
thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.”25  
69@!70'/#01,!<c><[>!“The spirit of man is the lamp of the LORD, 
searching all the innermost parts of his being.”!!!

 
22 Dictionary.com: “A woman to whom secrets are confided or with whom private matters and 
problems are discussed.” 
23 English Standard Version 
24 New American Standard Bible 
25 New American Standard Bible 
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J+#!G-%0%*!'D!Q'@!@$#&&,!$%*+%9!*+#!1#&%#/#0C!!S*!%,!'9!*+#!,-%0%*!&#/#&!
*+)*!$#!0#&)*#!*'!*+#!]'0@3!)9@!E#!*'!4,C!!J+%,!%,!)!&#/#&!'D!'40!
1#%9.!*+)*!8)9!1#!e4%*#!:2,*#0%'4,3!14*!,%:-&2!-4*>!E#!)1,'&4*#&2!
(9'$,!'40!#/#02!*+'4.+*3!D##&%9.3!-#0,-#8*%/#!)9@!)**%*4@#!=!:48+!
:'0#!8':-&#*#&2!*+)9!$#!@'!'40,#&/#,C!!PD*#93!$+#9!S!):!-0)2%9.!
=!*)&(%9.!=!$%*+!*+#!]'0@3!S!:)2!D%9@!%*!@%DD%84&*!*'!-4*!%9*'!$'0@,!
$+)*!S5:!*+%9(%9.!'0!D##&%9.!)9@!S!8)9!_4,*!,)2!*'!*+#!]'0@3!“Well, 

you know what I’m trying to say.”3!1#8)4,#!E#!@'#,W!69@!'D*#93!
$+%&#!S5:!-0)2%9.!=!*)&(%9.!=!*'!*+#!]'0@3!E%,!G-%0%*!$%&&!:)(#!8&#)0!
*'!:#!$+)*!S!$),!'1&%/%'4,!*'!0#.)0@%9.!:2!'$9!+#)0*!I!*+)*!
:)21#!:2!-#0,-#8*%/#!)9@f'0!)**%*4@#!'9!,':#*+%9.!$),!$0'9.!
)9@!9##@#@!*'!1#!)@_4,*#@C!!!
!
S!1#&%#/#!*+#!]'0@!)&,'!+),!)!,#9,#!'D!+4:'0C!!S!*+%9(!E#!#9_'2,!%*!
$+#9!%9!-0)2#0!S!:)(#!D49!'D!:2!,+'0*8':%9.,3!D'0!S5:!_4,*!
)8(9'$&#@.%9.!*'!E%:!$+)*!E#!%,!)&0#)@2!$#&&!)$)0#!'DC!!E#!
(9'$,!:#W!P/#0!*+#!bc!2#)0,3!S5/#!,-#9*!:48+!)&'9#!*%:#!$%*+!*+#!
]'0@3!8)002%9.!'9!*+',#!K%9,%@#!8'9/#0,)*%'9,L!$%*+!#)8+!'*+#0!
$+#93!1#8)4,#!'D!E%,!&'/#!)9@!.0)8#3!E#!,+)0#,!$%*+!:#!E%,!
-'%9*!'D!/%#$!)9@!E%,!*+'4.+*,!0#.)0@%9.!:2,#&D3!)9@!+'$!E#!
$'4&@!+)/#!:2!&%D#!D%*!%9*'!E%,!-&)9,!)9@!-40-',#,C!!"#!)&&!+)/#!
*+%,!0#&)*%'9,+%-!$%*+!*+#!]'0@3!14*!%*!%,!,'!-#0,'9)&!)9@!%9*%:)*#!

https://www.atchriststable.org/


The Bride of Christ Page 22 
WD Furioso ~ At Christ’s Table ~ ACTpublications (2011) ~ https://www.AtChristsTable.org 	
 

*+)*!$+)*!$#!#)8+!+)/#!$%*+!E%:!8)99'*!0#)&&2!1#!)88#,,#@!12!
)92'9#!#&,#!=!*+%,!-#0,'9)&!%9*%:)82!E#!,+)0#,!P9#!'9!'9#!$%*+!
#)8+!'D!E%,!80#)*40#,C!!!
!
6.)%93!%9!*+#!#9@3!$+)*!S!/)&4#!:',*!%9!:2!&%D#!%,!*+#!2#)0,!'D!
0#&)*%'9,+%-!$%*+!`0)98#,!)9@!*+#!]'0@C!!S!+)/#!)!*0#),40#!8+#,*!'D!
-#0,'9)&!#?-#0%#98#,!)9@!:#:'0%#,!$+%8+!)0#!,+)0#@!'9&2!
1#*$##9!`0)98#,!)9@!:#3!)9@!'9&2!1#*$##9!*+#!]'0@!)9@!:#C!!
J+%,!%,!+'$!S!49@#0,*)9@!K%9*%:)82LC!!!
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Bill & Frances Furioso 
 

~ At Christ’s Table ~  
 

 
 
 

Bill Furioso and his wife, Frances, have been married for more than 40 years, 
and have two children, four grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.  

Bill and Frances served as missionaries in South Africa for thirteen years 
making disciples, establishing churches, and training church leaders. Over a span of 40 
years, they also traveled extensively in an itinerant Bible teaching ministry which took 
them to hundreds of gatherings on four continents ministering in churches, conferences, 
spiritual formation seminars, and home gatherings. They have shepherded several 
churches, discipled many to Christ, and mentored church leaders in the USA and abroad.  

Being an avid student by nature, Bill has done both formal and informal study in 
various fields including Education, Music, Philosophy and Theology.  As a writer, he has 
authored many publications which are distributed worldwide. Because of Bill’s disabilities 
resulting from a spinal cord injury, he can no longer travel, so their ministries of  writing, 
recording, distributing, mentoring, and correspondence are now shared primarily via the 
Internet... www.AtChristsTable.org    

https://www.atchriststable.org/
http://www.atchriststable.org/
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ACTpublications 
 

“Explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words.”   1 Corinthians 2:13 
 

A teaching ministry from Bill and Frances Furioso 
!

At Christ’s Table 
Disciples of the King and His Kingdom eating and drinking of Jesus 

 
THE HEAD 
        THE CENTER 
                THE FOUNDATION  
                        of Biblical Christianity 

 with a view to 
                      REVELATION of Christ  
                                                  RELATIONSHIP with Christ                                                      
                                                                                     REFLECTION of Christ 
 
 

READ-LISTEN-DOWNLOAD (FREE)  
 

ALL OF OUR MINISTRY RESOURCES ON OUR WEBSITE:  
 

https://www.AtChristsTable.org  
 

Other places you will find our written & recorded resources … 
 

WRITTEN MESSAGES 

The Restoration Library: https://www.therestorationlibrary.com   

Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso 
 

RECORDED MESSAGES 
YouTube: www.YouTube.com/user/BillFurioso 

Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso 
SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/user-648428572 
Spreaker: https://www.spreaker.com/user/14502151 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/atchriststable  

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/at-christ-s-table-ministries-254b5320/ 
Twitter: https://www.twitter.com/atchriststable1 !

https://www.atchriststable.org/
https://www.atchriststable.org/
https://www.therestorationlibrary.com/
https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso
http://www.youtube.com/user/BillFurioso
https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso
https://soundcloud.com/user-648428572
https://faceboo.com/atchriststable
https://www.linkedin.com/in/at-christ-s-table-ministries-254b5320/

